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Minutes of Lake Erie Yearly Meeting
Third Month 3, 2001

UCC Church, Kent, OH
Representative Meeting

Our Representative Meeting of Lake Erie Yearly Magtgathering on the third day of the Third Mor2801, in the
UCC Church in Kent, Ohio, began with worship.

RM2001-1 Epistle from the Societe Religieuse desms, Assemblee de France

We have heard the epistle from the Societe Rekgieles Amis, Assemblee de France, held in EighthtiM2000. We
are reminded to listen to the Inner Voice that gsids in the way.

RM2001-2 Welcome

We are welcomed by Friends from Akron and Kent Mg, who have cooperated to host us. We are gtditeftheir
work and welcome.

RM2001-3 Roll call

The following numbers of Friends responded to thlecall:

Akron 6 Kalamazoo 3
Ann Arbor 8 Kent 8

Athens 4 Mid-Ohio Valley 2

Birmingham 3 Monongalia 0
Broadmead 8 North Columbus 2
Cleveland 2 Oberlin 3

Delaware 0 Pine River. 4
Detroit 1 Pittsburgh 7
Grand Rapids 1 Red Cedar 1
Granville 1 Wooster 1

The following nos. responded from worship grougseylrare counted in their overseeing Monthly Mtg.

Albion Worship Group 1 Indiana Preparative Meeting. 0
Chelsea Allowed Worship Group 2 Manitou Worship Group 0

Erie Worship Group 1 Mansfield Area Worship Grp. 0

Fremont Worship Group 0 Sidney Worship Group 1

Holland Preparative Meeting. 0

RM2001-4 Changes to LEYM Policies and Procedures

We have considered proposed changes to our LEYMif®kand Procedures Manual. We approve some minor
grammatical wording and minor procedural changeshvare attached. We refer the datesHdtetin publication back to
the committees.

RM2001-5 Worship

After a recess for committee meetings and lunchegathered for worship and further consideratiothefbusiness of
Representative Meeting.

RM2001-6 Epistle from Norway Yearly Meeting

We have heard the epistle from Vennenes Samfunkéd¢me (Norway Yearly Meeting) held in Sixth Montd®. We are
called to listen carefully to God, learning to ada our individual and corporate hearings as weldpbur testimonies in
love.
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RM2001-7 Approval of 2000 Representative Meeting imutes with a correction to minute RM2000-8

Minute RM2000-8 of last Representative Meeting helBerrysburg, Ohio, was corrected to replacdabietwo sentences
with the following text: "A new FGC project is ti§2,000,000 Nurturing Quakerism Campaign to raisel$ufor the
support of meetings within FGC through new prograoch as the Traveling Ministries Program." Witls ttorrection
Friends approved the minutes as they are print#ukiiSpring 2000 LEY MBulletin.

RM2001-8 Treasurer's report

We have received the Treasurer's report, whicttaslaed. Five Monthly Meetings have not yet magér ttontributions
to LEYM for this fiscal year. Friends are remindbet our Treasurer lives in Kendal at Oberlin, Rainesville, and
checks need to be mailed to Connie Bimber, 156 Keddve, Oberlin, OH 44074-1907. The addressss alublished in
the LEYM Bulletin. Friends approve the report with gratitude.

RM2001-9 Finance and Budget Committee report

The Finance and Budget Committee recommends inogei®e amount for travel in next year's budgeatc8ithe surplus
of five years ago has been pretty well spent ddlasncommittee recommends the following changes:réwastration for
Yearly Meeting sessions be increased by $1 peopeend that the annual expected contribution beeased to $15 per
member for Meetings that count children, and $1705@neetings that do not. There will probably berenincreases in
the next few years. Friends approve the increa$d ébr this year's Yearly Meeting registration.f@s of this time the
Finance and Budget Committee has been able twfihd"secondary insurance" for such things as ytnpls and
programs. The primary insurer is assumed to benthath is carried by the drivers of private vehicl&@he committee is
still looking for a solution to this situation.

