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LEYM Committee Clerks

Advancement & Outreach: Susan Hartman,
susandhartman@gmail.com, and Barbara LeSage,
barbaralesage@hotmail.com

Annual Meeting Planning Committees

Adult & Family Program: Clémence Ravagon-Mershon,
andrel4(@earthlink.net

Arrangements & Site: Carolyn Lejuste, clejuste@gmail.com

Youth & Children Program: Diane Mott, mottfam45@gmail.com
and Erika Smith, trass@usa.net

Finance: Joann Neuroth, jneuroth@gmail.com, and Ellen Barnes,
ellen@thebarnesfamily187.com

Ministry & Nurture: Flo Friender, flo@dougandflo.com, and Dennis
Gregg, dennisgregg@gmail.com

Nominating: Clémence Ravagon-Mershon, andrel4@earthlink.net,
and Mary Igoe Meyers, migoemeyers@gmail.com

Peace & Justice: Claire Cohen, cmecmd80@gmail.com

Publications & Archives: Jeff Cooper, cooperdaub@hotmail.com

LEYM Calendar for 2026
Due date for submissions for Winter Bulletin January 15
Responses to LEYM Query February 1

Send to Flo Friender (flo@dougandflo.com)
and Dennis Gregg (dennisgregg@gmail.com)

Due date for submissions for Spring Bulletin March 15
Representative Meeting: Hybrid at a location tbd March 28
Due date for State of the Meeting Reports May 15

Send to Flo Friender (flo@dougandflo.com)
and Dennis Gregg (dennisgregg@gmail.com)

Due date for Statistical Reports June 1
Send to Susan Loucks (susan@sloucks.net)
Annual Meeting: Ashland University June 18-21

Due date for submissions for Annual Records 2026 July 30
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REPRESENTATIVE MEETING

Lake Erie Yearly Meeting

Minutes of Representative Meeting
March 8, 2025

Clerks’ Table: Joe Mills (Kalamazoo), clerk; Jack Smith (Red
Cedar), assistant clerk; Peggy Daub (Ann Arbor), recording clerk

Clerk Joe Mills welcomed the group of Friends gathered in
person at Pittsburgh Friends Meeting and via Zoom for the 2025
Representative Meeting of Lake Erie Yearly Meeting. 14 online,
19 in the room.

Note: Below, brief reports are included within the relevant minute.
Longer reports are placed after all the minutes, starting page 40.

RM 2025-01 Opening and Reading of Epistle
Friends settled into waiting worship at 1:35 pm.

Jack Smith (Red Cedar), assistant clerk, read an epistle from Tim
Gee, General Secretary of FWCC, sent in February 2025. They
are grieving the recent death of their clerk, Simon Lamb (Ireland
Yearly Meeting), and welcoming a new clerk, Esther Mombo
(Highland Yearly Meeting). The year’s theme for World Quaker
Day in October will be “Love Your Neighbor.”” They noted the
many forces urging us to hate our neighbor. The world needs our
messages of equality, integrity, and peace. May our measures of
Light be enough to find our way in the world. (The full text is at:
https:/fwcc.world/2025-letter-to-meetings/)

RM 2025-02 Roll Call (information from registration and
attendance)

Ann Arbor 3 Kalamazoo 4
Athens 1 North Columbus 3
Birmingham 3 Pittsburgh 6
Broadmead 5 Red Cedar 3
Cleveland 1 Wooster 2
Grand Rapids 1 Erie WG 1

Total: 33
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There was no representation present from the following monthly
meetings: Akron, Delaware, Detroit, Granville, Holland, Kent,
and Mid-Ohio Valley, and Oberlin.

RM 2025-03 Reports from around the Yearly Meeting
Brief Reports from monthly meetings were given as follows:

o Bill Warters reported that Birmingham Meeting used
handmade Valentine cards made by Wink Covintree to send
messages of gratitude to elected officials who are standing up
for democracy.

o Sally Weaver Sommer reported that Broadmead Meeting is
celebrating 50 years this year. In the fall, there was an event
with people invited back to join the celebration of their
Meeting. On May 3, Paul Tinkerhess (Ann Arbor) will
present a concert as a special event. This is the same weekend
on which the Spiritual Formation Program will have its
closing event of the year in Toledo.

e Vickey Finger reported that Cleveland Meeting will celebrate
its 100™ anniversary on Easter Sunday.

e Joe Mills reported that Kalamazoo Meeting has received
requests from a few other congregations to bring their youth
groups to visit so that they can experience a Quaker meeting.

e Susan Hartman reported that Ann Arbor Meeting received
two requests for marriage under their care this year, a sign
that there are more young adults participating in our
meetings. Vickey Finger reported that Cleveland also
celebrated a marriage this year.

e Susan Hartman and Peggy Daub (Ann Arbor) reported that
Green Pastures Quarterly Meeting will hold its Midwinter
Gathering by Zoom on Saturday, March 15, when there will
be a program on incarceration in Michigan, and especially the
work of the Michigan AFSC office. There will also be a time
for young adult friends to talk about possible plans to get
together.
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o Susan Loucks said how happy Pittsburgh Meeting is to be
hosting Representative Meeting and reported that they too
will soon celebrate a marriage under the care of the Meeting.

e Barbara LeSage reported that North Columbus Meeting has
added a box of fidget tools, available to anyone to help them
focus during meeting for worship.

RM 2025-04 Report and request from Jack Smith (Red
Cedar), assistant clerk

Jack Smith reported that he plans to intersperse selections from
State of the Meeting reports from within LEYM with the reading
of epistles at the start of our business sessions. He hopes Friends
will hear and be led to follow up with others about our shared
challenges and opportunities. Friends were invited to comment
now or to send him thoughts by email (jsmith@msu.edu).

In discussion, a Friend expressed a desire for retaining the
quality of epistles in expressing how other Quakers have felt
Spirit move as distinct from a time for sharing news. That
difference was recognized. A passage from the LEYM Policies
and Procedures was shared that describes the purpose of the
epistles as keeping us mindful of Quakers around the world.
Another Friend requested that we also share epistles of various
kinds that are not international in scope.

Friends approved the proposal that the assistant clerk read items
before our business meetings that include passages from State of
the Meeting reports as well as epistles from other groups. The
full report follows:

Assistant Clerk’s report: In my role as assistant clerk, in addition to
reading (or arranging to be read) some epistles from other
international Quaker organizations and Yearly Meetings at our Annual
Meeting, | also intend to mix in some selections from our own
Monthly Meetings’ State of Meeting Reports. My hope in doing this is
that Friends will hear about and be led to follow up with others about
shared challenges and opportunities. | intend to review the 2025 State
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of Meeting Reports, due in May, and make thoughtful choices about
what segments to read.

My sense is that this is somewhat of a change in LEYM practice, and |
want Friends gathered to hear my intention and rationale in advance. |
hope Friends will see some promise in the idea, and, if some want to
respond, there would be time to hear them. Friends can also write to
me separately with reactions and suggestions; my e-mail address
(jsmith@msu.edu) is in the Fall and Winter Bulletins.

RM 2025-05 Advancement & Outreach Committee: Susan
Hartman (Ann Arbor) reported.

a. Susan Hartman described a plan developed by the
Advancement & Outreach Committee and the Ministry &
Nurture Committee to visit Monthly Meetings and Worship
Groups in LEYM. They would give priority to the Meetings that
are very small or have not participated in LEYM recently. Visits
will be in person or electronically. They will share news of
LEYM and listen for how the Committee might support and care
for each group.

In order to support this activity, the Committee proposes that the
Traveling Ministries Fund be used to reimburse Friends for
expenses that arise in carrying it forward. The full report follows.
In discussion, Friends were reminded that this fund has never
been used and is restricted to supporting traveling ministry. At
our last Annual Sessions, the Finance Committee asked the
Ministry & Nurture Committee to suggest ways in which the
fund could be used. What we are hearing today is a proposed
activity that is seen as a way of accomplishing traveling
ministry. If the proposal is approved, the Ministry & Nurture
Committee asked for additional guidance about how the funds
should be allocated. Friends encouraged the Committee to use
the fund. If it is depleted, more money might be found.

Friends recognized intervisitation as a form of travelling
ministry and approved using the Traveling Ministries Fund for
the purpose of intervisitation within LEYM as proposed by the
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Advancement & Outreach and Ministry & Nurture Committees.
Allocations from the fund are left in the care of the Ministry &
Nurture Committee, and they were asked to develop a process so
that Friends can readily make requests and report back.

b. Barbara LeSage (North Columbus) and Susan Hartman (Ann
Arbor) reported that the Committee reached out to Meetings who
did not submit State of the Meeting reports to LEYM last year to
find out how they were doing. Reports from Mid-Ohio Valley
Meeting and Granville Meeting for 2024 were received. Susan
emphasized how enriching the Committee members found the
reading of State of the Meeting reports to be.

The full Committee report follows:

Advancement & Outreach report: Members of the Advancement &
Outreach Committee, in coordination with the Ministry & Nurture
Committee, propose to visit Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups in
person or electronically. We will prioritize groups that have not sent a
State of the Meeting report in the current year, have not been at
Annual Meeting sessions, or are a very small group. This work is part
of our charge as a committee.

The purpose of our visitation ministry is to share news of Lake Erie
Yearly Meeting Annual Meeting sessions and other work and to listen
to how each group sees itself in relation to the regional Quaker
fellowship. We will be listening for ways to support the groups as they
share their own outreach concerns and any issues they have with
welcoming new attenders. We will also be listening for pastoral care
issues that could be aided by Ministry & Nurture members.

We propose that travel costs and other expenses of these visits be
covered by the Traveling Ministries Fund. We believe that this
intervisitation is a form of ministry, and is consistent with the intent of
the fund.

Description of the fund from Policies and Procedures, Appendix
D.1.g:

Traveling Ministries Fund: This fund supports the travel costs of LEYM
Friends whose travel in the ministry has been recognized by their
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monthly meeting and LEYM through a travel minute. It is administered
by the Ministry & Nurture Committee.

RM 2025-06 Treasurer’s Report: Tom Kangas (North
Columbus), treasurer, reported.

