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Minutes of Lake Erie Yearly Meeting
45th Annual Sessions
June 1215, 2008
Bluffton University 

Thursday Evening Session

YM08 - 1 Opening Worship and Reading of Epistle from Britain Yearly Meeting
Friends gathered at the appointed time and began the 45th Annual Sessions of Lake Erie Yearly Meeting with worship, out of which our Assistant Clerk, Merry Stanford, read the Epistle from Britain Yearly Meeting. Our Friends in Britain discovered the transforming nature of spiritual power and responsibility and how it can empower Friends of all diversity to minister in this world.

YM08 - 2 Introductions and Welcomes
Our Clerk, Shirley Bechill, introduced the Clerks’ table: Shirley Bechill (Pine River), Presiding Clerk; Merry Stanford (Red Cedar), Assistant Clerk; and Joseph Mills (Kalamazoo), Recording Clerk. Shirley reminded us of traditional Friends’ practices expected in our Annual Sessions and shared a reading from New England Yearly Meeting. Our Clerk welcomed new attenders who introduced themselves: Judith Inskeep (FWCC) from New York Yearly Meeting, Elaine Wilson and Max Heirich from Ann Arbor Monthly Meeting, and Sue Axtell from the Earlham School of Religion.

YM08 - 3 Roll Call
 The calling of the roll of Friends from constituent meetings and groups gave the following count (corrected against registrations):


Monthly Meetings
Akron
2
Kalamazoo
5
Ann Arbor
19
Kent
4

Athens
11
Mid-Ohio Valley
0

Birmingham
9
Monongalia
0

Broadmead
18
North Columbus
5
Cleveland
14
Oberlin
2
Delaware
0
Pine River
6

Detroit
4
Pittsburgh
8
Grand Rapids
3
Red Cedar
7
Granville
3
Wooster
4

Holland
0


Preparative Meetings, Worship Groups, and Visitors

Erie Worship Group
1
Visitors
6


 Total in attendance:
  131

YM08 - 4 Memorials 
Our Clerk invited Friends to respectfully share names of Friends who have passed on: Marion Stow (Manitou Worship Group and North Columbus); Walt Scheider, Charles Van Boven, and Barbara Neal (Ann Arbor); Frederick Durham (Kalamazoo); Marjorie Prellwitz, Harry Olson, and Edwin Betz (Pittsburgh); and Miriam Doan (North Columbus). We hold them all in our hearts.

YM08 - 5 Epistle Committee
The Clerk invited two Friends to serve with Merry Stanford on the Epistle Committee. No names were forthcoming at this time and we held this over until our next session. 

Announcements
A few program related announcements were given:  

A.
Susan Axtell, Admissions Director of the Earlham School of Religion, shared information on access programs available at the School without requiring a presence on campus. She described the character of the School as a having a centrist position branching out to all forms and styles of Quakerism. 
B.
The Clerk read a traveling minute from Friends General Conference for Elaine Emily (Pacific Yearly Meeting), who is attending our sessions as a visitor from FGC. She is a member of FGC’s Traveling Ministries Committee and is available to speak with Friends.

C.
A concern was shared that adequate advanced notice of Representative Meeting be given so a hosting meeting will have an opportunity to prepare.

YM08 - 6 Naming Committee 
We approved Peggy Daub (Ann Arbor) and Michael Hinshaw (Wooster) serving on the Naming Committee, as proposed by the Executive Committee. 

YM08 - 7 Youth & Children Committee 
Dolores Avner (Pittsburgh) presented details on the youth program and invited Friends to volunteer as drivers for swimming and to interact with our youth during the sessions.

YM08 - 8 12Step Meetings and Hosting Representative Meeting
Merry Stanford advised us of the presence of open 12step meetings at our sessions and welcomed meetings to volunteer for hosting Representative Meeting.

Friday Morning Session

YM08 - 9 Worship and Reading of Epistle from Camp at Stillwater
Out of our opening worship, the Assistant Clerk shared from the Epistle from Camp at Stillwater, June 2007. This group shared its joy of a reunion of Friends involved with Young Friends of North America and in strongly sensing the divine spirit at its sessions. They experienced a renewal and nourishment of an expanding group of young adult Friends and a unity of Friends of varying ages and beliefs. Our Clerk shared Advices from Britain Yearly Meeting Quaker Faith & Practice on preparation for our business sessions.
YM08 - 10 Welcome of New Visitors and Minute from AFSC Chicago about Peace Banner Project
Our Clerk again welcomed new visitors to introduce themselves: Jim Cason (FCNL) and Donna Rodriguez (Broadmead). 

We received a minute from AFSC Chicago Office regarding its peace banner project.
YM08 - 11 Appointment of Epistle Committee 
We approved Joyce Callahan (Cleveland) and Rosemary Coffey (Pittsburgh) joining Merry Stanford in writing our Epistle.

YM08 - 12 Appointments to Nominating Committee
The Naming Committee presented Thomas Taylor (Ann Arbor) and Mathilda Navias (Broadmead) for threeyear terms and Nancy James (Pittsburgh) for a oneyear term for Nominating Committee. Friends approved.
YM08 - 13 LEYM Household Survey 
Merry Stanford reported on the results of the YM survey of YM households; 176 households responded, half of which had never attended yearly meeting. Considerable insight was gained as to differences in responses relating to calendar and location between Friends in Michigan and Ohio and those in Pennsylvania and West Virginia. The survey results will be available to monthly meetings on the LEYM website and in the Bulletin. The Yearly Meeting will continue to explore the results of the survey and consider appropriate courses of action. Friends appreciate the effort in undertaking the survey and encourage the gathering of more data.
YM08 - 14 Nominating Committee 
Peter Wood (Red Cedar) invited Friends to complete a survey on how they might serve the Yearly Meeting. Open positions were announced and Committee members identified, whom Friends can approach about serving on a committee or as a representative.
Friday Afternoon Session

YM08 - 15 Letter from Kenyan Friends to their Political Leaders
Our Assistant Clerk read from a Letter from Kenyan Friends to their political leaders. The letter sets forth the Quaker peace testimony in the context of the current civil unrest in their country and stresses the need to overcome fear with hope and to continue the pursuit of righteousness during such stressful times. 
Our Clerk asked us all to hold in the Light these Friends in their trials and struggles.
YM08 - 16 Treasurer’s Report 
Connie Bimber (Oberlin), presented a written report and explained the voucher reimbursement procedures. Connie believes a payment from the Detroit Friends Meeting was lost and will arrange for a replacement check. We accepted the report.

