
Olney Friends School Report academic year 2024 – 2025 
 
Olney Friends School just celebrated their 187th  commencement with seven students 
graduating. Student's this year came from Ecuador, China, Uganda, Kenya, South Africa, 
Zimbabwe as well as United States. The school had 27 students which made for a close knit 
community.  
  
In the fall the school renewed its accreditation with the Independent schools association of the 
central States, ISACS. This rigorous accreditation lasts for seven years. It affirms the school’s 
long history and dedication to education and a vibrant Quaker community. 
  
Some highlights of this year:  
  
The Olney kitchen partnered with the cook and teacher Elizabeth's business, Canning Zen, to 
host a poultry canning class. They also baked large quantities of pumpkin bread for the 
Barnsville pumpkin festival. 
  
In October at our public birding event, 26 bird species were spotted including the Eastern 
Screech Owl and Towhee. Ninth graders hosted a Thanksgiving dinner with foods from their 
homelands. Some students earned community service hours by volunteering at the Underground 
Railroad  Museum located near the school. 
In February the junior class visited Washington DC for their humanities in life after Olney 
classes. They visited museums, cultural sites and universities.  
In March, the ninth grade class visited Grave Creek Mound Archaeological Complex in 
Moundsville, West Virginia. They've learned about the Natives who were forcibly removed and 
saw artifacts of what was left behind. With the arrival of spring came Meeting for Worship with 
poetry and later the annual poetry slam. 
  
The staff at Olney looks ahead to take a break and then ready themselves for a fantastic fall 
semester.  Approximately 27 students are expected to enroll in the fall term. 
  
Please let your friends and family and know about this wonderful institution. And if you can give 
any monetary aid the school is quite grateful.  
  
Respectfully submitted,  
  
Ellerie Brownfain  
 