Tom Kangas (North Columbus) noted that overall, the finances
of Lake Erie Yearly Meeting are in good shape. Revenue from
contributions from Monthly Meetings as of this week was 97%
of the anticipated total. Although he expected a 33% increase in
cost for using the facilities at Ashland University for our Annual
Meeting, that increase was not reflected in a recent invoice he
received. The Arrangements & Site Committee will find out
more. Budgeted expenses so far this year included the work of
two contract employees, publications activity, and support for
travel to FGC Central Committee. Activity on funds for the Fall
Youth Retreat and the Spiritual Formation program were as
expected. The text and numerical reports follow:

Treasurer’s Report: Preliminary financial results for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2025 as of 03/06/2025

General Fund

Revenue
a. All monthly meetings save one have paid annual contribution
b. Revenue from monthly meetings is 97% of the anticipated total

Expenses

a. Database manager—has billed for work done through Oct 2024

b. Digital communications facilitator—has billed for work done
through Jan 2025

c. Publications—remaining expenditures are for the Spring Bulletin

d. Favorable Variances—if all budgeted amounts were spent by year
end, that would be $10K of expenses, but budgeted amounts may
be conservative

Fund Summary
a. Friends Fiduciary
1. Will get another S1K of dividends before year end
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2. Changes in market value from Dec 31 forward will be
reflected here, too
b. Transfers between funds are mostly done for the year unless
there is a return of unused subsidy from the Annual Meeting Fund

Annual Meeting Fund

e We’'ve made advance payments of 50% of total cost to Ashland
University

e The original quote from Ashland had a 33% increase in venue
rental fees, but on the most recent invoice those fees returned to
same level as they were for June 2024

Travel Fund

e Expenditure was for one representative to attend FGC Central
Comm meeting in Oct 2024 (includes registration, mileage, room,
but not board)

Youth Activities Fund

e  Activity shown here pertains to the youth and families retreat in
Sept 2024

Spiritual Formation Fund

e Activity shown here pertains to the retreat in Sept 2024

FWCC Travel Fund

e Expenditure was for one representative to attend the World
Plenary in August 2024

Balance Sheet

e  Shows where our money is kept and related details

Overall, LEYM’s finances are in good shape. Comprehensive reports
are given below on pages 9-10.

RM 2025-07 Draft Budget for 2025-26: Tom Kangas
reported.

A draft budget for fiscal year 2025-26 was shared. The hourly
rate for our two contracted workers is proposed to rise by about
2.5%, and there are moderate increases in several other line
items. It shows funding for the FWCC Travel Donation Fund,
but not for sending our own representatives, as the fund is still
well-supplied. This budget suggests a $43 contribution per
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member (up by $1), with an overall expected deficit of about
$2,000.

Draft Budget for FY2025-2026
Assumptions included in this draft budget:
e Hourly rate for two contractors is increased by $0.75 each (roughly
2.5%)
e  Moderate increase for several line items reflected in the “Change”
column
e FWCC Travel
o Rep Travel Fund has a balance of $5,385 after $2,229 expended
for 2024 World Plenary
o This budget proposes to add no funds to the Representative
Travel Fund
o This budget proposes to fund only the FWCC Travel Donation
Fund
o This draft would suggest a $43 contribution per member (up
by $1, or 2% from FY2024-2025)
e This draft would expect a $2K deficit for the General Fund
for FY2025-2026.

The draft budget is given on page 57.

RM 2025-08 Finance Committee: Joann Neuroth (Red Cedar)
reported.

Joann Neuroth shared that an audit of the LEYM financial
records through June 30, 2024, was completed by Terry Grant
(Red Cedar). Joann shared the auditor’s very complimentary
statement on the work of our treasurer, Tom Kangas. We are
grateful for his work.

Joann shared information on a proposal the Committee plans to
bring to Annual Sessions in the summer. Reimbursement for
food has not been supported thus far through our Travel Fund. It
has become complicated and time consuming to untangle the
costs of food from other costs of registration and travel. The
Committee will propose that we begin to reimburse for food as
well as other costs of travel. This will mean additional expense.
(Finance report continued on page 11.)
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LEYM General Fund Income As of 3/6/2025
For the 2024-2025 Fiscal Year (12 months ending June 30, 2025)
Contribution From Amount  Deposit Date
Akron Monthly Meeting 250 12/16/2024
Ann Arbor Monthly Meeting 5,142 1/31/2025
Athens Monthly Meeting 2,000  11/17/2024
Birmingham Monthly Meeting 546 10/1&10/13/24
Broad d Monthly Meeting 1,500 1/31/2025
Cleveland Monthly Meeting 1,680 3/6/2025
Delaware Monthly Meeting
Detroit Monthly Meeting 924 1/27/2025
Grand Rapids Monthly Meeting 462 1/17/2025
Granville Monthly Meeting 1,000 1/17/2025
Holland Monthly Meeting 400 1/5/2025
Kal Monthly Meeting 1,134  1/22 &2/28/25
Kent Monthly Meeting 714 1/17/2025
Mid-Ohio Valley Monthly Meeting 180 1/24/2025
North Columbus Monthly Meeting 1,260 12/9/2024
Oberlin Monthly Meeting 1,100 1/31/2025
Pittsburgh Monthly Meeting 4,956 2/7/2025
Red Cedar Monthly Meeting 3,066 1/5/2025 Expected, Actualas  Variance,
Wooster Monthly Meeting 504 1/31/2025 per a%of  favorable
_budget  Budget (unfavorabie)

Subtotal - contributing MM or WG 26,818 27,510 97% (692)

Individuals - via check 5

Individuals - via FFC online 50

Individuals - via RegFox 27

Interest income from Savings Acct 34

In-kind  Total contribution income

Total Cash Contribution Income 26,935 + - 26,935

FFC Dividend Income (Base Acct only) 1,044
Total Income 27,979 (cash income, excluding in-kind)
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LEYM General Fund Expenses - with comparison to Budget

For the 2024-2025 Fiscal Year (12 months ending June 30, 2025) Variance, Non-cash Total
Actual Actual budget-to- inding e
Including in-
Account Expense Budget expense actual, donations kind,
through (annual) asa % of favorable zb/m through
3/6/2025 Budget (unfavorable) 3/6/2025
ns
Contract Worker: Database Manager 533.50 3,575 15% 3,042 534
Contract Worker: Digital Comm Facil'r 1,303.50 5775 23% 4472 1,304
Insurance 613.00 650 94% 37 613
Office/administration 307.44 1,100 28% 793 307
Advancement & Outreach . 100 0% 100 -
Ministry & Nurture - 100 0% 100 - -
Publications 2,637.95 3,500 75% 862 - 2,638
Members
Attend conference w/ Quaker values - 500 0% 500 - -
Organizations
Friends General Conference 6,200.00 6,200 100% - 6,200
Olney Friends School 3,100.00 3,100 100% - 3,100
Swarthmore records project 150.00 150 100% - - 150
Subtotal cash expenditures 14,845 24,750 60% 9,905 - 14,845
Transfers from General Fund to other Funds
Annual Meeting Fund 5,000.00 5,000 100% -
Travel Fund 1,500.00 1,500 100% -
FWCC Travel Fund & Donation 1,800.00 1,800 100% -
Subtotal Transfers 8,300.00 8,300 -
Totals - General Fund Expenses 23,145.39 33,050 70% 9,905
LEYM Summary of Funds for the Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Floor! /Ceiling
Friends Subtotal: Suggested
Fund Name Beginning Fiduciary  Transfers activity for Ending floor/ceiling
Balance as account  between Cash Cash current Balance as amounts for
of 7/1/2024 activity' funds Income  Expense fiscalyear  of 3/6/2025 each fund
General Fund’ 36,402.84 2,599.73  (8,300.00) 26,934.53  (14,84539)  6,388.87 42,791.71 na 0000
Annual Meeting Fund 2,954.99 5,000.00 (11,840.00)  (6,840.00) (3,885.01) 1000 00
Travel Fund 2,74525 1,500.00 (919.23) 580.77 332602 200 4%
Youth Activities Fund * 5,807.90 953.27 345.00 (775.00) 523.27 6,331.17 4000 000
Quaker Coll/Svc Schol Fund 4,000.00 - - - - 4,000.00 2000 4
HS Teen Retreat Fund 4,000.00 - - - 4,000.00 a0 400
Ministry Scholarship Fund 1,649.00 - - 1,649.00 na 2000
Spiritual Formation Fund 2,769.34 30000 625277  (7,09532)  (S42.55) 2,226.79 s0 200
Consultation Fund 3,143.68 - - 3,143.68 s00 200
Traveling Ministries Fund 3,500.00 - 3,500.00 na "
Work Projects Fund 218239 - 218239 20
FWCC Travel Fund 6,714.83 900.00 - (2,229.00)  (1,329.00) 5,385.83 na 0000
FWCC Travel Donation - 900.00 - 900.00 900.00 000
P
Granville Youth Fund * 9,357.66 444.21 (178.27) 265.94 9,623.60 na e
Prepaid Expense 925.00 (1,075.00) (1,075.00) (150.00) na ~
| 86,152.88 3,043.94 - 3353230 (37,703.94) _ (1,127.70) 85,025.18

NOTES>  Funds other than the General Fund are managed through accounting and may be subsidized from the General Fund.

* Friends Fiduciary Corp (FFC) activity includes dividends and net change portfolio value due to market conditions. See Balance Sheet for detail

“ FFC General (Base) Account activity is included here in LEYM's General Fund.
* Granville Friends Youth Fund is a separate FFC account. FFC activity shown on this line reflects only that fund's change in portfolio value.

" FFC dollars transferred to this line represent dividends paid to the Granville Friends Youth Fund during current fiscal year and credited to YAF.

> Established in FY13-14 by a donation toward LEYM's Traveling Ministry Program, this fund has had no activity from inception to date.
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Note that this is in addition to other travel expenses that were
added to what can be covered last year. (Details and necessary
changes to Policies and Procedures appear in the minutes for the
Annual Sessions, starting on page 48.)

RM 2025-09 Ministry & Nurture Committee: Flo Friender
(Kalamazoo) reported.