YM08 - 17 Finance Committee 
Sally Weaver Sommer (Broadmead) reported:

As evident in [the] Treasurer’s report of the 200708 fiscal year, expenditures and transfers to funds are about $1500 less than budgeted but income is about $2500 less than budgeted. Therefore, our general fund balance has fallen by about $1000. At this point, this does not represent a fiscal challenge to us. However, the Finance Committee believes that we need to be in closer communication with our monthly meeting treasurers so that they are aware of the suggested per member contribution. It was agreed that the clerk of the Finance Committee will email the treasurers on a regular basis throughout the year. Monthly meeting treasurers should be alerted to expect to hear more frequently from the clerk of the Finance Committee.

At its meeting, the Finance Committee discussed the practices for seeking scholarships from the youth activity fund. It was decided that we will require those seeking scholarships to send a letter from their meeting with their request for funds. The request will go to the Presiding Clerk instead of to the Treasurer. The Clerk will make the decision about the request in consultation with the Treasurer and the clerk of Finance Committee. Members of meetings who want to request funds should take note of this change of procedures.

The Finance Committee reviewed a proposal from the Ministry & Nurture Committee that we establish a scholarship fund which would help LEYM Friends pursue their ministry gifts by attending seminars, institutes, workshops, etc. Assuming that the Yearly Meeting will approve this proposal, the Finance Committee has included in the proposed ’0809 budget $1000 for this purpose. Ministry grant requests would need to be accompanied by a letter from the monthly meeting and would be processed by the Ministry & Nurture Committee. 
The Finance Committee has raised the mileage reimbursement amount from $0.25 to $0.35 per mile. Friends needing reimbursement should use the reimbursement form supplied by the Yearly Meeting Treasurer to request reimbursement for traveling on behalf of the Yearly Meeting.

The Finance Committee proposes a budget of $29,020 for the 200809 fiscal year. This maintains the suggested per member contribution at $37. The following changes from the 0708 budget were made:
· Travel: increase by $1000 to cover increased airfare and increased mileage reimbursement

· Ministry & Nurture: decrease by $600, back to the normal $200

· Advancement & Outreach: maintain at $880 to cover Mary Ann Downey’s expenses in the fall

· High school youth fund: decrease by $4300 because only one retreat was held this last year

· Consultation fund: increase by $2400 to pay for consultation in fall 09

· Scholarships for ministry fund: increase by $1000 per M&N proposal

We approved that a request for assistance from a specific scholarship fund of the Yearly Meeting will be submitted to the Presiding Clerk with a letter of support from the applicant’s monthly meeting. The Presiding Clerk will consult with the Treasurer and clerk of the Finance Committee in acting upon the request. [See also YM08 - 38 for budget approval.]
YM08 - 18 Advancement & Outreach Committee
Mathilda Navias reported: 
Committee Members

The continuing members of A&O are: Rosemary Coffey (2009), Mike Hinshaw (2010), and Carol MeyerNiedzwiecki (Kalamazoo, 2010).

Changes in Meeting Status

· Circleville Worship Group. On May 11, Athens Friends approved the following minute: “Athens Friends Meeting Prayerfully takes the Circleville Worship Group under our care.” A clearness committee has been established which expects to visit in early July. In addition, several members have volunteered to make visits.
· Buckhannon, WV, Friends. A worship group has been meeting under the care of Monongalia Monthly Meeting in Buckhannon, West Virginia, for several years. Recently, their status has been changed to a Preparative Meeting. 
· Holland, MI, Friends. In January, Grand Rapids Monthly Meeting approved making Holland Preparative Meeting a full monthly meeting. They forwarded this recommendation to Green Pastures Quarterly Meeting, which approved it at their sessions in May, and so advised Lake Erie Yearly Meeting’s Advancement & Outreach Committee. On behalf of the Yearly Meeting, I would like to welcome Holland Friends into our fellowship as a full monthly meeting. 
· Friends of the Light. Last year, we reported that a Friends Meeting in Traverse City, Michigan, which is affiliated with Indiana Yearly Meeting, had merged with an LEYMsponsored worship group. Apparently, Friends of the Light has dropped their idea of exploring affiliation with LEYM. 

Changes in Meeting Homes

· Akron Meeting was given a member’s house for a meeting place. This required the Meeting to pay a monthly mortgage. They were trying to finance the mortgage by renting out the house, but had a string of unfortunate experiences with renters. They have recently successfully sold the house and are holding worship in the AFSC office in Cuyahoga Falls.

· Monongalia Meeting sold the building they were meeting in and are in the process of buying a different one. 

· Red Cedar Friends expect to break ground in July for a brand new home for their Meeting. 

Update on Meeting Websites

· New websites since last yearly meeting: Athens, Kent, Green Pastures Quarter, and North Columbus. 

· Currently, out of 21 MMs, all but Delaware, Granville, Monongalia, MidOhio Valley, and Oberlin have websites. 

· Out of 7 WGs, 2 have websites (Circleville and Tustin).

· Neither Preparative Meeting (Buckhannon, WV and Indiana, PA) has a website.

· Green Pastures Quarter has a website, but it needs updating. 

Meeting Newsletters

Only a few meetings are sending Jeff Cooper their newsletters, so the A&O Committee decided to try to help. Our first step was to find out which meetings and worship groups have newsletters. Surprisingly, we found that about half of our monthly meetings don’t have newsletters. Out of the 21 monthly meetings, 12 that we know of have newsletters. As far as we know, none of the preparative meetings or worship groups has a newsletter. 

Visits to LEYM Meetings

Mary Ann Downey and her husband, Bill Holland, visited LEYM Meetings and WGs in Ohio April 1828. The Advancement & Outreach Committee has received a report from them summarizing their experiences with LEYM Friends. The trip was more expensive than anticipated; LEYM covered $880, which was the $750 we earmarked last year for this purpose plus A&O’s annual budget of $130. The visitors were traveling under the auspices of FGC’s Traveling Ministries Program, which covered the remaining $366.05. 