RM2001-10 Publications Committee report

We have received the report of the Publications @dtae, which is attached. The hope is thatAheual Records
booklet will be published in mid-July. Any Statetbe Meeting or statistical reports that are resgilyy June 1 will be
included. In the section of the attached repadtiniisfuture improvements of thdnnual Records, we are informed that
there are no plans for including a directory oftia#i youth members and all members and attendengeoy Monthly
Meeting. Eventually these directories will be aaepe publication. Green Pastures Quarterly Mestidtte of the
Quarter report will be included, but not its miraiteriends expressed appreciation for the workefcommittee and are
pleased with thénnual Records booklet as it is developing. We understand thiatstill a work in progress.

RM2001-11 History and Archives Committee report

We have heard an oral report from the History anthives Committee. The committee asks for feedlrackgard to the
number ofAnnual Records booklets sent to each Meeting. Extra copies shioaldrought to Yearly Meeting to circulate to
Meetings that might need more. The committee is ready to turn its attention to collecting the tigtand records of
Lake Erie Yearly Meeting and its constituent Mogthleetings, and getting them safely deposited énRtiends

Historical Library at Swarthmore College.

RM2001-12 Ministry and Oversight Committee report

We have heard an oral report from the Ministry @warsight Committee, which has been working orrdsponses to the
set of queries sent out in mid-July. Fourteen oM2thly Meetings and one Worship Group respondegtesenting
90% of the Yearly Meeting's membership. The conwaitias drafted a summary of the responses thatevilailable by
our upcoming Yearly Meeting sessions. The committdeoking at how various Meetings use queries aot. The
committee also looks at issues of ministry and sigét within the Monthly Meetings represented saiciommittee
meetings. Friends appreciate the ongoing workisfabmmittee.

RM2001-13 Advancement and Outreach Committee repor

We have heard an oral report from the AdvancemmhiCGutreach Committee. It suffered a diminutiofit®members
today. There seems to be some difficulty in intgtation. Some of the larger Meetings, howevertiooe to reach out to
smaller Meetings that they have helped form. Theaebeen a little reaching out to campus Meetizgd the committee
hopes to do more.

RM2001-14 Olney School update

The ad hoc committee to consider clearness arolmelyGchool reported that the School is now opdrhieFriends of
Olney, a non-profit board that is separate fromaOtearly Meeting (Conservative). Enrollment is oplb this year. The
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School is engaged in a capital campaign. It is spong youth retreats and other youth activitidse Tommittee wants to
know the extent of interest for support of Olney awill send a questionnaire to Monthly Meetingsagks what we are
doing as a Yearly Meeting and as Monthly Meetirigsua the education and socialization of youth inaneas.

RM2001-15 Schedule adjustments for Annual Sessions

The Adult Program Committee is trying to addregsdbnse of time pressure in our Yearly Meetingrass sessions and
of over-scheduling during our Annual Meeting byustiing the schedule. The theme of our upcomingly édeeting is
"Individual Will, Corporate Worship, Corporate Dsicin-making." Workshops and plenaries will focusthus theme.
Committees will be expected to bring their repartariting to the Yearly Meeting business sessidriie committee
hopes to have Thursday dinner available at Blufoflege, and begin the meeting for business Tlayrs¢ening.
Committees are invited to meet Thursday afternéoends approve. The Committee brings the attapheglosal for
2002. Friends are asked to consider this for ailplesdecision at Yearly Meeting. The committee fesifeedback on the
proposal. A suggestion has been made to considéingthe Bluffton Mennonites to join us for soraetivities. We feel
this is a good suggestion that needs more seasbpiAgvancement and Outreach, Ministry and Ovetsighd Adult
Program committees.

RM2001-16 Youth and Children Program Subcommittegeport

We have received a report from Youth and ChildresgRam Subcommittee, which is attached. Additiordlinteers arc
needed from Monthly Meetings. Suggestions of nashesild be forwarded to the Nominating Committeas Viear there
will be sign-up sheets at Yearly Meeting requestialyinteers with specific talents and gifts. We grateful for the good
work of this committee.