So far, the Committee has received reports from 12 Meetings on
their consideration of the LEYM Annual Query. The Committee
continues to support “Clerks’ Chats” among Monthly Meeting
clerks and others. The next one will be on March 20. They are
assembling information on how one can attend our various
Monthly Meetings that are hybrid and plan to share it to
encourage Friends to visit one another’s Meetings. The full
report follows.

Ministry & Nurture Committee report: Ministry & Nurture has
faithfully met monthly by Zoom since August of 2024. Members are
Dennis Gregg (Ann Arbor), Christopher Farrand (Cleveland), Kathleen
Helbling (Broadmead), Ellerie Brownfain (Birmingham), Tom Blackwell
(Ann Arbor), Recording Clerk, and Flo Friender (Kalamazoo), Clerk.

From the 18 Meetings we expect to hear from, we have, to this date,
received responses from 12 Meetings to the 2024—2025 Annual Query.

We supported a Clerks’ Chat on January 23, attended by 15 people,
and have scheduled another on March 20, 2025 at 7:00 pm. One need
not be a clerk to attend this meeting and/or bring concerns from their
Meeting.

We are assembling information on hybrid meetings to allow Friends to
virtually visit other Meetings, and are working with Advancement &
Outreach to coordinate Meeting visitations to smaller Meetings and
Worship Groups. We want to know if Meetings are interested in being
visited.

Sally Weaver Sommer (Broadmead) reported on the Spiritual
Formation Program. Serving with Sally on that program’s
planning committee are Barbara LeSage (North Columbus),

11
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Ellerie Brownfain (Birmingham), Valerie Groszmann
(Kalamazoo), and Olwen Pritchard (Broadmead). The retreat in
the fall was led by Don McCormick, with the spring retreat
scheduled for May 3. There was a mid-year check-in session in
January. Next year’s speaker will be Michael Wajda. More
information will follow.

RM 2025-10 Publications & Archives Committee: Jeff
Cooper (Ann Arbor) reported.

Jeff was asked to say a few words about updates to LEYM
Policies and Procedures, a publication that describes how we do
our work (or “the Practice” without “the Faith”). The
Publications & Archives Committee has responsibility for
keeping Policies and Procedures up to date, based on decisions
made by the Yearly Meeting. Jeff has taken on this work and
updates P&P a few times a year. Then he asks Bill Warters to
load the new version on the website. Changes are usually quite
small and so the new versions are not publicized. If anyone sees
a problem with P&P, please let Jeff know.

The Committee has responsibility for reporting on workshops at
Annual Meeting in the Annual Records. This year there are 13
workshops and only 4 members of the Committee. Volunteers to
help are welcome.

RM 2025-11 Peace & Justice Committee: Claire Cohen
(Pittsburgh) reported.

The Committee surveyed all the monthly meetings in LEYM to
ask them about their local peace committees. Based on
information acquired from the answers to the survey, they have
planned a three-part seminar that will help guide meetings in
how peace committees are formed and how they function. The
seminars will be recorded and preserved on our website. The
first seminar will be presented Sunday, April 6.

The Committee is tracking the progress of a lawsuit brought by
FGC and other faith organizations that aims to prevent ICE from

12
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entering houses of worship. (An earlier and similar suit was
brought by several Yearly Meetings.) A preliminary hearing will
be held March 14, at which time it is hoped the judge will issue
an injunction preventing ICE from carrying out searches in our
Meeting spaces. Because we are a constituent part of FGC, all of
our Meetings and Worship Groups would be covered by
decisions made in this case. It could take a long time to be fully
resolved in court.

In discussion, a Friend added that FGC’s suit is in conjunction
with some 20 other religious bodies. Friends suggested that
Monthly Meetings might wish to discern and write a statement
on this issue for the intrinsic value of going through this process
together. A Friend asked whether the Committee is interacting
with the Alternatives to Violence Project, and Claire responded
that they have been encouraging meetings to consider AVP as
part of their activity. There are two Friends who are attending
committee meetings without being appointed as members. The
Nominating Committee will pursue the question of whether they
wish to be appointed. A Friend asked the Committee to consider
if there are minutes of conscience that could be seasoned and
brought to Annual Sessions.

Peace & Justice Committee report:

e We started out with 3 members: Claire Cohen, Don Buckingham,
and Paul Helbling. Later, Phil Volk and Mary Finney joined.

e The first thing we did was to do a survey of Meetings and Worship
Groups in LEYM to see how many have, have had, or want to have
Peace and Justice (or Peace and Social Concerns) committees. The
survey included questions on the quality of functioning of the
committees. We sent the survey to the clerks. After a few attempts
at contact, we got a roughly 30% response and went with that.

e We also decided to send notifications to all Meetings, through
their clerks, of International Peace Day and International Human
Rights Day yearly, so that Meetings might plan events around
them, if they wish.

13
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e From reviewing the surveys we got back, it was clear there are a lot
of issues around the functioning of Peace and Justice committees,
such as having difficulty forming one at all, difficulty recruiting
members, difficulty agreeing on what to work on, difficulty finding
resources, etc. So, we decided to do a seminar series to be
recorded and kept on the LEYM website for Meetings as a resource
for Meeting Peace and Justice Committees. We ended up with a
two- to three-part seminar. (Included is the agenda for the first
session of the seminar, which we plan to hold on Sunday, April 6,
from 1 to 3 PM. The second session will focus more on problems.
The Format will be similar. The Third one will probably be
sometime in September and will have speakers from AFSC and
FCNL discussing resources.)

e InJanuary of 2025, a group of Quaker Meetings filed suit against
the Department of Homeland Security over their policy ending
restrictions of ICE arrests in “sensitive locations” such as houses of
worship. On February 11, FGC filed a suit on behalf of all its
component parts, so that other Yearly and Monthly Meetings need
not file. There will be a preliminary hearing in D.C. on March 14.
FGC is hoping that the judge will issue an injunction against ICE
while waiting for the trial. Because the government is being
inundated with lawsuits right now, it could take up to several
months for the trial to occur. An injunction has been issued in the
first suit brought by Philadelphia YM, Baltimore YM, and NEYM.

RM 2025-12 Adult & Family Program Committee: Clémence
Ravacon-Mershon (Erie Worship Group) reported.

Clémence presented several of the highlights that we can look
forward to at our Annual Meeting in Ashland this summer.
These include 13 workshops, Plenary Speaker Pamela Haines,
and Bible Study led by Doug Gwyn. Diane Mott is writing a
report on the Youth Program for the LEYM Bulletin to encourage
families to attend. The full report follows.

Adult & Family Program report: On Friday morning, LEYM is welcome
to visit with the staff at the Ashland Center for Non Violence. On
Friday and Saturday mornings, we will offer Worship Sharing followed
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by Bible Study, led by Doug Gwyn. Also on Saturday morning, Paul
Helbling will facilitate a time of extended worship concurrent with
Worship Sharing and Bible Study. During the 3 Workshop sessions,
Friday afternoon, Saturday morning, and Saturday afternoon, there
will be 13 workshops to choose from. Plenary Speaker Pamela Haines
and her partner, Chuck Esser, will be presenting two different
workshops. The Saturday evening program is currently under the
careful collaboration of two committees: Advancement & Outreach
and Adult & Family Program. More details encouraging Monthly
Meeting participation will be forthcoming.

RM 2025-13 Arrangements & Site Committee: Carolyn
Lejuste (Red Cedar) reported.

The Committee is preparing information about registration for
the next LEYM Bulletin. Carolyn will be working directly with
staff at Ashland University in the coming weeks. Online
registration will once again be offered.

RM 2025-14 Youth & Children Program Committee

Diane Mott (Broadmead) was unable to attend, but reported to
the clerk that there has been some progress in securing a new
space for the Fall Youth Retreat, but it has not yet been finalized.

RM 2025-15 Nominating Committee: Clémence Ravagon-
Mershon (Erie Worship Group) reported.

The Committee has begun talking to people about their service
and is discerning the needs of the Yearly Meeting. At present
they see the most pressing needs as an assistant clerk and
additional people to serve on the Publications & Archives
Committee.

RM 2025-16 Database Manager: Susan Loucks (Pittsburgh)
reported.

Susan Loucks, our new database manager, has found the work to
be relatively straightforward so far. She has questions about the
purpose of the database that should be addressed at some time:
what should be in the database? — Is it all the members of all the
Meetings, or just the information we put in the Annual Records
each year? A Friend suggested that a group could be formed to
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help discern this question with Susan. Joe Mills (Kalamazoo) is
interested in serving on such an ad hoc committee, and Bill
Warters (Birmingham) is also interested. As clerk, Joe will name
an ad hoc committee.

Finally, we minuted with gratitude the care and hospitality
Pittsburgh Meeting offered us, and closed in worship.
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LEYM Annual Meeting
Minutes and Reports
June 12-15, 2025

Sessions were held in a blended (hybrid) format with many
participants in person at Ashland University, Ashland, Ohio, and
a few online.

Clerks’ table: Joe Mills (Kalamazoo), Clerk; Jack Smith (Red
Cedar), Assistant Clerk; Peggy Daub (Ann Arbor), Recording
Clerk

SESSION 1: Thursday, June 12, 2025, 7:30pm — 9:00pm

YM 2025-01 Opening and Reading of Epistle

Clerk Joe Mills welcomed the group of Friends gathered at
Ashland University in Ashland, Ohio for the 63rd Annual
Meeting of Lake Erie Yearly Meeting on Thursday, June 12,
2025. Friends settled into restorative worship at 7:30 pm.

From the silence, Assistant Clerk Jack Smith read an epistle
from the FWCC World Plenary held near Johannesburg, South
Africa, in August 2024. Some 500 Friends from 53 countries and
95 Yearly Meetings gathered in person and online to consider the
theme “Living the Spirit of Ubuntu: Responding with Hope to
God’s Call to Cherish Creation and One Another.” They found
that the Zulu word Ubuntu, meaning “l am because we are,”
helped Friends go beyond their individual selves to see the
power and work of the Holy Spirit among them.

They expanded their understanding and appreciation for who
they are, recognizing a shared founder (George Fox) and yet a
multitude of differences, while also seeing shared Friendship,
deep commitment to peace and justice, love of the earth, and
love of God. They bridged geographical and language
differences with an inclusive spirit. A group of 46 Young Adult
Friends came together for four days before the gathering and
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formed a world committee of eight Young Adult Friends from all
FWCC sections. Friends at the larger gathering talked and
talked, seeking to discern Spirit-led ways forward from different
perspectives. They ask for God’s blessing on the spaces between
them as they go forward repeating “We are still here. We are
one,” and seeking a better world for all creation.