Mary Ann and Bill are scheduled to visit Meetings and WGs in Michigan October 1726, 2008. The first weekend they will meet with Pine River Friends at a gathering with Tustin, Fremont, and Manitou WGs on Saturday. On Sunday, they will meet with Grand Rapids and Holland Meetings. This covers the entire northwestern part of Michigan. The remaining groups in Michigan that would like a visit during the rest of the time need to contact the A&O Committee. I am hopeful the expenses for this trip will be a bit less; their tickets are less expensive. 

Yearly Meeting Workshop

We invite Friends to a workshop we are sponsoring Saturday afternoon from 3:30 to 5:15, titled “Everything You Wanted to Know about Quakerism but Were Afraid to Ask.” A panel of knowledgeable Friends will be ready to respond to any and all questions about Quakers and Quakerism. Bring your curiosity and your questions. 

West Virginia Area Fall Gathering

MidOhio Valley, Monongalia, and Charlottesville, West Virginia, Meetings hold an annual fall gathering. Monongalia is making the arrangements for 2008. It will be held on Saturday, September 20, through Sunday, September 21, at Jackson's Mill, near Jane Lew, West Virginia. This is near Buckhannon. The contact person is Chris Garbutt, 304 2921261, monquakers@mac.com. 

Workshops and Conferences Happening Near LEYM

2008 Religious Educators Institute, August 1417, 2008, outside Indianapolis. Sponsored by FGC. For “religious educators, parents, and other adults.”

Resources in the Display Area

· Quaker Quest 

Religious Educators Institute

Other outreach materials

Resources on the A&O Committee Page on LEYM’s Website (www.quaker.org/leym/advancementcommittee.html)

Survival Sourcebook: The Care and Maintenance of Small Meetings and Worship Groups, a book developed by North Pacific Yearly Meeting Outreach Committee, last updated in 1990. There are many helpful pieces in it that small meetings and worship groups can benefit from.

Advancement and Outreach Materials including a list of suggestions for strengthening your meeting or worship group and making it more open and welcoming, resources for Quaker outreach, a suggested reading list of books and pamphlets on Quakerism, and brief articles and handouts from Part II of Fostering Vital Friends Meetings that are useful for discussions and workshops for Quaker groups. 

Ready to Print Business Cards: What Do Quakers Say?

· There is something sacred in all people.

· All people are equal before God.

· Religion is about the whole of life.

· We meet in stillness to discover a deeper sense of God's presence.

· True religion leads to respect for the earth and all life upon it.

· Each person is unique, precious, a child of God.

Quaker Quest

Quaker Quest is an outreach program developed by Friends in Britain. It emphasizes Quakerism as simple, radical, and contemporary. It involves monthly meetings running a series of public sessions. Each session includes refreshments and socializing, presentations from three Friends from their personal experience, questions and answers, small group sharing, and 30 minutes of worship. Sessions run for two hours in a minimum of three cycles of four topics on the same night of the week at the same time in the same place. The entire meeting receives an allday workshop to help them prepare to welcome newcomers and to learn about the program. Apparently, these workshops are valuable to meetings by themselves even if the meeting decides not to go forward with running public outreach sessions. A committed core of 612 local Friends is needed to run the outreach sessions, and these receive training. Quaker Quest involves extensive advertising, and is expensive. Right now, several large grants are available to help underwrite the expenses.

FGC has been identified as the source for training and information on Quaker Quest in the U.S. and Canada. The developers stress the integrity of the total. If a meeting wants to take a piece of it and use it, they may do so, but they may not refer to it as Quaker Quest. 

FGC has a dedicated website for Quaker Quest, www.fgcquaker.org/quakerquest, which has information and downloads.

YM08 - 19 Consultation for Lake Erie Yearly Meeting Monthly Meeting Clerks
Our Presiding and Assistant Clerks presented a proposal from the Executive Committee for a Consultation for Lake Erie Yearly Meeting monthly meeting clerks, to be held in the fall of 2009. The consultation would be modeled after the Ministry and Nurture Consultation and would allow clerks the opportunity to come together, network, share experiences and problems of meeting clerking, and become aware of Yearly Meeting resources. Friends united in holding such a consultation.

YM08 - 20 Friends World Committee for Consultation
Judith Inskeep (Purchase Monthly Meeting) and our FWCC Representatives, Mike Hinshaw and Jana Norlin (Grand Rapids), reported on FWCC activities, including the Triennial held in Ireland last August and various FWCC regional gatherings. They shared and testified to their exciting encounters with a wide variety of Friends in America and abroad and their enthusiasm in working with this organization. Jana reported on her interpreter work with FWCC and gave an especially moving account of her visits this past year to Friends churches and meetings in Jamaica and Cuba, and to a Friends boys’ school in Belize. These congregations enthusiastically welcome visitors from our Yearly Meeting. The next worldwide meeting of FWCC will be held in Kenya in 2012. Lake Erie Yearly Meeting’s turn to host an FWCC fall regional gathering will be in 2009.

Saturday Morning Session

YM08 - 21 Worship and Reading of Epistle from Friends for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Concerns
Following the opening worship, our Assistant Clerk shared an Epistle from Friends for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Concerns. These Friends remind us that love is stronger than our differences and pray that all of us in the Society of Friends may transcend our differences and share together the love of God in community. 

The Clerk shared a reminder from North Pacific Yearly Meeting that our Yearly Meeting business sessions are an expression of faith. The Clerk welcomed Tyler Hampton (Detroit) and Rachel Kacprzyk (Pittsburgh).
YM08 - 22 Earthcare Committee
Phil Clampitt (Birmingham) reported: 
Over the past year the Earthcare Committee (EC) has continued working to further develop information and activities within LEYM. In summary we did the following:
1. At the end of the June 2007 yearly meeting accepted the task of helping LEYM monthly meetings and worship groups to coordinate rides to the yearly meeting to help ensure more people can attend and to conserve energy used in transportation to the yearly meeting.

2. Phil Clampitt, co-clerk, participated in and reported on behalf of the EC to the fall LEYM Executive Committee Meeting in Oberlin, Ohio, and the March LEYM Representative Meeting in Columbus, Ohio.