RM2001-17 Site Committee report

The Site Committee reports that Lake Erie YearlyeMey will be held June 14 to 17, 2001, at Blufftdallege. We ask
the committee to see if we can use Centennial kdlich is air-conditioned and barrier-free. Frieags reminded that
timely registration is very helpful.

RM2001-18 Report from Nominating Committee

We have heard a report from the Nominating Commifidnis year the committee is trying to touch bagk all who are
currently serving to make sure that each Friergtilisvilling to serve in his or her present capggckFriends are
particularly needed for this year's Youth and GleitdProgram sessions, and for next year's Finamt8adget, History
and Archives, Adult and Family Program, Site, araith and Children Program committees. Friendsemrended that
individual Monthly Meetings are asked to name aesentative to Peace Committee and one to MingstdyOversight
Committee. It has been suggested that LEYM mighttw@facilitate Friends visiting other Yearly Mawggs in our FWCC
Lower Great Lakes Region: Eastern Region (Evangidlidends International), Wilmington Yearly Meaddi(Friends
United Meeting), the east-central area of Canadiarly Meeting (Friends General Conference and Fliviil Ohio
Yearly Meeting (Conservative).

RM2001-19 Peace Committee report

We have heard the report and a number of annoumtsritem Peace Committee, which will be attachedt. &tention is
directed to IRS action against conscientious objedb war taxes; the committee plans to drafttaren this. The
committee raises the concern about the blurrinchafch-state separation by the current administati Washington,
DC. The committee is also looking at issues aralamdage to the environment by mind-set and actibaeroe large
corporations.

RM2001-20 Changes to Policies and Procedures

We turned again to the Policies and Procedures MaAfter much discussion, the timing of the faillletin is returned
again to the Publication and History and Archivesimittees. There is some uncertainty whether Reptatve Meeting
or only our Yearly Meeting session can approve ghario the Policies and Procedures Manual. Nevestheve
approve, and ask not to have brought to Yearly Mget Sixth Month, the attached changes to thiefohg parts: p. 3:
4. LEYM Bulletin, b, d (1); p. 5: add new 5. LEYMnnual Records a, b, ¢, and d; p. 14: b. Responsibilities [ofspiimg
clerk] (6), (7); p. 15: b (14); p. 16: 3. Recordi@terk, b (2) delete (c); p. 21: E. Standing Conteeis, 2nd paragraph; p.
22: 1. Advancement and Outreach, b (5); p. 25:authf and Children Program; p. 26: 5. Nominatin¢lh p. 27: 6.
History and Archives, a, b (1); p. 28: add new @lRations; p. 29-30: all of A and B.
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RM2001-21 Report from GPQM

We have received and will attach a report from @ireastures Quarterly Meeting, which consists o$elien Monthly
Meetings in the lower peninsula of Michigan. An gigtal report was printed in the winter 2001 LEYBdlletin. We
appreciate learning more about the history andrprog of this body.

RM2001-22 Report from our representatives to the WCC Triennial

We have received a report about the FWCC Trienwiaich is attached. It has been good to hear theopal experiences
of our representative with the world-wide diversifyFriends and the underlying love and unity tex be heard when
Friends stay together listening deeply to one a@roiWe are asked to look at, for consideratioruatvearly Meeting
session, the issues raised at the Triennial.

RM2001-23 Friends in Unity with Nature

We have heard a brief report from Friends in Uniith Nature. We are informed about Greenfire, ggmiathat is in the
process of acquiring land near Athens, Ohio, orctvke build an ecologically-based wholistic comntwrirhere being
no more time to consider business today, the ngatijpurns after a short period of worship. We pleith divine
assistance, to meet again on the first Seventhibakird Month, 2002.