[full text: https://fwce.world/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/WPM-
2024-epistle_KiSwahili-Espanol-English.pdf]

YM 2025-02 Welcome and holding the sessions in Light

The clerk appreciated Friends’ efforts to gather together tonight.
He thanked two Friends who volunteered to hold this session in
Light. Other Friends will continue this practice as our sessions
proceed.

YM 2025-03 Site Committee: Bill Warters (Birmingham)
reported.

Bill welcomed Friends back to Ashland. As digital
communications facilitator, he explained that he will be sending
out a brief, newsy email each evening describing events of the
next day. He invited Friends to use the mobile app for our
Annual Meeting and explained how to use the campus Wi-Fi.

Bill shared a snapshot of who is attending here (as of Tuesday),
noting a surge in Young Adult Friends and a good distribution of
ages overall. There is also a good geographical distribution of
attenders from across our Yearly Meeting. Our lunchtimes will
include “topic lunches” on Fridays and Saturdays, when Friends
are invited to gather at tables to consider specific topics. Colored
dots on our nametags designate another way to gather, this time
at breakfast, in random groups to chat. Many Friends have
donated money and volunteered their efforts to help make our
meeting a success.

This year, there is a special opportunity Saturday afternoon to
participate in a peace vigil or walk a short distance to join in the
town’s “No Kings” rally protesting authoritarianism. Materials
are being provided for Friends to make signs to take to these
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public demonstrations of our beliefs. There will also be a
simultaneous Meeting for Worship in our meeting space for
Friends to hold these efforts in Light and Love.

YM 2025-04 Program Committee: Clémence Ravagon
Mershon (Erie Worship Group) reported.

Last September the Program Committee began their search for a
theme and speaker without having any idea of what would
happen in the national election and what the tenor of the country
would be this June. In spiritual discernment they personally felt
the loss of Friends and diminishing abilities, coming up with the
theme “Mending Our Nets: The Power of Becoming Whole.”
When they invited Pamela Haines to consider being our plenary
speaker, she shared a vision of a five-step process: 1) Valuing
our nets, 2) Noticing the holes, 3) Grieving the losses, 4)
Connecting with the community, and 5) Mending the nets.

YM 2025-05 Youth and Children Program: Diane Mott
(Broadmead) reported.

Thirteen children and youth from six families are attending this
year, showing a steady regrowth in the program, although not yet
back to the pre-pandemic levels. Each morning, they will begin
with “morning collection,” followed by different activities for
the younger children and older youth. She asked for volunteer
drivers to help transport our younger children on Saturday.

YM 2025-06 Roll Call

The Recording Clerk read through the list of Monthly Meetings
and Worship Groups within the Yearly Meeting and Friends
stood when their meetings were named. Official numbers from
each meeting are listed below based on registration.
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Akron 1 Kalamazoo 7
Ann Arbor 11 Kent 0
Athens 9 Mid-Ohio Valley 0
Birmingham 6 North Columbus 7
Broadmead 12 Oberlin 4
Cleveland 4 Pittsburgh 11
Delaware 1 Red Cedar 12
Detroit 8 Wooster 4
Grand Rapids 1 Erie Worship Group 1
Granville 0 LEYM (No 11
Meeting)
Holland 0 Other 8

The clerk welcomed first-time attenders and asked them to
introduce themselves. Included were Friends Gerard Wenson and
Andrew Wenson (Birmingham), Mary Kay Pozo and Mateo
Pozo (Pittsburgh), Kelsey Middlemiss, Chelsea Middlemiss, and
[redacted] (Red Cedar), Bryant Stuckey and Mari Isaac Madison
(Detroit), and Emilia Marcyk-Taylor and Chandlee Marcyk-
Taylor (Red Cedar).

We also welcomed visitors to Yearly Meeting in attendance,
including Jackson Napier (Berea, Kentucky), Doug Gwyn (Clear
Creek Meeting, Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting), Chuck Esser and
Pamela Haines (Central Philadelphia Monthly Meeting), Nathan
Kleban (Right Sharing of World Resources, lowa Yearly
Meeting), Bee Wang (Community Friends Meeting, Ohio
Valley Yearly Meeting), Windy Cooler (Sandy Springs Monthly
Meeting, Baltimore Yearly Meeting), and Marvin Barnes
(Detroit, FGC visitor).

YM 2025-07 Remembering Friends who were not able to
attend this year

Friends named Rosemary Coffey (Pittsburgh); Geoff & Inge
Brieger (Birmingham), Susan McEwan (Birmingham), Paul
Helbling (Broadmead), and Vaughan Peebles (Wabash, Indiana).
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Paulette Meier (Community Friends Meeting), our plenary
speaker last year, sent her regards.

YM 2025-08 Naming Committee: Rebecca Morehouse (Ann
Arbor) and Claire Cohen (Pittsburgh) reported.

The clerk explained that, as an expedient, Friends Claire Cohen,
Rebecca Morehouse, and Rick Adams (North Columbus) were
approved in advance of this meeting by Executive Committee to
serve as a Naming Committee. They will discern Friends to
serve on our Nominating Committee. The Yearly Meeting
confirmed approval of these Friends to serve.

Rebecca and Claire reported that after previously contacting 20
Friends who were not able to serve, in the last few days they
have found several people who do feel led to serve. They expect
to bring us a report later this week.

YM 2025-09 Harassment Discernment Committee

The Yearly Meeting approved the following Friends to serve on
the Harassment Discernment Committee: Bill Warters
(Birmingham), Carolyn Lejuste (Red Cedar), and Aran Reinhart
(Broadmead).

YM 2025-10 Epistle Committee

The Meeting approved the following Friends to serve on the
Epistle Committee: Jack Smith (Red Cedar), Alexa Kay
(Pittsburgh), Susan Loucks (Pittsburgh), and Jonah Brownfain
(Broadmead).

YM 2025-11 Memorial minutes

Jeff Cooper (Ann Arbor) read Memorial Minutes for Alan
Connor and Anne Ogren, both of Ann Arbor Meeting. The full
text of both will be included in the LEYM Annual Records and
on the LEYM website.

YM 2025-12 Announcements

Greg Mott (Broadmead) invited Friends to join in a brief time of
closing or collection in worship this evening and other evenings
of Annual Meeting.
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SESSION 2: Friday, June 13, 2025, 10:30am — 12:00pm

YM 2025-13 The clerk invited Friends to worship. From the
centering worship, Jack Smith read an epistle from Friends of
New England Yearly Meeting, who met in Castleton, Vermont,
and online in August 2024, their 364™ Annual Meeting. Friends
at that meeting grieved the turmoil in the world and
acknowledged their own participation in many of the world’s
crises, such as climate change, political polarization, and white
supremacy. They have experienced conflict themselves and see a
need to strengthen their response to conflict. They tried to
understand ways in which they enact patterns of oppression even
as they learned more about how their predecessors in the Yearly
Meeting were deeply, directly, and intimately involved in the
creation and sustenance of Native American boarding schools.
And yet, they affirmed the joy and consolation of their
community in the Spirit, were reminded of their blessings, and
long to become perfect in love.

[full epistle: https://fwcc.world/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/New-England-YM-2024.pdf ]

YM 2025-14 Additional First Time Attenders
Susan McEwan (Birmingham) and Susan Waltz (Red Cedar),
both attending online, introduced themselves.

YM 2025-15 Advancement & Outreach Committee: Susan
Hartman (Ann Arbor) reported.

The work of the Committee is to let Monthly Meetings know
what the Yearly Meeting can offer them and to listen to the
needs and concerns of the constituent Meetings. This year, they
presented three online panels on concerns shared by many
Meetings. The topics were property and space concerns, hybrid
meetings, and families with children. Look for recordings of the
sessions on our website (LEYM.org). They welcome feedback
and suggestions of panel topics for the coming year.

The Committee enjoyed reading the State of the Meeting reports
from our Meetings, which inspired an activity of asking each
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Monthly Meeting to create a puzzle piece describing their
uniqueness. The pieces are on display here, so that people can
guess which Meeting is represented by which description. They
also created a slide show presentation about the Yearly Meeting
and shared it with Monthly Meetings to encourage better
attendance at our Annual Meeting.

They appreciated being able to use the Traveling Ministry Fund
(as approved at Representative Meeting) to support these visits
by their Committee members. (The full report is below.)

A Friend asked whether the Committee is planning inter-
visitation with other Yearly Meetings, explaining that seeing
other ways people do things is broadening to our understanding
of Quakerism. Susan said they would consider this.

YM 2025-16 Publications & Archives Committee: Jeff
Cooper (Ann Arbor) reported.

Christopher Farrand (Cleveland) will continue to be editor of the
LEYM Bulletin and Elise Yoder (Pittsburgh) editor of the LEYM
Annual Records in the coming year. Last year, as an experiment,
a version of the Annual Records (minus personal information)
was made available on the website. There seems to have been
little use of it, but the Committee would be interested in hearing
reactions. The Committee has responsibility for keeping our
Policies and Procedures manual up to date by reflecting changes
in policy or procedures approved here or at Representative
Meeting. With two long-time members of the Committee
reaching the end of their terms this year, additional Friends are
needed to serve. (The full report is below, pp. 42—43.)

YM 2025-17 Ministry & Nurture Committee: Flo Friender
(Kalamazoo) reported.

The Committee has met monthly by Zoom through this year.
They collected responses to the annual query from several
meetings and so far have 15 State of the Meeting reports.
Summaries of these reports have been prepared. They also
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hosted “clerks’ chats” in which Monthly Meeting clerks can talk
with each other. Dennis Gregg will serve as co-clerk of the
Committee in the coming year.

(The Committee’s summaries of responses to the annual query
and of state of the meeting reports appear on pp. 58—64 , the
report from the Spiritual Formation Group Planning Committee
on pp. 64-66.)

YM 2025-18 Peace & Justice Committee: Claire Cohen
(Pittsburgh) reported.