3. The full EC met in December 2007 at Judy Greenberg’s home in Toledo, Ohio to conduct Committee worship, education, and business. It was decided to plan and conduct an EC workshop and other activities (literature table, nature walk, and possibly a late night documentary film) during the June 2008 yearly meeting and to develop a plan to present to the March LEYM Representative Meeting about how to stimulate ride sharing to the 2008 yearly meeting. All LEYM Earthcare Committee Members (Phil Clampitt, Jim Crowfoot, Bill Bliss, Alan Connor, Judy Greenberg, Dick Hogan, Margaret Kanost, Helen Söderberg, and Ann Sprague) were present, along with Karen Vigmostad of the Detroit Meeting. 

4. Judy Greenberg and Jim Crowfoot, with consultation by other Committee members, planned a workshop, “Life More Abundant the Bioregional Way,” to be led by Judy Greenberg and Jim Crowfoot with assistance from other Committee members.

5. Judy Greenberg planned, wrote, and had printed a 29 page booklet, “Getting Started! Growing Our Sense of Spirit Home the Bioregional Way,” to be used in the June 2008 LEYM EC workshop and for followup by the workshop participants. Throughout this process Judy gathered input and reactions from interested Committee members. Some Committee members volunteered to fund the printing of 200 copies of this booklet. The booklet is also suitable for use by LEYM’s monthly meetings and worship groups in their own Earthcare activities as well as for use by other spiritual/religious groups.

6. In April and May, Committee members Phil Clampitt, Margaret Kanost, Judy Greenberg, and Jim Crowfoot mailed out copies of the above described booklet to Earthcare representatives in each of LEYM’s monthly meetings and worship groups.

7. Phil Clampitt and Helen Söderberg implemented the ride sharing program developed by this Committee and approved by the LEYM meeting in March.

Throughout this past year members of this Committee have perceived that the crisis of unsustainability is deepening as:

environmental degradation worsens (e.g., climate disruption and loss of biodiversity), 

economic growth exponentially increases and consequently depletes finite natural resources and more and more pollutes nature and 
social relationships (including economic relationships) are more and more inequitable within and between nations, negatively affecting access to food and fossil fuels along with other things needed to meet basic human needs.

Violence continues to increase in the face of growing uncertainties; scarcities of water, food, and fuel; and continuation of long established patterns of domination and subordination.

In the face of these circumstances this Committee is perplexed and challenged in how to most responsibly inform all members of LEYM about this situation and to suggest alternative responses to it. The Committee is heartened by the growing public awareness of climate change along with awareness of the finite supplies of, and growing demands for, fossil fuels. 

Friends expressed their appreciation for this committee’s work. Ride sharing efforts appear to be bearing fruit.

YM08 - 23 Peace Committee
David Lore (Granville) reported: 

At Representative Meeting on March 1, 2008, and Yearly Meeting, June 12​15, 2008, members of the Peace Committee agreed to present the following items to Yearly Meeting for approval: 

· A minute endorsing the Statement of Conscience promulgated by the National Religious Campaign Against Torture (NRCAT) which states, in part, “Torture violates the basic dignity of the human person that all religions, in their highest ideals, hold dear ... Let America abolish torture now – without exception.” (Some 130 religious organizations nationwide have endorsed this statement, including three yearly meetings, 23 monthly meetings – including Ann Arbor MM, and the Friends Committee on National Legislation.) 

· A minute noting current U.S.Iraqi negotiations on a new “security agreement” to replace the current UN mandate after 2008. The minute “expresses our strongest opposition to any new security agreement, if one is needed at all, which comprises Iraqi sovereignty and continues an American military presence in Iraq.” 

· An open letter from LEYM to the presumptive Presidential candidates, Sen. John McCain and Sen. Barack Obama, regarding the facts on the ground which need to be addressed by the next administration in pursuing any “two-state solution” to the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. 

Also discussed during Representative Meeting was an innovative program to alert high school students to nonmilitary career options. The program, being sponsored by some Friends meetings in cooperation with other peace churches and the American Friends Service Committee, is designed to provide materials and resources to school guidance counselors to counter the idea among some young people that they have no alternative following graduation except for military service. 

Our Committee encourages monthly meetings to learn more about this initiative by going to www.afsc.org/Vyouthmil or www.youth4peace.org.
We approved the Yearly Meeting’s endorsement of the Minute on National Religious Campaign Against Torture Statement of Conscience: 

Minute on NRCAT Statement of Conscience

(adopted June 14, 2008)
Lake Erie Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) endorses the Statement of Conscience promulgated by the National Religious Campaign Against Torture (NRCAT). The statement, endorsed so far by 130 religious organizations, reads as follows:

Torture violates the basic dignity of the human person that all religions, in their highest ideals, hold dear. It degrades everyone involved – policymakers, perpetrators, and victims. It contradicts our nation’s most cherished values. Any policies that permit torture and inhumane treatment are shocking and morally intolerable.

Nothing less is at stake in the torture abuse crisis than the soul of the nation. Let America abolish torture now – without exception.

We note that several Quaker organizations have already endorsed this statement, including three yearly meetings, 23 monthly meetings (one of which is Ann Arbor Monthly Meeting), and the Friends Committee on National Legislation.

Monthly Meetings are encouraged to consider endorsing this Statement of Conscience and participating financially in the NRCAT initiative. To learn more about a June 28-29 nationwide vigil and a September 11-12 national summit in Atlanta, Friends should refer to: www.tortureisamoralissue.org.
We discussed the proposed statement on the U.S./Iraqi Security Agreement; the Peace Committee will further develop the statement in light of comments shared [see YM08 - 35]. Friends approved the Yearly Meeting sending separate letters to Senators McCain and Obama regarding the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, with minor changes as discussed [see YM08 - 37].

YM08 - 24 Publications & Archives Committee
Jeff Cooper (Ann Arbor) reported:

I. 
At Representative Meeting we decided to produce another printed LEYM Directory, aiming for publication before the end of calendar year 2008, “with final details (including the listing of children) to be considered at our Annual Session.” The issue of how children are listed arose as we had become aware of a concern among some Friends that previous Directories provided too much information about children in a published source. 
To try to understand better how Friends were led, I wrote to the meetings and worship groups in April, asking: 
1)
Whether the next Directory should continue to include a separate section listing children by year of birth? (This was the 3rd section in the 2006 Directory.) 
2)
If the answer to the first question is “No,” should the Directory continue to list children at all, perhaps identified by a “C” but with no year of birth or age, in Sections 1 (listing by household) and 2 (listing by meeting or worship group).