Marty Grundy, Recording Clerk (Cleveland)

Reports
Changes to LEYM Policies & Procedures (missing)
Treasurer's report (missing)

Publications Committee
1. Report on Membership and Work of Publicationsntittee

Members of the Publications Committee were appidoea period of one year at the 2000 Yearly MegtiThey are:
Ann Brown, Leonora Cayard, Rosemary Coffey (cledkgeph Mills, Eric Starbuck (editor), and Ruth draMost of
the committee work was done by e-mail, with onpénson meeting in Akron in September.

2. Report on Publication of thnual Records 2000

The inaugural issue of thenual Records booklet was completed in October 2000 as theigslle of our
publications. Because of the challenges of produour first booklet, we had decided to publish frear a Summer
issue of theBulletin to make needed information available quickly.Ha future, we expect to publish tAenual
Records booklet in the summer, followed by three issuetheBulletin in the fall, winter, and spring.

We had 500 copies printed at a shop near Pitthbdfp of them were shipped by parcel post to eatie 20
monthly meetings and a few selected worship groemsh receiving about half as many as they havié mdmbers
(there were 869 adult members listed in the Yeslidyeting in June 2000). Each of 4 Yearly Meetingogfis received
one copy by first class mail. Two copies went tiefds Historical Library in Swarthmore, our officdepository.

In January 2001, after a list of recipient addzessas established, a total of 31 individual copiest by First Class
mail to each of 14 Quaker libraries (includingtatinches of the Religious Society of Friends),&CFand the other
yearly meetings in FGC, to the Section of the Acasiand the World Office of FWCC, and to the Lipraithe
Religious Society of Friends in Britain. Severdtdes of appreciation have come in, including twarnvy ones from
Britain.

There are 65 copies still available for futuredwee
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The expenses for the booklet are the following:
Printing and coil binding  $911.30

Postage 116.10

(book rate parcels $72.22, 1st Class 43.88)
Packing supplies 29.25

Total $1056.65

3. Report on Publication of the LEYBulletin

Two issues of thBulletin have been published since the 2000 Yearly MeetirgSummer issue in August and the
Winter issue in February 2001. Even though the etgien was that the size of tBelletin could be somewhat
reduced, the amount of material necessitated 1@sfag the Summer issue and 16 pages for the Wisdee.

Susan Jeffers supplied the mailing labels. andliSobison, Bruce Stull and Rosalita Rowe from AkMeeting
helped with folding, stapling, labeling and sorting

1200 copies were printed of the Summer issue 1800 of the Winter issue. The expenses for prirgimg mailing of
the Summer issue were about $650.00, and for tleeWWissue about $725.00. Requesting address edrgin the
Post Office has made possible rapid updating of ENéM mailing list. Even though the service costan 59 to 78
cents per name, more than 100 address changebéavenade so far, which will save the cost of repastage in
the long run. The total cost of publications fastyear is expected to come to about $3600.00.

The editor is currently using an extension oftibék- mailing permit from the previous editor aétRost Office in
Delaware, Ohio. To establish a permanent non-poafit-mailing permit in Akron, a copy of LEYM's 5(J3 form is
needed. Since at this time the form cannot be fouBYM may have to apply for 501(c)3 status agdims will be
taken care of as soon as possible.

4. Plans for Future Improvements of #haual Records of LEYM

Several needed improvements are obvious and vithken care of. These include obtaining compidtemation
from all Yearly Meeting attenders (name, addreksnp number, e-mail, and Monthly Meeting affiliajpmore
timely and complete returns from Monthly Meetingd@ State of the Meeting reports and statistied;iaformation
about the Web site.

Among suggested additions are the following:

- adirectory of officers, committee members, repnegéves, and Monthly Meetings, including addrespesne
numbers and e-mail, helpful for all Yearly Meetingrk;

« ayouth directory to facilitate the youth work betYearly Meeting, perhaps even including the hidtes of each
young person;

« adirectory of officers of the Quarterly Meetingvasll as its minutes and reports;

« acomplete directory of members and attenderd da@hthly Meetings and worship groups; in otherds, every
Friend on the Yearly Meeting mailing list.

