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Quaker Makers 
Meet The Future

Welcome Friends

V E N E N AT I S  C O N S E C T E T U R

N I B H
All Are Welcome

Whether You Work 
With Cutting-Edge Tools  

Or Knitting Needles, 
Your Making Matters 

Here.

Grounded In Spirit

We  Bring  Quaker  Values  — 
Simplicity, Community,  And 
Service — As  A Compass  For 
Exploring  New  Technology.

Curious And Creative 
Together

Bring Your Questions, 
Skepticism, And Creativity.  

There Are No Wrong  
Answers Today.



What Is A Maker?

A Maker Is Anyone Who Creates, Builds, Repairs, Or Crafts — 
With Any Tools, Materials, Or Methods.

Handmade High-Tech

Quilting & 
Needlework

Woodworking 
& Carpentry

Cooking 
& Baking

Electronics 
& Tinkering

3D Printing 
& Laser Cutting

Ai-Assisted 
Design

For Your Reflection:  What Making Do You Do?  How Or When Does It Feel Like A Spiritual Practice?

Turn	To	A	Neighbor:		
Share	One	Thing	You	Make	Or	Create	—	And	What	It	Means	To	You.	(2	Min)

Quaker Maker FoundationsQuaker Makers Through History CRA F T ·  W ITN ESS ·  R ELIEF  ·  D IGITA L MA KIN G    S ID E 1  OF  2

17TH–18TH
CENTURY

Schoolgirl needlework
Quaker schools in England and
Philadelphia produced
distinctive medallion samplers
with octagonal motifs.

Newport furniture
Quaker cabinetmakers in Rhode
Island built some of colonial
America's finest furniture from
their close-knit Point
neighborhood workshops.

Benjamin Lay's cloth
First Quaker on record to abstain
from slave-made goods; spun
and wore his own clothing as
direct antislavery witness.

Quaker pottery
Utilitarian stoneware in
Piedmont North Carolina;
techniques passed within kin
networks and carried west with
antislavery migration.

Philadelphia cabinetmakers
Quaker cra!smen among the foremost furniture
makers of colonial Philadelphia, in Chippendale
and Queen Anne styles.

EARLY 19TH
CENTURY

John Woolman's undyed
cloth

Wore undyed linen because dyes
relied on enslaved labor —
making his theology visible in his
own dress.

Free Produce movement
Quakers boycotted slave-made
cotton, sugar, and dyes. Quilts
le! unfinished for want of free-
labor thread.

Elizabeth Fry's prison
work

Quaker minister taught sewing
and patchwork at Newgate
Prison. Inmates earned income
selling quilts and gained skills for
life a!er release.

Antislavery fairs
Quaker women sold quilts,
needle books, and pincushions at
abolitionist bazaars — cra!
objects as political argument.

MID–LATE 19TH
CENTURY

Abolition quilts
Quaker women stitched political messages
into quilts; some Meeting communities made
them collectively as corporate witness.

Edward Hicks, painter
Painted dozens of "Peaceable Kingdom"
canvases as peace testimony. Understood
painting as ministry; gave work freely.

North Carolina stoneware
Quaker potters carried the utilitarian pottery
tradition westward with antislavery migration;
it persisted into the 20th century.

Cra! tradition Cra! as witness Making for relief Digital / maker movement Quaker-resonant (non-Friends)

Ackworth School; Westtown
School

·

Cross-stitch, silk globes, darning
samplers

·
Townsend & Goddard families·
Mahogany case pieces, block-
front forms

·

Philadelphia, early 18th c.·
Deep River Friends community·

William Savery, Thomas A!leck, David Evans·

The garment as testimony·
Stood out even among plain-
dressing Friends

·

Lucretia Mott wore only wool &
linen

·

Elizabeth Chandler, Michigan
frontier

·

James Mott quit cotton trade for
wool

·

Rajah Quilt — made at sea, 1841·
Convicts quilted en route to
Australia

·

Pennsylvania Female Anti-
Slavery Society

·

"When pincushions are
periodicals…"

·

Hadley Quilt, Indiana YM, 1842·
Chandler poem at center of 1836 crib quilt·

Bucks County, Pennsylvania·
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O U R  T R A D I T I O N  A L R E A D Y  H O L D S  A  M A K E R  E T H I C

Quaker Values As Design Principles

Simplicity
Make Only What Serves A Genuine Need. 