My letter reminded Friends of the following:

· The Directory is not posted online and is not distributed widely, with the 110 copies of the 2006 edition going to meetings, worship groups, and LEYM officers and committee clerks.   

· Email addresses of Friends under age 18 are not listed anywhere in the Directory.
· The data in Section 3 (listing children by year of birth) is potentially useful to certain LEYM committees, but could also be used for malicious purposes, and we could instead collect this data but make it available only on request.

The response was fairly small (6 monthly meetings, 1 preparative meeting, 3 worship groups) and fairly mixed, though several meetings expressed a willingness to recognize the concern held by other Friends and to accommodate their wishes.

The Committee considered these responses and what information we can provide on request, and proposes the following for the 2008 Directory:

1) The section listing children by year of birth will be deleted from the printed Directory. This information will still be collected for the LEYM database, but will be available only on request from the Database Wrangler (Mathilda Navias) for legitimate LEYM purposes (e.g., Youth & Children Committee, High School Youth Program Committee, Nominating Committee). The Directory will include a statement explaining how Friends can obtain this information. We hope that some meetings may be more willing to provide information about children if they are assured that this will not appear in print. Mathilda says that providing this information on request is no more difficult than printing it. 

2) The section listing children by meeting or worship group will continue to list children’s names but with the letter “C” [later changed to “Y”] next to them (rather than year of birth).

3) The section listing Friends by household will list children’s names and add the letter “C” [later changed to “Y”] next to them (to help distinguish between children and adults).

We ask Friends if they wish to approve this proposal, either now or possibly this afternoon, after time for questions and consideration.
II.
Requesting Information from Friends

A.
(Assuming that we have agreed on how or whether children are listed in the Directory), meetings and worship groups will receive from our Committee a spreadsheet (in both printed form and as an Excel file) with current directory information, and be asked to provide updated information (new Friends, Friends who are no longer part of the Meeting, and updated email addresses, phone numbers, etc.). We hope that by listing only changes in the last two-and-a-half years, we can minimize the work that must be done by monthly meetings. We’ll ask that the information be provided in a certain order, for easy uploading to the database, but meetings will not have to install and learn new programs to provide this information. The deadline is not yet determined.

B.
The deadline for materials for the Annual Records is July 1. (The numbers of meetings and worship groups that have provided State of the Meeting reports and Statistical Reports is exceptionally good, for which we are grateful.)

C.
The deadline for the Fall Bulletin is September 1. 
Friends approved the listing of names of children in our Directory, merely indicating their status as minors, not their ages. Dates of birth will remain in the database for suitable Yearly Meeting purposes. 

YM08 - 25 Ministry & Nurture Committee
Margaret Liske (Kent) reported:
1.
State of the Meeting Reports: How marvelous to receive 24 reports from meetings and worship groups essentially telling all of us who and where and how they are as a meeting. And another treasure is that M&N are not the only ones privileged to read these reports, as all are printed in the Annual Records.


There was no question, the Committee felt the Spirit moving through our meetings, small and large, with the deep desire to grow in the Spirit. We were encouraged with the number of meetings availing themselves of LEYM resources, as well as those of FGC. Equally vibrant were the many ways Friends are extending themselves in the world, locally and more distantly. Any number of meetings are welcoming new families with children; thus First Day Schools are growing. My great hope is that each of you will find and take time to read these reports when they are published; we are enabled to learn not only about but from one another!
2.
Spiritual Formation: Ellen Barnes, the Clerk of the Spiritual Formation Planning Committee, reported on the two retreats which took place this year, 14 participants in the fall and 13 in the spring. Kristina and Callid Keefe-Perry were the leaders at the Leaven Center, near Lyons, Michigan. Given the strong yearning for this kind of nurture and the carryover into the monthly meetings and LEYM, the decision was made to continue the format for the fall retreat, Friday evening through Sunday lunch, but reduce the spring session to one day with local Friends hosting long distance participants. The 2008-09 retreat leader will be Connie Lezenby of Gwynedd, Pennsylvania Monthly Meeting, who comes with stellar recommendations from other Friends. The fall and spring dates and information about Connie Lezenby are on the green flyers we will circulate (September 57, 2008 and May, DTBD, 2009). [The theme for 2008-09 is “Grounding our Spirituality in Nature: Strengthening our Connections with the Source of Nourishment and Refreshment.”]
3.
Spiritual Consultation: The great success of the November 2007 Spiritual Consultation for representatives of the monthly meeting Ministry and Nurture Committees has encouraged Friends to continue the practice. Out of this gathering a need was expressed for such a consultation for LEYM monthly meeting clerks. Thus M&N is proposing funds be set aside to enable such a consultation under the oversight of the LEYM Executive Committee for the fall of 2009.

One Friend clearly articulated the distinction between a workshop and a consultation; in the latter, participants confer and share deeply with one another, a very meaningful part of the November session.

4.
Program and Funding Request: M&N wants to support monthly meeting members and attenders wishing to attend spiritually enriching offerings. The rationale is that many monthly meetings in our Yearly Meeting have limited resources to help support the development of ministry among Friends of the monthly meetings. M&N is aware of a need to pool resources of all the meetings to help support the needs of those with limited resources. Thus M&N makes the following proposal: that $1000 is allocated as a line item to help support monthly meetings who wish to send a member or attender of their meeting to FGC’s School of the Spirit or the Religious Educators Institute or Pendle Hill, etc., for education or training related to ministry among Friends. Two requirements would be: 1. that the request comes from the monthly meeting rather than the individual, and 2. that the monthly meeting provides support to the individual from the monthly meeting budget. M&N will collaborate with other LEYM committees as appropriate to the request. [This proposal was approved when the 2008-09 budget was approved; see YM08 - 38 and pp. 48-49.] 

5.
Query Set: An intense interest and need has been expressed for a set of LEYM queries which monthly meetings and worship groups could use throughout the year on a regular basis, queries with an individual aspect as well as a corporate one. Friends spoke of the process of forming a set of queries as one of great worth. Thomas Taylor attested to the experience of participating in Britain Yearly Meeting’s process: “…it’s a very valuable way of getting Friends to think about who they are as a community, what they believe, and how their beliefs show themselves in action.” Thus M&N proposes an M&N Ad Hoc Committee of interested participants to begin this process for LEYM.

6.
Annual Query: The Committee continues to feel the importance and value of the annual query, and has again provided one for LEYM monthly meetings:

Are we open to the Other?