The Publications Committee is considering theggsstions, and recommendations for their implentientavill be
offered at the time of Yearly Meeting.

Report on Publications Schedule

The committee intends to continue the schedulewf frint publications per year, t@nual Reportsin the summer,
followed by a Fall, Winter, and Spring issue of Budletin. Deadlines for submissions will be published iaAhnual
Reports as well as in the Calendar section of Bodetin.

Adult Program Committee proposal (missing)

Youth & Children Program Subcommittee

1. Adhering to a strict registration deadline fouth registration worked very well last year, aritl e followed again
this year. This year's deadline will be May 9, 2001

2. We will again send a letter to monthly meetitagks explaining the strictness of the deadline.

3. We will again send an advance letter to pargsyear. An addition to this letter will be arsent directed to parents
of pre-schoolers. It will ask parents to leavertiekildren in the leaders' care at Marbeck andvisit them during the
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program. Constant parent visits are disruptivééogrogram and confusing to the children. Thessteon
interruptions do not demonstrate the support aspe for the leaders and their plans that the @ubittee feels
they deserve.
4. The Youth and Children Program Subcommitteeftnasvacant positions that need to be filled forviNE 2001
a) assistant Youth and Children Program Subcoraeeiterk
b) assistant pre-school leader
) assistant elementary leader
d) assistant upper elementary leader
Gretchen Dixon, co-clerk (Pittsburgh)

Peace Committee

Peace Committee Announcements:

1. "Is war illegal?" A thoughtful essay by Ed Psear and Robert Randall is available on the WarResisters listserv:
wtr-s@igo.topica.com, or ask David Bassett to foduae text (drbassetesumich.edu).

2. Videos with highlights of the 8th Internatior@@nference on War Tax Resistance and Peace Tapdigms will be
available after April 1, 2001, from: Peace Tax Faation, 2121 Decatur Place, NS, Washington, DC 2000

3. A Quaker Peace Roundtable will be held Api, 2001, in State College, Pennsylvania. Amongsfgieakers is Joe
Volk of FCNL. Contact FCNL for more information (22nd St., NE, Washington, DC 20002, 202-547-6000,
www.fcnl.org).

Discussion items:

1. Jim Satterwhite and Olwen Pritchard of our lyeareeting are now subject to a lien on their hdmgéhe IRS, related
to their open refusal to pay war taxes (see WinefM Bulletin, 2001). Other members of LEYM, David and Miyo
Bassett, have been subject to IRS action for 36syama consequence of their withess on war t&¥iis.the
cooperation and consent of these Friends, we vaft d letter for consideration at LEYM Annual Miegt. Is IRS
prosecution of religious witnesses to conscienganding payment of taxes for the military a fornreligious
persecution?

2. Faith-based initiatives. The committee discdsseorge W. Bush's proposals to fund social progidmough faith-
based organizations. Concerns include the bluofrapurch-state separation, privatizing governnienta
responsibilities, use of public funds for sectagaganization exempt from employment non-discrirtiorg the
inherent intrusiveness of rules accompanying fdderals, and the potential for weakening the intggrf faith-based
organizations. For background information, seeRfle. 8, 2001, Legislative Action Message at www.éeg, or
write Friends Committee on National Legislation52hd St NE, Washington, DC.

3. The committee also discussed a concern brdaagts on the influence of large corporations iafireg our planet, its
resources, and its inhabitants as commodities timimed and exploited. How do we relate this contemur
testimonies on the sacredness of life, and howe&lbegin to address such a broad concern?