Good Design Strips Away The Unnecessary.

Community
Creation Is Most Meaningful When It 

Serves And Connects.  
Maker Culture Thrives On Sharing.

Service
Ask: Who Benefits?  Who Is Left Out? 

Technology Guided By Service Transforms 
Communities.

Integrity
Do The Materials And Methods 

Align With Our Witness?  
Process Matters As Much As Product.



Quaker Makers In The World
Durham Friends Meeting in Maine hosts monthly Quaker Maker Cafes

Makercafe.Org

Quaker Makers In The World
B I R M I N G H A M  M E E T I N G  M A K E R S  -  C R A F T I N G  H AT S  A N D  VA L E N T I N E S

Small gifts created with love and care out of 

recycled materials are a tangible reminder 

that policy and legislation is about human 

beings and this Earth we inhabit.



See Also: Repair Cafes

• Visit repaircafe.org to find one 
near you

 B L O G  P O S T   
B Y   

C O L I N   
A N G E V I N E



O U R  T R A D I T I O N  A L R E A D Y  H O L D S  A  M A K E R  E T H I C

Where Leadings Meet Innovation

Quaker Spiritual Tools

Testimonies

Corporate Worship

Waiting On 
The Spirit

Continuing 
Revelation

Where 
They Can Meet

Purposeful Creation

Discernment 
Before Making

Service-Oriented 
Tools

Simplicity 
In Design

Tech Innovation 
& Making

AI & Machine Learning

3D Printing

Open-Source 
Collaboration

Maker Communities

https://www.fieldready.org/
https://www.makersmakingchange.com/

3D Printing As Service Work



I M A G E  B Y  G O R D O N  J O H N S O N  F R O M  P I X A B AY

A I

Artificial Intelligence Is Changing Everything

TRUST ME, I CAN 
BE HELPFUL. 

 SOMETIMES…

AI As A Brainstorming And Making Partner

✓  Tireless Idea-Generator

✓  Patient Explainer Of Concepts

✓  Creative Prompt To Spark Your Own 
Thinking

✓  Helpful Writing / Drafting Assistant

✓  Low-Stakes Place To Experiment

AI Is A Good... AI Is Not...

✗  A Substitute For Discernment

✗  A Source Of Truth (It Hallucinates!)

✗  A Replacement For Human Community

✗  Neutral — It Reflects Its Training Data

✗  A Shortcut Around The Creative Struggle



C L A U D E  A I  P R O M P T  E X A M P L EP E R P L E X I T Y  A I  P R O M P T  E X A M P L E

AI As A Brainstorming And Making Partner

AI As A Brainstorming 
And Making Partner

A N O T H E R  C L A U D E  A I  
M A K E R  C H AT  E X A M P L E  

I D E A S  F O R  T O Y M A K I N G  
W O R K S H O P  B R I N G I N G  

E L D E R S  A N D  Y O U T H  
T O G E T H E R  



WAT C H I N G  C R E AT I O N  H A P P E N  I N  R E A L  T I M E

3D Printing

1
D E S I G N

A  3 D  M O D E L  I S  C R E AT E D  I N  
S O F T WA R E  —  L I K E  A  D I G I TA L  

B L U E P R I N T.

2
S L I C E

S O F T WA R E  C O N V E RT S  T H E  
M O D E L  I N T O  T H I N  L AY E R S  

T H E  P R I N T E R  F O L L O W S .

3
P R I N T

T H E  P R I N T E R  B U I L D S  T H E  
O B J E C T  L AY E R  B Y  L AY E R  

F R O M  F I L A M E N T.

4
F I N I S H

T H E  O B J E C T  I S  R E M O V E D ,  
C L E A N E D  U P,  A N D  P U T  T O  

U S E .