What keeps me/us from connecting with those who are different from me/us?

What fears cloud my/our vision of the Light in all beings?

How can I listen with my heart, willing to be vulnerable?

How are we teaching our children that God’s love includes all?

We approved the formation of an ad hoc committee to collect and develop a formal set of published queries for our Yearly Meeting. 
Saturday Afternoon Session

YM08 - 26 Reading from Epistle from New England Yearly Meeting
Our Assistant Clerk read from the Epistle from New England Yearly Meeting. New England Friends see the need for Friends to be a Sanctuary, for ourselves, each other, strangers, and God; and our Creator desires a most diverse creation that we all will come to value.

We welcomed Vaughn Peebles of White Rose Monthly Meeting (Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting).

YM08 - 27 Program Committee 
Linda Mills (Kalamazoo) reported:

The Program Committee began its work at the rise of last session, adopting the theme of “Peacemaking from the Inside Out.” During the fall Helen Horn was invited, and accepted our invitation, to be the plenary speaker. Ideas for workshops began to be suggested. Work continued through the fall and winter. The following workshops were scheduled: 

Clearing the Channel, further exploration of the plenary topic with Helen Horn 
Testing Discernment and Decisions, with Jerry Knutson 

Life More Abundant the Bioregional Way, with Judy Greenberg and Jim Crowfoot 

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Quakerism but Were Afraid to Ask, with Advancement & Outreach Committee 

Meeting for Healing, with Richard Lee 

Publicizing Prayer, Peace, and Community Projects, with David Lore 

The Committee arranged for Bible study each morning, worship sharing on Friday and Saturday mornings, two newcomer enrichment meetings for newcomers, singing, nature walks, Saturday evening contra and folk dancing with a watermelon social, and mini gatherings for Quaker organizations. For the first time we instituted a Buddy system, matching volunteers with newcomers who requested a Buddy, and provided a microphone for announcements at meals. 

YM08 - 28 Youth & Children Committee 
Our Assistant Clerk read a report from Dolores and David Avner (Pittsburgh) and Nancy Nagler (Red Cedar), which we joyfully received. 
Statistics:

23 children: 
4 nursery 


5 preschool


8 elementary/middle school


[6 high school]

Staff:
3 co-clerks and assistant clerk


9 leaders and assistant leaders


2 Bluffton students

· T-shirts (design and execution by Crowley-Crotser Corporation) incorporated the LEYM Annual Meeting theme on them. A few will be available for sale. See Conleth Crotser this evening in Ramseyer.

· Weather, while not perfect, has cooperated, shutting off the tap while we moved to and from Marbeck and for swimming on Friday.

· No strawberries were picked this year.

· The clerks are totally supported by staff, which shares its corporate memory and assists everyone every way they can.

· Job requirements: Enjoy children, be flexible. Opening available: see Mathilda Navias or speak with any Y&C staff. LEYM covers your expenses at Annual Meeting and the fringe benefits are priceless. Consider this an invitation. RSVP ASAP.

YM08 - 29 High School Youth Program Committee 
The Clerk reported that the Committee is moving forward for a search for a new High School Youth Program Coordinator as a replacement for Kri Burkander (Ann Arbor). 

YM08 - 30 Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee reported positions that remain to be filled. Friends are strongly urged to consider volunteering where needed and to suggest the names of other Friends to the Committee.

YM08 - 31 Olney Friends School 
Nancy Taylor (Ann Arbor) reported:
I’m Nancy Taylor, a 1959 graduate of Olney Friends School in Barnesville, Ohio and a happy carrier of a testimony to the amazing resilience of that school, which rose from near-closure in 1998 to become the strong, successful school it is today. Two weeks ago I attended the graduation of 24 outstanding scholars at Olney. These students came from all over the world to obtain their Quaker education, and they have all been accepted at excellent colleges and universities, with over $1 M awarded in merit scholarship help. It’s an inspiration to go on campus and see the vitality of the student body, the dedication and skill of the faculty and staff, and the beauty of those southeastern Ohio hills and valleys.

You may remember that Olney began a Capital Campaign in 2001, which was named “Renewal from the Roots” and aimed to raise $2 M. by 2005. The goals of that campaign were to begin rebuilding the endowment and to enhance enrollment. The campaign reached the monetary goal two years early, and the school was greatly strengthened by it. Now we have just completed the quiet phase and are entering the “noisy” phase of a $6.2 M campaign. This time the goal is again to invest in the school’s permanent endowment, and also to enhance existing buildings and build a new Activity Center, which will include a gymnasium, greenhouse, and classrooms. This new building will be “green,” with geothermal heating, natural lighting from skylights and windows, low water use fixtures in the restrooms, and an interior “living wall” with plants growing year round. If any of you know the Olney campus, you’ll be aware of how welcome this addition will be for everyone who has endured the cold of the present gymnasium during winter!

I’d like to highlight one paragraph from the literature, which captures the unique quality of Olney. “During a time of growing concern for the environment, Olney’s academic program and campus life are greatly enriched by the school’s small size and rural location. One unique feature of the school is its Sustainability Coordinator and courses in vegetable gardening. Hands-on farming experiences through coordinated Biology and Humanities classes for 9th grade students take advantage of the school’s small flock of laying hens, herd of grass-fed beef, and several goats. Students have the opportunity to pick apples in the school’s orchard and plant and harvest vegetables in season. Menus for school meals increasingly incorporate produce and meat from the school garden and farm.”
Finally, I’m glad to say that we are blessed with a strong Board of Trustees, which includes educators, accountants, professional fundraisers, an engineer, a lawyer, a town manager, and an aquatic biologist. We are especially fortunate to have Rich Sidwell as our Headmaster and his wife, Mary, as Development Director. They and the faculty and staff really personify a Quakerly presence, and Jeff Moredock, head of the National Association of Independent Schools Governance Counsel, was led to say, “There are very few schools in the country, perhaps in the world, that are so true to the faith on which they were founded and so genuine in the practice of that faith. To spend even a few hours at the school is to get a palpable sense of the human kindness that sustains its people and its mission.”

YM08 - 32 Green Pastures Quarterly Meeting 
Don Nagler (Pine River) reported: 

Green Pastures Quarterly Meeting draws its strength from the intimate contact Friends have in meetings for worship four times a year. Because of the geographic distance between our meetings and worship groups, we appreciate what the facility of the internet gives to us in e-mail, newsletters, and pictures, as well as our website with LEYM, beyond our postal communications.