Meg Hummon (Athens)

More changes to LEYM Policies & Procedures (missing

Green Pastures Quarterly Meeting

The membership of GPQM consists of the seven Myntdetings and the several small Worship Grougs®foriented
Friends in the lower Peninsula of Michigan. Sirtsesiarly, informal days in the late 1940s, the @ubrMeeting has
provided opportunities for Friends from the smalisolated groups to get to know a wider group ridrikds in the Spirit.
Attendance was around 200 during the 1950s andbe®siwindled to around 75 in the 1970s once theHad joined the
new Lake Erie YM. Attendance at the meeting on &apeer 15, 2000 gives a good sampling of the prdeeek of
participation:

Ann Arbor 12

Birmingham 8

Detroit 3

Kalamazoo 3

Pine River 3

(includes Albion Worship Group)

Red Cedar 0
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Holland Preparative Meeting 0
Albion Worship Group 1
(included with Pine River)

Chelsea Worship Group 0
Fremont Worship Group 0
Manitou Worship Group 0
Visitors 1
Total Attenders and Visitors 32

GPQM meets for business twice a year -- the thedkends of May and September. Other gatheringsadieal if an
invitation is received. Midwinter Quarter occurpigally when a Meeting sets a date, organizes grano and invites the
QM to attend. In recent years, memorable events Wested by Grand Rapids and Ann Arbor, the lasigoen Youth
and Violence during January, 2000. The last tworsars, Friends in Western Michigan (Kalamazoo) omgtha meeting
for worship in Quaker Park, Battle Creek, sharimgifiesting information about the history of Friendthe area. (See
Minute 14 below).

Friends in the QM have spawned four institutionSE1Michigan: Friends Lake Community (1961), Friesthool in
Detroit (1963), The Michigan Area AFSC (c1964), aidhigan Friends Center (1990). GPQM takes an itamb role in
the governance of both the Friends School and €antkreceives reports about the work of AFSC.

In recent years, there has been a resurgence kigheSchool Program, thanks to good leadershim fEwic Engel, Kri
Anderson, and a lively group of high schoolerssiifas been blended with the LEYM High School group.

Besides the problem of small attendance at meetailger problems facing the QM include the difftguthe Nominating
Committee encounters in finding Friends willingfitbleadership positions. In recent years, cokseserved for four years
rather than the two they had agreed, until andhiend could be found to take on the work.

A sampling of interests and concerns of the QMlmaseen in the following excerpted from the Sepwmib Meeting at
Friends School in Detroit. The full set of minutesvailable for the asking from the QM clerk.

GPQM - 9/00-1 Clerk

Tom Taylor, Assistant Clerk, announced that Barlbaisbie had resigned as Clerk of GPQM in a ledtged 8/10/00. She
said she was resigning because she was no lonijer as a Friend within a Monthly Meeting. It hagcbme clear to
many Friends that a Clerk of the Quarterly Meetiegded to be participating in a constituent Monkgeting.

GPQM - 9/00-7 Friends School in Detroit

Friends School in Detroit Gil Leaf, Head of Schddbpefully the project regarding the Undergroundrad (discussed
in the report) is the beginning of possible furtaed broader projects that also involve the lacgenmunity.

GPQM - 9/00-12 Report from Michigan Friends Center

A combined semi-annual report from Michigan Frie@dsiter was brought to the attention of the Meetinfprmation
regarding events at Michigan Friends Center waklligigted.

GPQM - 9/00-13 Future Quarterly Meeting Gatherings
The attention of the Business Meeting was direttigtie opportunity for a Monthly Meeting to plandamost the next

Mid-Winter gathering. Friends were asked to consildis during lunch. In the past several yearspitogram of these
gatherings has been planned by the host meeting.

Spring Quarterly Meeting will beheld on Saturdaygym9, 2001, 9 AM - 5 PM at Michigan Friends Cenrelsea, MI.
GPQM - 9/00-14 Report on worship in Quaker Park

Worship in Quaker Park, in battle Creek on Augys@®0. The Clerk and other Friends reported adbcond annual
event. We are grateful to Barbara Frisbie for hgwirganized the meeting and making arrangement&rifends to gather
afterward at the nearby historical museum. Frieatdshtion was directed to photographs of the eseailable on the
table. Aspects of Quaker history in that areastligect of last Spring's QM, was mentioned. Thengetical Friends
Church of Battle Creek (EFI, Eastern Region) hashbavited to join in the worship and fellowshipPQM feels led to
worship in Quaker Park, Battle Creek, on Sundaygusti 5, 2001 at 11 AM followed by a potluck.