M Y  S E T- U P

B A M B U  A 1  M I N I  W I T H  A M S  ( M U LT I C O L O R S )



T I M E L A P S E  V I D E O  O F  5 1 - M I N U T E  P R I N T  J O B

R O TAT I N G  M E D A L L I O N  P R I N T

S TA RT- U P  S E Q U E N C E  
F O R  A  3 D  P R I N T  J O B

PA RT- WAY  
T H R O U G H  

P R I N T I N G  A  
G R O U P  O F   
W H I S T L E S



Brainstorm:  
Quaker-Friendly 3-D Prints

What are some relatively simple 
items that might appeal to 

Quakers or Quaker Makers that 
could be printed and shared?

Online Collections  - So Many 3D Models!

Free models available 
for download and 
modification 

• Maker World 
• Thingiverse 
• Printables 
• Cults 3D 
• Maker Online



Check Out Some Of  
 What Bill Has Printed (See Table)

Case Study - Creation of Quaker Spicy 
Talk game using 3d printing and AI 

tools, with testing at Quaker potluck

Q U A K E R  S P I C Y  TA L K  G A M E



I had been 
interacting with 
Claude about the 
Quaker Testimonies 
and got interested 
in ways to make 
something I could 
share with others

I D E A  C R A F T E D  I N  D I A L O G  W I T H  
C L A U D E  A I

PA R A M E T R I C  M O D E L  M A K E R

Building  On The 
Work Of Others
MakerLab offers a wide 
range of “PARAMETRIC” 
models online, where a 
basic model can be 
modified to meet your 
needs by changing 
some parameters. 

NEED - Create a Spinner for 
QUAKER SPICES GAME to 
select Testimony Category



G E T T I N G  A S S I S TA N C E  W I T H  A RT W O R K

Microsoft Copilot Ai
Needed To Make Some Artwork

R E S U LT  A F T E R  S E V E R A L  R E V I S I O N S

C R E AT I N G  A  M O B I L E  P H O N E  V E R S I O N

Using Claude Code
In Late-2025 Anthropic’s 
Claude Coding Tools got 
really good for more 
mainstream users 
“Vibe Coding” became a 
thing 
By Spring 2026 these tools 
were available in the free 
version (with limits)



C R E AT I N G  A  M O B I L E  P H O N E  V E R S I O N

I used a draft 
version created by 
Claude, and then 
kept modifying 
over time, 
including after 
test driving a 
version at our 
BFM Potluck

https://tools.leym.org/spicytalk/

Hands-On: Collaborative Crafts

Station A

Testimony Fish Mobile

Construct A Mobile, 
Stringing Together Our 

Testimonies

Station B

Whistle Prep

Create Whistle  Packet With 
Mini-Zine And 3D Whistle

Station C

Prepare Medallions

Finish Building  Some Lovely 
Quaker Themed  Medallions

Peace



Your Own  Quaker Maker Practice

“There Is That Of God In 
Every Person”

Connecting Creativity To Spiritual Life

C O U L D  M A K I N G  F E E L  L I K E  A  
L E A D I N G  F O R  Y O U ?

W H AT  I N  Y O U R  C U R R E N T  M A K E R  
P R A C T I C E S  A L I G N S  W I T H  Q U A K E R  

T E S T I M O N I E S ?

H O W  M I G H T  Y O U R  M E E T I N G  O R  
L E Y M  G E T  M O R E  I N V O LV E D ?

Find A Makerspace Near You 
H T T P S : / / W W W. D E S I G N E R B E E . B U I L D / F I N D - A - M A K E R S PA C E



Drawing And Give-Away
When Your Name Is Pulled,  

Come Up And Choose A 3-D Item To Take Home

Go And Make Good
With Intention, With Community, With Joy

Remember:	Technology	Is	A	Tool.	Your	Discernment	Matters.

Continue	The	Conversation	—	Share	Your	Maker	Practice	With	Your	Meeting

Q u a k e r  M a k e r s  M e e t  T h e  F u t u r e   ·   L e y m  W o r k s h o p  B y  B i l l  W a r t e r s  

 S l i d e s  A v a i l a b l e  A t      L e y m . O r g / 2 0 2 6 - R e s o u r c e s