Our summer meeting, at Quaker Park [in Battle Creek] on Hiroshima Sunday, was small and damp, in the rain, under the partial shelter of umbrellas. We were joined by curious neighborhood children in this weather, who shared our silent worship and subsequent snacks. 

The fall business session at the Friends School in Detroit featured the report given on the School by Geoff Brieger, Clerk of the Board, and Dwight Wilson, Headmaster. It was greatly encouraging, but challenging, in this time of financial and social crisis in Detroit and the nation. (But, really, Chinese in elementary school (!), in the midst of such bright art!) The program for the meeting was given by Penny Ryder, who has directed the Criminal Justice Program of the Ann Arbor Office of the AFSC. She has become a leading authority and activist in Michigan and was the keynote analyst featured in the Detroit Free Press series of articles on the health care within the Michigan prison system this year. 

The midwinter meeting in February was sponsored by Ann Arbor Meeting. In the morning there was an excellent panel discussion on “the relationship between spirituality and activism.” After lunch, there was a joyous contra dance session in which the children also were invited to participate. 

The spring presentation was given by Lonnie Valentine, who heads the peace curriculum at the Earlham School of Religion. His talk on “Light Within, Light Without” was lively and insightful and included material from a 17th century Quaker journal, “Narrative of Thomas Lurting.” It was followed by a good discussion in the round and our usual spectacular lunch from Julia Breidenstein and Ron Koenig, from Detroit Meeting. 

Our most important business in the afternoon was to approve and welcome Holland Preparative Meeting to monthly meeting status. They will be our most distant monthly meeting, along with Pine River. The other six monthly meetings are: Ann Arbor, Birmingham, Detroit, Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, and Red Cedar. Our scattered worship groups are: Manitou, Tustin, Fremont, Albion, and Chelsea. We appreciate the support which Ann Arbor Meeting is able to give to the Quarterly Meeting, which it helped spawn. 

Green Pastures supports currently six institutions with its budget: the AFSC, Ann Arbor Office (about 63%), the Friends School in Detroit (about 17%), and the Michigan Friends Center in Chelsea, FCNL, the Friends Lake Cooperative Community, and the Institute for Global Education combined (about 20%). 
YM08 - 33 Arrangement and Site 
Jon Sommer (Broadmead) reported that our total attendance is 131. Next year’s gathering at Bluffton will start on June 11. Jon provided details for our departure tomorrow. 

YM08 - 34 Gathering of Friends General Conference 
Ellen and Marvin Barnes (Birmingham), Clerks of this year’s Gathering, in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, invited Friends to consider attending the Gathering and briefly explained a few of the special features of this year’s Gathering.

YM08 - 35 Peace Committee
The Peace Committee presented a final draft of the Yearly Meeting minute on the U.S./Iraqi Security Agreement and its proposed distribution [see YM08 - 23]. We approved the minute (see below); Friend Verne Bechill (Pine River) expressed a concern that the minute was not forceful enough, but stood aside. 

Minute on U.S./Iraqi Security Agreement

(adopted June 14, 2008)

Lake Erie Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) has previously endorsed the call by the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) for the expeditious withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq without the establishment and retention of U.S bases in that country.

The existing United Nations mandate, which the U.S administration views as the legal basis for the continuing U.S. military presence in Iraq, expires at the end of 2008.

It has been widely reported that the U.S. is currently negotiating a long-term security agreement with the Iraqi government which, among other things, seeks retention of more than 50 U.S. bases in Iraq as well as immunity for U.S. personnel, military and civilian, from Iraqi law.

The terms of this agreement have triggered opposition on the part of some Iraqi government leaders because of its intrusion on Iraqi sovereignty.

Still, the U.S. administration has announced that it intends to finalize this agreement before it leaves office in January 2009, without submitting it to Congress for ratification.

Lake Erie Yearly Meeting remains committed to the end of the U.S. occupation of Iraq and the restoration of full sovereignty to that country.

We, therefore, oppose any new security agreement, if one is needed at all, which compromises Iraqi sovereignty and continues an American military presence in Iraq.

Distribution:

Monthly Meetings of LEYM

U.S. Senators, Ohio, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Michigan
Members, Senate Foreign Relations Committee
The White House

Embassy of Iraq, Washington, D.C.

FCNL
Friends Journal

Minor changes to letters to the presidential candidates regarding the Israeli-Palestinian peace process were shared. [See YM08 - 37]

YM08 - 36 Friends School in Detroit 
Dwight Wilson (Ann Arbor), Headmaster, reported:

Highlights from 2007-2008 at Friends School in Detroit

In academic, ethical, and development areas, Friends School in Detroit is in as strong a position as it has ever been. Development efforts and successes have increased multiplefold since the prior Headmaster. However, the age of the building, skyrocketing fuel, health insurance, and security expenses, and the economic climate of Detroit have caused serious challenges for the school this year. Fourteen students (almost 10% of the student body) had to withdraw for nonpayment of tuition during the school year. This is a dramatic sign of city-wide crisis. Two other independent schools in the region are in danger of closing this year, following the close of one of our peer schools last year. 
In each of the sections below, we highlight successes and explain attendant concerns in italics. Each of these represents places where you, your meetings, and your friends can shine a light. 
Academics: In the nationally recognized ERB tests, used widely by independent and high-achieving schools, for the 11 students in the class of 2008 who were FSD students for one year or more before taking their tests, in 4 of 5 language arts categories our median score was at or above the 90th percentile nationally, and our quantitative reasoning score was 94th percentile. 

The staff for 2008-2009 has to be five people less than last year, in order to balance the budget; this cut is on top of some benefit cuts and a salary freeze, even while salaries are among the lowest in the region.

Chinese expanded to include all grades pre-K - 7 this year, and will include 8th grade next year as well. Middle school students now all take public speaking and keyboarding to assure that their skills are solid for future endeavors. 
We can replace our computers, if we can match a challenge grant of $10,000. 