After a hiatus, the Committee became active again during last
year’s Annual Meeting. Members include Claire Cohen, Don
Buckingham (North Columbus), Paul Helbling (Broadmead),
Mary Finney (North Columbus), and Phil Volk (Ann Arbor).
They have taken on as their main work supporting peace and
justice work being done by committees within Monthly
Meetings. They surveyed Monthly Meetings about their work
and then presented a two-part webinar called “Stimulating Do-
able Peace and Justice Work in our Monthly Meetings.” The
Committee also forwarded email notices about events and news
of peace making at the national level.

Claire said that the peace vigil Saturday midday will be at the
fountain across from our meeting site. The vigil seems especially
important in response to Israel beginning to bomb Iran during
our Annual Meeting. Friends are invited to the No Kings Rally
sponsored by the Ashland community. Friends are also invited to
ask their U.S. Senators to support Senate Bill 761 to setup a
Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding Schools.
More members are needed to continue this Committee’s
important work. (The full report is below, pp. 43—44.)

YM 2025-19 Friendly Reminder of Why Minutes Matter.
Susan Loucks (Pittsburgh) spoke on the importance of listening
carefully to minutes read back to the body and asking, “Is this
true?” and “Is this what happened?” This practice is an important
part of our discernment and bears witness to truth.
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YM 2025-20 Nominating Committee: Clémence Ravagon-
Mershon (Erie Worship Group) reported.

Clémence outlined the positions the Committee is working to fill
and the appointments it will be bringing for approval later in this
meeting.

YM 2025-21 Committee Sharing Session

The clerk invited Friends to go to designated areas of the room to
talk with committee clerks and to learn more about their
committee’s work.

SESSION 3: Friday, June 13, 2025, 1:15Spm — 3:15pm

YM 2025-22 From settling worship, Jack Smith read the Epistle
from Britain Yearly Meeting, which met at Friends House,
Frontier Centre, Northamptonshire, and online in May 2025.
About 1,000 Friends of all ages met with a special focus on
Friends’ historic peace testimony and what it means today,
asking “What is your message of peace for the world?”” and
“What brings you a sense of inner peace?” They noted that this is
an anxious time for the world and feel challenged to accept the
radical peacemaker in themselves and others, as well as
exploring how they can address violence and conflict in their
communities.

They spent much time together praying for the situation in Gaza
and were moved to speak out. As promptings of love and truth in
their heart pushed them to step up, they tried to do so in a spirit
of adventure and joy while retaining tenderness to pursue radical
peacemaking. At the end of their meeting, many in London stood
in silent worship as witnesses to world peace and inner peace.
[full text: https://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/yearly-meeting-

2025-epistle]

YM 2025-23 Announcement from Valerie Groszmann
(Kalamazoo).

Valerie, manager of our bookstore at this meeting, noted that
Friends are invited to insert a slip of paper with their name in
books to indicate which they wish to buy. People who will attend
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the Spiritual Formation Retreat in the fall can talk to Valerie
about ordering books they can pick up then.

YM 2025-24 Treasurer’s Report: Tom Kangas (North
Columbus) reported.

LEYM Treasurer Tom Kangas said that the finances of the
Yearly Meeting are in good shape overall. Our revenues for the
year have been as expected. Expenses for the year thus far
(ending June 30) are about 86% of the amount budgeted. Final
data on the income and expenses of our Annual Meeting are
incomplete but will be shared in the Fall LEYM Bulletin. 1t is
possible some of the subsidy meant for the Annual Meeting Fund
will not be needed.

After many years of not finding use for our Traveling Ministries
Fund, at our Representative Meeting in March 2025 we approved
its use by the Advancement & Outreach Committee for their
work in visiting constituent Monthly Meetings and Worship
Groups. That intervisitation has begun. (The full report and
financial statement are below, pp. 45—47 and 54-56.)

YM 2025-25 Finance Committee, Draft Budget: Joanne
Neuroth (Red Cedar) reported.

Joanne Neuroth, clerk of the Finance Committee, presented a
draft budget for our consideration. The draft budget includes an
increase of about 2.5% in the hourly pay rate for both the digital
communications facilitator and the database manager. The hours
projected to be worked by the database manager are reduced
because the database system is stable and does not need
development this year.

Slight increases in our donations to Olney Friends School and
Friends General Conference are suggested. There is a line
reserved as a contingency to help North Columbus in their
acquisition of a new meetinghouse if they are able to move
forward this year. Additions to the FWCC travel fund for our
representatives are not needed, but we will contribute to the
FWCC Donation Fund as we usually do.
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When the Committee recommended that the Consultation Fund
be laid down at last year’s Annual Meeting, there was a request
to wait a year to see if a need for the fund arose. No need has
been identified. The Committee proposes that the amount in the
fund ($3,144) be returned to the general fund. The assessment
we suggest to our Monthly Meetings would remain at $42 per
member in the coming year.

Marvin Barnes (Detroit) brought to the attention of Friends that
House Bill 9495 could potentially take away non-profit status for
religious organizations affiliated with groups not in agreement
with government policy. He suggested we start planning for this.
(The full report is below, pp. 47 and 57.)

YM 2025-26 Finance Committee, Change in Reimbursement
Policy: Joann Neuroth (Red Cedar) reported.

The Committee proposes that LEYM change its policy in
reimbursement for travel so that the cost of food paid to the
event organizer may be reimbursed. This is based on how
difficult it is to separate food charges from other charges when
Friends travel on our behalf. The change would make it much
easier for both our representatives and our Treasurer. Friends
approved this change in our policy for travel reimbursement, so
that reimbursement for food costs when Friends travel for
LEYM is no longer disallowed. (Proposed changes to the LEYM
Policies and Procedures are below but were not considered at
this meeting.)

YM 2025-27 Changing the LEYM Database Records: Joe
Mills and Susan Loucks reported.

Clerk Joe Mills said that our current policy is to gather and retain
lists of everyone in the Yearly Meeting community. Our
Database Manager is responsible for this. The following change
is proposed:

The Yearly Meeting will no longer collect and update the names
and contact information of all members and attenders of its
constituent Monthly Meetings. It will continue to provide names
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and contact information in its database for people who 1) have a
role in a Monthly Meeting or the Yearly Meeting or 2) attended
the previous year's Annual Meeting. The Yearly Meeting will
keep a list of the names of all members of a Monthly Meeting at
the request of such Meeting. It will also keep a list of number of
members and former members of meetings, as well as weddings
in the care of Meetings.

Susan Loucks (Pittsburgh), Database Manager, explained that we
have been collecting the information but have not used it to
publish a Directory of all members of our Meeting communities
since 2009. We want to keep lists of all people who have
appointed roles in the Monthly Meetings, those with roles in the
Yearly Meeting, and those who attended the latest Annual
Meeting, all of which go into the Directory published in the
LEYM Annual Records. Susan clarified that we are proposing to
omit information that has been added to the database but is not
published anywhere; the Annual Records Directory would not be
affected.

A Friend asked how we contact our Meeting communities. Susan
responded that our practice for some time has been to send many
things to Monthly Meeting Clerks and the Meetings’ LEYM
representatives, asking them to distribute material to the
community, rather than doing so directly to individuals. A few
Friends asked us to consider whether this information is
important for future historians. A Friend pointed out that
Meetings who wish to have the names of all their Meeting
community kept in the LEYM database can still request that.

A Friend said that the question of how we communicate with
individuals throughout the Yearly Meeting could be recon-
sidered. A Friend asked if this change would affect how we
include younger Friends or negatively affect the work of our
Nominating Committee. Is the time needed to collect and enter
the information for more people worth it, or can we do more to
encourage and recruit by directly talking to people? Friends were
not in unity with this proposal. The clerk asked the Publications
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& Archives Committee, working with the database manager, to
season it further.

YM 2025-28 Digital Communications Facilitator: Bill
Warters (Birmingham) reported.

Bill Warters, digital communications facilitator, invited Friends
to join the group who receive emails whenever the LEYM
webpage is updated. This year he rejuvenated the LEYM
Facebook page and continued using our YouTube account,
moving away from Twitter/X posts. Large portions of Bill’s time
go to 1) supporting the Annual Meeting (including development
and improvement of online registration and providing Zoom
accessibility for some events) and 2) updating the website. Bill
said our website continues to be a strong resource and use in
May 2025 reached 5,000 unique visitors for the month. He
thanked Jeff Cooper, of the Publications & Archives Committee,
for his assistance in setting up a new page of full-text and/or
video recordings of past LEYM Plenary talks. (The full report is
below, pp. 51-53.)

YM 2025-29 Friends Peace Teams: Cassic Cammann (Ann
Arbor) reported.

Peace workers from Friends Peace Teams (FPT) are working in
countries in which there is active combat, including Myanmar
(Burma), Israel-Palestine, the Democratic Republic of Congo,
and Ukraine. They are helping refugees from Sudan and other
countries with repressive regimes or who have suffered from
war, conflict, and internal violence. The organization is also
working on itself in order to operate in a decolonized manner.
The Friends Peace Teams’ work is done almost completely with
volunteer effort, and they would welcome other Friends to join.
(The full report is below, pp. 76-77.)
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YM 2025-30 Report from Detroit Friends Meeting.

A video was shown detailing the progress Detroit Friends
Meeting has made in renovating their new Meetinghouse and
describing work still to be done. [Link to video:

https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=8b0oPgbUMsY |

SESSION 4: Saturday, June 14, 2025, 1:15pm — 3:15pm

YM 2025-31 Witnessing to peace.

Friends were invited to spend the first part of this business
session joining one or more of the opportunities available to
witness to our peace testimony. Some Friends created a vigil for
peace on a sidewalk outside our meeting site on the campus of
Ashland University. Some marched to the center of the town of
Ashland to participate in the “No Kings” rally there. A third
group stayed in worship at our site to hold in the Light these
witness activities and others like them taking place across the
country today in response to the display of militarism in
Washington, DC, the sudden onset of war between Israel and
Iran, the political suppression of free expression, the ongoing
denial of rights and abrupt deportation of immigrants, and new
government policies that deter efforts to slow climate change and
increase the risks of hunger and lack of medical care in our
communities.