GPQM - 9/00-15 High School Program report

The High School Program report was given by Kri &rsibn, the newly approved high school coordindtarintroduced
herself, her background and thoughts about plarthéogroup. Jim Roush and Celeste Eustis desctiteehigh schoolers'
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trip to South Manitou Island in August. Becauséhef natural beauty of the area and the rich congpahip, the retreat
was much appreciated. There were four adults (dimngers, Sarah Scott, Bill Riccobono, Sol Metz) smdhigh school
aged people, including teens from Ohio as wellas fMichigan. Kri is also networking with Ohio ah&YM youth
programs.

A November retreat is scheduled at Michigan Friebdater. The High School Program style is descrasthave an
event, reflect, then schedule from there." Hopgfuhother retreat will be held in March 200l. IaWwR001, an interfaith
youth retreat will be held in Ann Arbor.

The High School Program requests that the Quariidegting encourage adult presences for these teted activities.
GPQM - 9/00-19 Reporting regularly to LEYM

Don Nagler rose to ask that GPQM and its activibeslescribed to LEYM on a regular basis. He fd®lsit would be
helpful to the Yearly Meeting to know how our Quealy Meeting operates. We are the only quarterlgting thus far in
LEYM and might serve as a model for other meetind€EYM who may benefit from organizing into a Qtear

The Quarterly Meeting authorizes the Clerk to senithe Publications Committee of LEYM the GPQM Miesiand
Treasurer's reports.

A discussion of GPQM and how is it perceived by lEEndlichigan Meetings and other LEYM Meetings adésof
Michigan ensued. Issues of meeting isolation asiation were raised. Participation (or lack théraothe Quarterly
Meeting was also discussed. This as well as theusagement of intervisitation was suggested asuagiBusiness
Meeting agenda.

GPQM - 9/00-20 GPQM Days at Michigan Friends Cente

Friends were reminded that GPQM has six days eftisage at Michigan Friends Center and that thegewlere mainly
to help encourage youth programs. The Quarteriytiigeeminds the High School Program and otherféseyouth
groups that these days may be drawn on for theidse

Friends School in Detroit
Board of Trustees 2000-2001

Friends
Jeff Cooper (2) 2001
Nancy Taylor (1) 2001
Marvin Barnes (2) 2002
Susan Hartman (3) 2003
Michael McKay (3) 2003
Robin Warner (3) 2003
Peter Collins (2) 2003
Geoff Brieger (1) 2003

Non-Friends
Lynda Krupp (3) 2002
Kate Halladay (1) 2002
Charlene Snow (1) 2002
Patty Little (1) 2003
Ruth Seymour (1) 2003

The property, business and affairs of the corpomaghall be managed by its Board of Trustees wstietl consist of not
less than 9 nor more than 21 members, the majoirishom shall be members of The Religious Sociétyriends. (FSD
by-laws, Article lll, Section 1.)

Tom Taylor, clerk (Ann Arbor)

Friends World Committee for Consultation: 20th Triennial

I came home with tangible, totally unexpected gidtbandmade Mexican box, a CD of peace songewiity Austrian
children, a bag from Kenya, a doily from an isatbkgiend in Finland. These gifts represented somgtimore intangible,
namely, spiritual community. | felt privileged te lat the 20th Triennial, along with others from L YRosemary Coffey
and Zig Dermer, Richard Lee, and Clemence Ravacersidn. | am still sorting through what | receivad what to
share. From July 22nd to 30th, 260 Friends fronsalintries and many cultures, races, languages, efdysing and
worshipping gathered together at Geneva Point, Nampshire, in sight of Lake Winnipesaukee, the Laikine Great
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Spirit. | was reminded, what we seek is not outwanriformity but inward unity.