YM 2025-32 Beginning at about 2:00 pm Friends returning
from the vigil and rally joined Friends already in worship at our
site. From the silence, Jack Smith read an epistle from Baltimore
Yearly Meeting, which met in July 2024. In a retreat led by
Francisco Burgos, Friends were asked to notice when Spirit was
challenging them and to recognize a collective call to be loving
within the world. Their youth program was vital and the adults
who sang in a campus chapel found renewal there.

The Indigenous Affairs Committee has begun a reparations effort
focusing on the harm done to the Pawnee Nation through BYM-
supported Quaker boarding schools that deprived children of
their language and culture and tore families apart. The group
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recognized this as a first step in a difficult process. They heard a
report from Rania Maayeh on the conditions in Ramallah Friends
School and recent horrors experienced in the West Bank and
Gaza and produced a minute on the Middle East that was
subsequently seasoned by the full Yearly Meeting.

YM 2025-33 Memorial Minutes

Carol Meyer-Niedzwiecki (Kalamazoo) read a Memorial Minute
for Doug Howe, and Valerie Groszmann (Kalamazoo) read one
for Patrick Reardon, both of the Kalamazoo Meeting community.
The full texts will be included in the LEYM Annual Records and
on the LEYM website.

YM 2025-34 Traveling minute

Clerk Joe Mills read a travelling minute from Sandy Springs
Meeting (Maryland) carried by Windy Cooler, who is a visitor at
this Annual Meeting. We welcome her sojourn with us.

YM 2025-35 Reports from LEYM Representatives to other
organizations.

e Marvin Barnes (Detroit) currently serves as clerk of the
Friends General Conference. He described many less-
noticed FGC programs including their Young Adult & Youth
Ministries, the Ministry on Racism, the Spiritual Deepening
Program, and QuakerPress Publishing. The FGC
Meetinghouse Fund has been discontinued through lack of
use. They are in the process of finalizing a reorganization
with a smaller Executive body. They are concerned with a
dwindling number of volunteers and youth participating. An
FGC Gathering of young adults/youth will take place in
Clarkston, Michigan in July 2025. (The full report is below,
pp. 74-76.)

e Bill Warters (Birmingham) is a representative from LEYM to
the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC). AFSC
completed a reorganization effort that has resulted in good
cross-pollination of programs across offices and geographic
location. They are preparing to face possible political
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32

reprisals that may come because of their work. After years of
effort, they recently succeeded in getting their staff safely out
of Afghanistan. They have staff in Gaza who are doing heroic
work and frequently experience distress and danger. They
cooperate on programs with QUNO (Quaker United Nations
Organization.) Bill has heard staff say they believe that
“AFSC was built for times like these,” in that they can
support their staff through difficult times, and they have well-
established relationships throughout the world. (The full
report is below, pp. 66—73.)

Jack Smith urged Friends to consider joining the Apartheid-
Free Community sponsored by AFSC and made up of faith
partners who have pledged to support the dismantlement of
apartheid in Gaza.

Clémence Ravagon-Mershon reported on Friends World
Committee on Consultation (FWCC), a worldwide
organization of Quakers and Friends. They completed a
capital campaign in 2024. Within the Section of the
Americas, they have updated a bi-lingual glossary of Quaker
terms in English and Spanish to support their work. FWCC
recently began Quaker Connect, a program of support for
Quaker Meetings and Friends Churches in a geographic area.
The next Section of the Americas’ meeting will be in
Plainfield, Indiana. Tom Kangas added that Jonah Brownfain,
of our Yearly Meeting, will serve on a board of Young Adult
Friends that formed during the FWCC World Plenary in
South Africa last year. (Separate report by Ellerie Brownfain
on the 2024 World Plenary is below, pp. 77-80.)

Jana Norlin (Grand Rapids) reported on the participation of
Latin America Friends at the FWCC Section of the
Americas meeting in Phoenix in March 2025. Friends from
Latin America were more fully present in all aspects of this
section meeting, including presentations, committee reports,
leadership of sessions, attending and participating online, and
attending a pre-gathering of Young Adults. Jana served on a
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team of Friends holding bilingual Friends in Light as they
faced the challenging task of interpreting the words of
speakers with a spiritual sense. The bi-lingual glossary is a
much-appreciated accomplishment. (The full report is below,
pp. 80-83.)

SESSION 5: Sunday, June 15, 2025, 8:45am — 9:30am

YM 2025-36 From the settling worship, Jack Smith read an
epistle from Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting’s June 2024 sessions
on the campus of Earlham College and online. Their gathering’s
theme of “Joy” was reflected in many kinds of activities and in
their State of the Society report, which was filled with more
optimism than was seen for a few years, expressing a sense of
spiritual renewal and community revitalization. They created the
position of Social Action Coordinator. One of their plenary
speakers, Rev. Rhetta Morgan, urged people to encounter their
“joyfire” but also encouraged Friends to learn to wail, as itis a
powerful tool for healing.

[Full text: https://fwcc.world/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/OVYM-Annual-Sessions-Epistle-

024.pdf]

YM 2025-37 Announcement: Valerie Groszmann (Kalamazoo)
reported.

Valerie announced that some books that had been displayed in
the bookstore (four copies of Pamela Haines’s book, That Clear
and Certain Sound) could not now be found and asked Friends to
return them.

YM 2025-38 Memorial minutes

Jeff Cooper (Ann Arbor) read brief summaries of the lives of
Catherine McClary, Ruth Zweifler, and Robin Warner, all of
Ann Arbor Meeting. Shelley Kotz read a draft memorial minute
for Judy Greenberg, of Broadmead Meeting. The full memorial
minutes will be included in the LEYM Annual Records and on
the LEYM website.
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YM 2025-39 Youth & Children Program

The youth and children, with their teachers and helpers, joined us
to report. Thirteen youth attended this Annual Meeting. They
listed their favorite things at Annual Meeting, including riding
the carousel, being together, going to the Imagination Station
and Activate (where they were challenged to solve problems),
the older children spending time with the younger children,
finger crocheting, and lots of time to play, have conversations,
and build relationships. They invited Friends to view a visual
display that serves as their epistle.

YM 2025-40 Epistle Committee: Susan Loucks (Pittsburgh)
reported.

The Epistle Committee, consisting of Jack Smith, Alexa Kay,
Susan Loucks, and Jonah Brownfain, presented an epistle for the
2025 Annual Meeting of LEYM. The epistle was approved by
Friends with gratitude, especially for its moving words about
addressing conflict.

Lake Erie Yearly Meeting Epistle
Sixth Month 12—15, 2025

Beloved Friends everywhere: Grace to you and peace from God.

One hundred seventeen Friends from Meetings and Worship
Groups in Michigan, Ohio, and western Pennsylvania returned
with joyful anticipation to the campus of Ashland University in
Ashland, Ohio, for our sixty-third Annual Meeting. Here for our
third year, this location feels ever more like home. In-person
attendees settled quickly into our daily routine, as our location
again provided great support for our business, workshops,
worship, and evening activities. New practices helped online
attendees connect with greater ease for business and plenary
sessions.

With the painful separation of the COVID years behind us,
Friends were very thankful for this precious time to gather,
renew long-standing connections, and welcome newcomers. We
showcased a display of “puzzie pieces,” each created by a
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constituent Meeting or Worship Group, that described some of
the characteristics we bring to the Yearly Meeting as a whole.
All ages—from youth to adult programming—experienced
immediate abundance of Light; togetherness was love beyond
imagination. These connections carried qualities of grace, and
yet we are thankful for the intentionality needed to lay the
groundwork of safety and acceptance. We are dedicated to
continuing to build and extend that culture in addition to
relishing its fruits.

In many ways, a sense of abundance blossomed among us. We
were enriched by the presence and Spirit-led activity of an
increased number of children and older young Friends, and one
newborn who provided frequent, and welcome, ministry. Our
business was completed without significant difficulty or
challenge. Our finances remain stable and adequate for our
work. Our newly re-formed Peace and Justice Committee
reported an active year of work and plans for the next year.
Friends responded to calls for Yearly Meeting service for the
coming year; cared for our newborn during business and
plenary sessions; were generous with donations and gifts of
service during our gathering (carrying trays in the dining hall
and writing summaries of workshops, for instance); and
gracefully adjusted to a bit of rain and minor changes to our
schedule.

We gathered around the theme of “Mending our Nets: The
Power of Becoming Whole.” Friends, we entangle our lives with
others. In so doing, we become a robust whole, like knots of cord
becoming a net. This form lets us gather joys and collect
sorrows, knowing that none is meant to be dealt with alone.

We considered how we respond to the tears in our nets. How can
we transform conflicts in our relationships? How can we become
whole in the face of death in our community? In our plenary
session, Pamela Haines acknowledged the impulse to throw out
the broken and buy its replacement. Though replacement is
possible for the material at the human scale, we are called to a
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mending ethos. Repair is often the only choice—there is no
replacement for our Earth or our social net. We have little loving
choice but to mend what has frayed. We can darn heels and tie
ourselves anew to others in a loving net. It is our mutual
responsibility. Mending society relationship-by-relationship is
establishing God's Kingdom—it is creation caring for itself.
Pamela reminded us not to think only of large-scale rips in our
social net, but to tend to mending in our daily actions and
choices and our relationships with family, friends, and not-yet-
friends. But mending of nets must begin with grieving what has
been lost, while also celebrating those sections that remain vital
and supportive.

Along with love and connection for each other, we carried
constant awareness of the deep gravity of this historical
moment—the unprecedented and accelerating erosion of
democratic, environmental, and social norms and protections in
the United States. We are heartbroken when we consider the
consequences of these trends for ourselves and future
generations. During our meeting, the crisis provided an
opportunity for public witness. Many Friends peacefully
expressed our objections at a Quaker vigil on the campus, the
local branch of a national “No Kings” rally against autocratic
rule, and in worship to hold those who participated in the Light.
Our Bible Study sessions reminded us that early Friends also
wrestled with despair when they saw the promise of God’s
kingdom on earth fade into political chaos and human
oppression. These Friends learned to look for blessing and
spiritual strength “at home” or within themselves, regardless of
external trends.

We carry wounds and experiences that diminish our confidence
in responding as Quakers to these crises. We are primed with
stories of ways our Meetings have not been able to navigate
conflict and places where our personal connections have broken
and failed us, even with people we knew, loved, and trusted. At
the same time, workshops and movies illustrated powerfully how
people such as ourselves can model courage and use existing
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tools to create peace and social change. We hold both this fear
and this potential, as well as hard-won personal lessons that
guide us towards wholeness: fully experiencing our grief to
release old expectations, learning we can love people whose
thoughts or behaviors we see as wrong.

We have been re-called to a greater obedience that frees us from
worldly obedience—not obedience to scarcity mindsets,
individualism, and fear. We can summon personal and collective
power to address the world, and claim the irrevocable power to
live richly in connection, and to love each other well.

Friends, we left this Meeting refreshed and renewed for the
Spirit-led work, small and not-so-small, in the coming year,
grateful that we will return to Ashland again. We know that you
are addressing many of the same challenges that grip us. As your
nets rend and fray, we pray that you will share openly your grief,
that you will be called to mend, and that you will rejoice in your
propensity to be woven into wholeness.

Written for the sake of that Spirit who has moved through
The Epistle Committee:
Jack Smith, Jonah Brownfain, Susan Loucks, & Alexa Kay

Signed
Joe Mills, Clerk

YM 2025-41 Finance Committee: Joanne Neuroth (Red Cedar)
and Tom Kangas (North Columbus) reported.

The proposed LEYM budget for 2025-26 was brought back for
further consideration unchanged apart from a small correction
that did not change any totals. Tom Kangas offered an
explanation for the membership number (639) listed in the
budget, saying it is not real, but an approximation derived from
the amounts of the contributions Monthly Meetings gave,
divided by $42 per person. Friends approved the LEYM budget
for 2025-26 as presented by the Committee. (The approved
budget is below, p. 57.)
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YM 2025-42 Naming Committee: Rebecca Morehouse (Ann
Arbor) and Claire Cohen (Pittsburgh) reported.

The Naming Committee, consisting of Rebecca Morehouse,
Claire Cohen, and Rick Adams, brought three names to serve on
the LEYM Nominating Committee: Joe Mills (Kalamazoo),
Bernard Miller (Detroit), and Charles Thompson (Detroit). They
also brought the names of Clémence Ravagon-Mershon (Erie)
and Mary Igoe Meyer (Broadmead) to serve as Co-Clerks of the
Nominating Committee. Friends approved these
recommendations.

YM 2025-43 Nominating Committee. Stephanie Charlot (Red
Cedar) reported.

Serving on the Nominating Committee this year were Stephanie
Charlot, Clémence Ravagon-Mershon, Mary Igoe Meyer, and
Mike Hinshaw (Wooster). The Committee brought a proposed
slate of officers, representatives, and committee members for
2025-26. Of special note is the position of Assistant Clerk: the
Committee has not filled that position but instead suggests that
the Executive Committee perform tasks usually undertaken by
the Assistant Clerk. This will allow the regular four-year rotation
of Assistant Clerk to Clerk and back to Assistant Clerk to be
back on track beginning next year. The Committee is paying
close attention to adding new members on committees where
experienced Friends will soon be leaving.

Friends approved the Nominating slate with some minor
corrections, as offered. (The full report is below, pp. 210-213.)

YM 2025-44 Announcements

Carolyn Lejuste, of the Arrangements & Site Committee,
reported that our final figures show that 117 people attended our
Annual Meeting in person. An analysis of the ages of attendees
shows that a majority of us are over 60 but we are slowly getting
younger. We will gather again in Ashland on June 18-21, 2026.
She described details of check-out procedures. The Committee
appreciates evaluations and welcomes suggestions.
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Joe Mills announced that Green Pastures will host its usual
outdoor worship and picnic in Quaker Park, Battle Creek,
Michigan, on Sunday, August 3, 2025.

John Howell (Athens) called our attention to the continuing good
work of the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL).
Michael Fuson, of our Yearly Meeting, is currently serving as
clerk of FCNL. (A report is available below, pp. 73—74.)

Friends expressed appreciation to Joe Mills for his service as
clerk this year.

Christopher Farrand announced that the Cleveland Meeting is
celebrating its 100th anniversary this year and will host a
celebration on Sept 67, 2025.

YM 2025-45 Lake Erie Yearly Meeting hereby minutes its great
appreciation to the staff at Ashland University for the warm
hospitality, good working relationships, and nimble
responsiveness we have enjoyed at our Annual Meeting this
year.

The 2025 sessions of Lake Erie Yearly Meeting closed in
waiting worship.

Reports Presented During the Sessions (see below):
e Advancement & Outreach Committee
Publications & Archives Committee
Peace & Justice Committee
Treasurer’s Report
Finance Committee Report on Draft Budget
Finance Committee Draft Changes to Policy & Procedures
Digital Communications Facilitator Report
Financial Statement
Budget for 2025-26

Additional Reports (included below but not presented):
e Ministry & Nurture Committee
e  Summary of responses to annual query
e  Summary of state of the meeting reports
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Spiritual Formation Program Report

Report from Representative to AFSC

Report from Representative to FCNL

Report from Representative to FGC

Report from Representative to Friends Peace Teams

Report from Representative to FWCC World Plenary 2024
Report from Representative to FWCC Section of the Americas
Report from Representative to Olney Friends School

Reports Presented During the Sessions
Advancement & Outreach Committee

The Advancement & Outreach Committee has had a full year,
with all six members actively involved in the Committee and its
activities. We reviewed and expanded our vision for the
Committee, considering both “advancement” and “outreach” as
we coordinated with the Ministry & Nurture Committee to help
Monthly Meetings connect with each other and share resources
and provided resources to folks in Monthly Meetings.

Highlights:

Panel Discussions to share resources and information among
Monthly Meetings

We presented three workshops during the year, in a changed
format from the 2023-2024 presentations. Each workshop
addressed a different topic through a panel of Friends from three
different Monthly Meetings, coordinated by a member of the
Committee. The new format provided time for participants to
raise questions and items for discussion.

Topics this year were 1) Fitting Space to Spirit: Challenges of
Where We Worship (challenges, successes, concerns, whether
we own, rent, buy, build, or share space) Fitting Space to Spirit
Video; 2) Hybrid Meetings: How Have They Affected Us?
Hybrid Meeting Video; and 3) Families with Children in Our
Family of Friends Families with Children Video. These events
were recorded, and the videos are available through the above
links or on the LEYM website.
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Looking at the two different formats and focus from the past two
years, the Committee welcomes and is seeking feedback and
ideas for what might most be needed or wanted for the upcoming
year by our Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups.

Intervisitation and connection between Meetings and Worship
Groups and the Yearly Meeting

Again this year, after consultation with the Ministry & Nurture
Committee, we read all the State of the Meeting Reports from
Monthly Meetings. We found many of these included not just
lists of activities completed, but reflections and sharing about
what was important to them, and how their community found joy
and value in deepening their spiritual life and strengthening
community and trust. Our excitement in reading these reports
eventually led to the idea of asking Meetings to share a small
sample of their State of the Meeting through constructing
“puzzle pieces” illustrating their uniqueness. The intention is to
put these puzzle pieces on display at the LEYM Annual Meeting
for all to see and interact with, in the hope of offering an
additional venue for sharing in the richness and ideas of our
Monthly Meetings. We also communicated with those Meetings
that did not have State of the Meeting reports printed in the
Annual Records and gave summary reports from those meetings
at the Representative Meeting in March.

Our discussion of intervisitation led us to focus this year on
broadening understanding and knowledge about the Yearly
Meeting among Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups, while
also finding out from them what resources they might need from
LEYM. We prepared a slide show, highlighting the various
aspects of LEYM. Several Committee members visited Monthly
Meetings in person or by Zoom to share the slides and discuss
the Meetings’ relationships. The slide show was presented nine
times after its initial showing at Representative Meeting. Six of
these presentations included an intervisitation presence, while
the others were given by Friends to their own Meetings. In
March, Representative Meeting approved a proposal brought by
Advancement & Outreach and Ministry & Nurture Committees,
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allowing money from the Traveling Ministry Fund to be used to
support this intervisitation.

Website Review

We have started a review of the Advancement & Outreach
materials on the LEYM website but have not yet completed that
work.

Submitted by the Advancement & Outreach Committee
Stephanie Charlot (Red Cedar), Valerie Groszman (Kalamazoo),
Susan Hartman, Co-Clerk (Ann Arbor), Barbara LeSage, Co-
Clerk (North Columbus), Mary Igoe Meyers (Broadmead)

Publications & Archives Committee
Jeff Cooper, Clerk, Publications & Archives

Christopher Farrand continues to create and distribute handsome,
readable, useful, and accurate issues of the LEYM Bulletin, for
which we are grateful.

One of P&A’s responsibilities is to write summaries of the
workshops at Annual Meeting. Recently, we learned that one of
our members, Rosemary Coffey, is unable to attend this year. 1
put out an appeal, inviting Friends to volunteer to report on one
to three workshops. Within six hours, I heard from enough
Friends to cover all the workshops. Thank you, Friends!

Elise Yoder has agreed to edit LEYM Annual Records again this
year — her fifth volume and, she says, her last. We are thankful
for her thoughtful editing.

Last year we tried an experiment and posted a digital version of
Annual Records on the LEYM website, deleting the directory
section and seeking to remove any other personal contact
information, apart from that of Friends serving as the contact
person for their Meeting. Our hope was to provide greater
accessibility while also cutting back on the number of copies we
print and send to Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups. Our
Meeting worker tells us that ten different Friends have visited the
website version in the first seven months. So far, we’ve received
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little comment on the existence of the online version or reduction
in numbers of printed copies distributed. Hearing from you
would help us decide whether to continue this experiment.

Memorial Minutes and Obituaries are printed in the Annual
Records, in addition to being read aloud at Annual Sessions. If
you know of memorial minutes or obituaries that should appear
in AR but are not read here, please send them to me.

Another Committee responsibility is keeping our Policies and
Procedures manual up to date, reflecting changes in policy/
procedure as approved by the Meeting. I take most of the
responsibility for the updates and sending each revised version to
Bill Warters for posting on the website. Finance Committee has
been particularly active in proposing or modifying Yearly
Meeting policy, and Treasurer Tom Kangas is fastidious about
suggesting how these changes might be presented in Policies and
Procedures, sometimes in more than one place.