The theme was "Friends: a people called to ligjathered to seek, sent forth to serve." As it W, it wasn't easy to
listen. First, everything was rendered into Sparfisbnch and English in the plenary sessions amdiretings for
Business. In my daily worship and sharing grouprgawer, which included Friends from Kenya, Boliviiew Zealand,
Costa Rica, Mexico, the U.S., and El Salvador, $ wae of the two participants responsible for jeting everything
that was said into and out of Spanish. | also pregted for a healing group.

Second, listening was hard because | heard pairhand. This came through the concerns of thoakngewith basic
survival, or living in regions torn by violence, wnable to progress because of the simple neattfactor; through the
concerns of members of indigenous peoples torn fhain land, of Friends devastated by seeing tlagel d@m HIV/AIDS
lying along roadsides, of caring Friends moved dwyitl prison conditions, the plight of child soldsethe threats to
habitat and livelihoods by deforestation, the nedd3uaker and other refugees. It was a challeng®t reach for the
pocketbook. Rather, we were all called to livediv€entered on the Edge," cleaving to God, the irahte center,
attempting to act in ways that the world considengractical or irrational, like loving one another.

Third, it wasn't easy to hear differences betwaandhes of the Religious Society of Friends. Bowkd listening to a
young Conservative Friend from North Carolina staefaith. Taking the time to listen, across lmgiand differences,
allowed many of us to hear "the place where woossecfrom™ as common concerns emerged. A relatddigig for me
was the Plenary Address by Simon Lamb, a youngrirén, on "Friends: A People Called to Listen" (seé site
<http://homepage.eircom.neti-interfriendpublisteimonfwccaddress.html> for the text). There is ieigplace deep in the
heart of each of us, he said, where God and huynaugiet, and it is there that we search for a resptm poverty in the
world. Standing clearly within his evangelical frework, Simon challenged both evangelical Friendgi¢knowledge the
"priesthood of all believers") and liberal Frier{tts beware of being so accommodating that the sooirbelief is lost). "If
we are to learn to truly listen to God, then we talso learn to listen to each other within theidiels Society of
Friends." Simon spoke non-judgmentally and propghdyi; it seemed to me George Fox himself mightehgiven a
similar message.

Another highlight was listening to the joy exprabbg our local hosts from New England YM; alonghwitriends from
Cuban YM, they shared how they had developed alerbf Love" to transcend differences. In 1991ommittee of
New England Friends (FGC) began to foster contéttt @ubans (FUM) and, since then, there have beamer of
extended visits in both directions. They agreekitep the focus on spirituality and relationshipgdiog, rather than on
money. The love between them was evident. | enjayedpreting for Friends from Northern YM and El%ador YM as
they began a similar process.

| want to share more, about: (1) the Year of Jebdled the efforts to cancel Third World debt paytsigf2) QUNO's
involvement in the UN's upcoming 3rd World Confarei\gainst Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenoplagolind
Related Intolerance in South Africa, Aug 29-Se@2@)1 (any LEYM youth interested in attending?); f@parations for
the next World Gathering of Young Friends (LEYM tlou ages 18-35 - are invited to contact Gwen Eockat
<ericksoesguilford.edu> for details); (4) the Chagent Peace Program (CAPP) for the Great Lakg®Rén Africa,
sponsored by Quaker Service Norway to strengtheal kapacities for peace (and open to additiongbex from LEYM
if Friends are interested); (5) the campaign foakgus to plant 9000 trees between now and theTzikstnial in New
Zealand, January 2004 (to make up for the papet lng@articipants and the carbon dioxide damagseathby additional
airplane travel). Please, Friends, ask me moretatiguof the above. Rosemary, Zig, and | would ksdappy to visit
your Meeting and talk with interested members irspe, about both FWCC and the work Friends aregdwirthe world.
Please let me know if you would welcome such &.W&u can reach me at <bethjoy311@netzero.nett 5220
Hedgewood Dr., #1024, Midland, MI 48640, (W) 51776&/45 or (H) 517-832-5935. As David Purnell, Clerk
summarized in the final minute: We are called todmee "prophets of joy."

Beth Joy Blackbird, representative (Pine River)