Sadly, Rosemary Coffey and Peggy Daub are rotating off the
Committee, each having served for six years, in addition to some
years previously. Peggy clerked the Committee for four years
before becoming recording clerk of LEYM. Rosemary is a truly
remarkable proofreader and has expressed a willingness to
continue proofreading Committee publications, as needed. We
shall miss them but know that Nominating Committee is
working to find new members of the Committee.

Peace & Justice Committee

After a long hiatus, the P&J Committee became active again at
the 2024 Annual Meeting. The initial members were Claire
Cohen (Pittsburgh), Don Buckingham (North Columbus), and
Paul Helbling (Broadmead). Shortly afterwards, Mary Finney
(North Columbus) and halfway through Phil Volk (Ann Arbor)
became regular attenders and at the March Representative
Meeting, their service was formally acknowledged. We have met
monthly by Zoom throughout the year.
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We started out with reviewing the charge of the P&J Committee.
After that, we decided that our role is not so much to be just
another P&J Committee but mainly to facilitate and support the
functioning of P&J Committees and the peace work of MMs and
Worship Groups under LEYM.

So, we attempted to survey all Meetings and Worship Groups in
LEYM about their peace and social justice work and the
functioning of their Peace and Justice Committees. We only got
a 30% response. From that response, a number of issues were
raised. Based on the issues raised, we developed and held a two-
part webinar works called “Stimulating Do-able Peace and
Justice Work in our Monthly Meetings,” which we held in April.
The turnout was small, about 15 to 20 people; but the feedback
from attendees was that the workshop was thought-provoking
and inspiring. Both sessions were recorded and should be on the
LEYM website for future reference for members of other Peace
and Justice Committees and Meetings and Worship Groups
without P&J Committees.

Other actions we took were:

* Sending notification to MMs and WGs of Friends Peace
Teams events and encourage participation

* Sending notifications about World Peace Day in October and
World Human Rights Day in December

* Followed the Sanctuary Suits against the government

* Last minute events: Peace Vigil tomorrow, No Kings
Demonstration Downtown Ashland, and asking the body to
support Senate Bill 761 to set up a Truth and Healing
Commission on Indian Boarding Schools.

Finally, Don Buckingham is coming off the Committee and Paul
Helbling is in a period of bereavement. We will definitely be
inviting more volunteers to serve to keep the Committee active.
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LEYM Treasurer’s Report: Preliminary financial results for
fiscal year ending June 30, 2025

General Fund

Revenue

1))
2)

3)

All Monthly Meetings save one have paid their annual
contribution

We’ll get another $1K of dividend income from Friends
Fiduciary investments later this month (i.e., in June)
Revenue for the year is where we expected it would be

Expenses

1)

2)

3)

Contract Workers

a) The database manager has billed for actual work
performed through October 2024

b) The digital communications facilitator has billed for
actual work performed through May 2025

¢) However, for both of these roles, I have estimated
amounts to be billed for work through year end and have
layered on these amounts so that this report shows
forecasted total for the year

Transfers between funds

a) Shown here as being done for the year

b) One potential change: if the Annual Meeting Fund
doesn’t end up needing this much, then this $5K subsidy
in the Actual column could be decreased

Variances—comparing actual to budget

a) There are no unfavorable variances

b) In total, actual expenses are 86% of total amount
budgeted

Balance Sheet

Shows where our money is kept and related details.

1/5 in a bank, 4/5 invested in a fund managed by Friends
Fiduciary Corporation.
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Friends Fiduciary

1) This page shows the change in market value of this
investment

2) Changes in market value from Dec 31 forward will be
reflected here, too

3) As of April 30, 2025, the Quaker Growth & Income Fund
was down 0.94% YTD

Note the ending balance of $82K; we’re now going to look at

that $80K from a different angle.

Funds Summary page

General Fund

1) Note that the total of all LEYM funds is $82K and that the
General Fund is just one of many

2) Each of the components of current year activity has been
discussed (e.g., income, expense, FFC, transfers)

3) This page puts all those components together and forecasts
that at year-end the General Fund will have essentially no
net change from beginning to ending of the year

Annual Meeting Fund

1) We see the $5K subsidy from here

2) Expense includes advance payments of roughly 90% of total
amount owed Ashland University

3) Butincome and expense data are incomplete

4) Decided not to try to guess the final net cost of Annual
Meeting; that will be reported in the Fall Bulletin

Travel Fund

There were expenditures related to:

a) A representative attending FGC Central Comm meeting

b) A grant toward travel expenses for a Canadian AYF
Retreat

c) A representative attending an AFSC meeting, and

d) A representative’s conference registration for FWCC
Section of the Americas

Youth Activities Fund

1) Activity shown here pertains to the youth and families retreat
in Sept 2024
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Spiritual Formation Fund

1) Activity shown here pertains to retreat activities in Fall 2024
and Spring 2025

Traveling Ministries Fund

1) At Representative Meeting in March 2025, Friends heard a
proposal from Advancement & Outreach and Ministry &
Nurture Committees to use this fund for meeting
intervisitation to talk about LEYM and Annual Meeting and
to listen to how each group sees itself in relation to the
regional Quaker fellowship. Friends recognized this as a
form of travelling ministry and approved using the Traveling
Ministries Fund to support this work.

2) To date $137 has been paid for the traveling expenses of two
Friends

3) Hooray to us for finding a way to use these funds and to
begin to do so

FWCC Travel Fund

1) Expenditure was for one representative to attend the World
Plenary in August 2024

2) Note that after a $2K expenditure, this fund ended the year
with a $5K balance; Finance Comm will touch on this fact in
its budget discussion

Treasurer’s Summary: LEYM’s finances are in good shape. (See
detailed financial information on pp. 54-56 .)

Finance Committee, Proposal for Draft Budget for 2025-26
See the draft budget on page 57. Assumptions included in this
draft budget include:

Expenses
1) The Change column reflects some increases, some decreases
for budget line items
2) Contractors
i) Hourly rate for both increased by $0.75 each
(roughly 2.5%)
ii) Hours adjusted downward for database manager

47



ANNUAL MEETING

3) Potential contribution to North Columbus Friends Meeting to
support its purchase of a meetinghouse
a) Amount is same as has previously been given to
Pittsburgh and Detroit
Transfers
1) Regarding the two FWCC Travel Funds, this budget
proposes:
a) To add funds only to the FWCC Travel Donation Fund
b) To not add anything to the FWCC Representative Travel
Fund
2) Regarding the Consultation fund, this budget proposes
a) Laying down the Consultation Fund with balance being
returned to the General Fund
b) Background from minutes of Annual Sessions June
2024: “Friends approved keeping the Consultation Fund
for 2024-25 and, if it is not needed during that time,
laying it down in the next budget. If the fund is laid
down, the balance will be returned to the General Fund.”
Revenue
1) Proposing no change in the “per member” amount requested
from Monthly Meetings (staying at $42).

Finance Committee: Draft Changes to Policy & Procedures

Portions of LEYM Policies & Procedures that concern the Travel
Fund are given below with changes indicated.

IV. OPERATIONS

A. Financial Support and Fiscal Policy

3. Expense Reporting and Reimbursement

b. Travel Fund

i. Yearly Meeting officers and representatives to Friends’

organizations may receive reimbursement for travel expenses for
business on behalf of the Yearly Meeting and for attendance at
meetings of Friends’ organizations. A committee member may be
reimbursed for unusual expenses incurred on behalf of the
Yearly Meeting if the presiding clerk provides written approval in
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advance. A copy of the Travel Expense Reporting Form appears

in Appendix E.

ii. Reimbursable costs include registration, transportation, and
lodging, and food for the registrant during the event [added].

iii. If a Friend drives and requests reimbursement, the amount is
calculated on a per-mile basis.

(a) The current reimbursement rate, approved in June 2024, is
21¢ per mile. Any change to this rate is part of the
budgeting process proposed by Finance Committee and
requiring approval by the Yearly Meeting.

(b) The incremental portion of mileage reimbursement above
the 14 cents per mile standard charitable mileage expense
rate is includable in the taxable income of the volunteer.

[iv] Friends-are-expected-tocovertheirownfood-costs:

iv.  With regard to lodging:

(a) When possible, Friends are asked to arrange lodging with
Friends in the area of travel.

(b) If conference-offered lodging is available and the traveler
chooses to stay at a higher-cost location, LEYM will
reimburse up to the conference-offered lodging cost.

v. However, the intent of the Yearly Meeting is that no one be
excluded from representing Lake Erie Yearly Meeting because
of limited financial resources; thus, individuals may request
reimbursement for additional travel-related expenses or take
them as a tax-deductible contribution to the Yearly Meeting.

vi. For special travel needs of Friends within the Yearly Meeting
relating to Quaker work, the presiding clerk, the treasurer, and
the clerk of the Finance Committee will consult with one
another, and the presiding clerk will respond. Other officers,
other committee clerks, and other members of the Finance
Committee may be consulted as needed.

APPENDICES

Appendix D. Scholarships and Financial Assistance

1. For Adults
a. Yearly Meeting business. Yearly Meeting officers and
appointed representatives to Friends’ organizations may receive
reimbursement for travel expenses for business on behalf of the
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Yearly Meeting and for attendance at meetings of Friends’
organizations. The principal travel cost to be reimbursed is the
transportation itself. Friends are expected to cover their own
food costs and, whenever possible, to arrange lodging with
Friends. However, the intent of the Yearly Meeting is that no one
be excluded from representing LEYM because of limited financial
resources; thus, individuals may request reimbursement for
additional travel-related expenses or take them as a tax-
deductible contribution to the Yearly Meeting.

An LEYM committee member may be reimbursed for unusual
expenses incurred on behalf of the Yearly Meeting by obtaining
written approval from the Yearly Meeting clerk in advance.

Friends wishing reimbursement should use the Travel Expense
Reporting Form, which appears in Appendix E of this manual and
on LEYM's website. The filled-in form and attached receipts

should be mailled-ergiven sent to the treasurer.

Yearly Meeting officers, representatives, and committee
members who do not request reimbursement are still asked to
submit to the trea