Building: Thanks to the generosity of two anonymous donors and others, our Commons floor has been completely rebuilt with true linoleum, one of the most ecologically friendly surfaces available, our art room has two new sinks and cupboards, and both of the preschool rooms have new cork floors. 
We have begun to replace our aging lighting system with more energy efficient lighting, which will earn back its costs in approximately five to seven years, but this will cost us approximately $50,000 more initially. Contributions to this project of environmental stewardship are greatly appreciated. We need to replace our roof and more of our flooring before long. The furnace has served 42 years.

Community Service: In addition to raising over $2000 for Empty Bowls, our students performed weekly community service at Moses Field Elementary – a special needs public school, and taught seniors at Woodbridge Manor a variety of arts and crafts and computer skills. They also learned about the twentieth century by doing Oral History with them. The eighth grade and other students earned over $1000 for Nothing but Nets, which supplies bed nets to reduce malaria in Africa, and the eighth grade class is giving a tithe of its class money to the art department of the school.

The transportation for the Community Service program costs approximately $2000 per year. Without that funding, we are at the mercy of a regional nonprofit transportation system which often simply doesn’t show up, leaving our students and their beneficiaries in the lurch.

Development: Annual Fund has more than doubled, the Wade McCree Scholarship dinner has earned more than five times, and grants are over nine times the amounts brought in the last year of the previous Headmaster, but we are still projecting a risk of deficit because of lowered enrollment projections. Even with a tuition freeze, students’ families struggle to manage tuition when they face layoffs, higher transportation costs, and increases in all other expense areas.

During a previous administration, in order to keep Friends School in Detroit open at all, a mortgage and other loans were taken out. While some of these have been reduced, we need to further reduce our debt, but this is an area that grants rarely touch. Only annual, unrestricted giving, or gifts specifically for debt reduction, can help us with this crucial area.

Drama: In addition to two tremendous end-of-semester productions by the middle school and one each by the fourth and fifth grade, our students were treated to a live performance in the building, by the Jewish Ensemble theatre, about speech and bullying. Students left the building to see short stories performed in the fall, and in the spring the seventh graders went to the Stratford Festival in Ontario, to see Romeo and Juliet. 
Through the extraordinary support of our parents and the immense popularity of the Drama elective, the drama program is nearly self-funding. 
Human Rights Endowment: Thanks to the dedication of a committee of eight Ann Arbor former trustees and Meeting members and attenders, The Miyoko Inouye Bassett Memorial Human Rights Lectureship and Day of Learning was established. Our first lecturers were David Yamamoto, himself an internee during World War II, and Nazih Hassan, an advocate for Civil Rights and fair treatment since 9/11. Students spent nearly three hours with these wonderful speakers, learning to appreciate the benefits of our constitution, and the preciousness of our rights. 
Approximately half of the three to five-year $30,000 target for this endowment has been raised in its first year.

Diane Lehman Wilson (Ann Arbor, a member of the FSD faculty, and Dwight’s wife) enthusiastically shared some of the meaningful work and successes of a number of the students of the School. Our Clerk asks that we hold the School in our prayers and the Light and follow our hearts as to its needs.
First Day Session

YM08 - 37 Peace Committee
The Peace Committee again presented a revised letter to the presidential candidates. After further consideration and editing, we approved the letter in final form: 

The Honorable Barack Obama / John McCain

[Address]

RE: Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process

As part of your campaign for President, you have recently pledged support for Israel, and for an Israeli-Palestinian peace process. Lake Erie Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) shares your desire for a resolution to the conflict so that both Israelis and Palestinians can live together in peace.

Friends and Friends organizations have a long history of involvement in this region of the world and have worked with both Palestinians and Jews. We encourage you to carefully consider the actual situation on the ground and the necessary pre-conditions to achieve such a just and lasting peace.

At the heart of much of the discussion of conditions for a peaceful resolution of the conflict is the idea of a “two-state” solution – an Israeli state and a Palestinian state side by side on the territory of historic Palestine. There are a number of obstacles, however, that together make such a solution well-nigh impossible. The central impediment is the massive settlement process, whereby – in contravention of international law – Israel has built settlements exclusively for Israeli Jewish citizens throughout the territories occupied in the 1967 war, on land expropriated from Palestinian inhabitants. These settlements – together with the network of “bypass roads” which connect the settlements with each other and with Israel proper and are off-limits to most Palestinian traffic – make up what one Israeli analyst refers to as “the matrix of control.” As long as this matrix of control is in place, cemented by a military occupation with its checkpoints and a myriad of other regulations that govern every aspect of the Palestinians’ lives, there can be no viable Palestinian state. What is more, Israel has declared that East Jerusalem and the rings of settlements surrounding Jerusalem constitute part of a Greater Jerusalem, and are thus part of Israel, and not part of the West Bank.

Another impediment to any lasting solution to the conflict is the Wall/Separation Barrier currently being built – both along the 1967 de facto borders [Green Line] and deep inside the occupied territories. This wall/barrier effectively makes the territories encompassed by it – primarily the large settlement blocs – a part of Israel by creating “facts on the ground” prior to any negotiations as part of a comprehensive peace agreement. In addition, in large part the effect of this barrier is to cut off Palestinian farmers from their land – either by denying them access altogether, or by making it extremely difficult for them to get to a crossing point that is anywhere near and where any permit they might have will be honored (even if the gate is open when they need to get to and from their land). The net effect of the barrier – along with the numerous Israeli roadblocks and checkpoints throughout the occupied territories – is that the Palestinian economic infrastructure is undermined, further increasing the Palestinians’ economic dependence on Israel and reducing any prospect of a viable Palestinian state.

Tied in with this issue is another central dilemma. If a two-state solution is no longer possible, in what way can Israel preserve its character as a Jewish nation-state? Israel already has a sizable Palestinian Arab minority living as Israeli citizens inside the boundaries of pre-1967 Israel, and many more Palestinians live in the occupied territories. 

If all of these inhabitants of the land become part of a binational state, then Israel’s definition as Jewish national state is called into question. Alternatively, if Israel is defined as a Jewish national state – encompassing formally or de facto all of the land between the Mediterranean and the Jordan River – then Palestinians there (inside pre-1967 Israel and outside) have an ambiguous future. Already there have been calls for Israeli Arab citizens to be deported to a Palestinian state (possibly even to Jordan) and if as a result of the “matrix of control” there is no such state in any meaningful sense of the word, then Israel would continue to rule over a mass of Palestinians, among whom would be those stripped of what status they now have as Israeli citizens.

There is one other issue that impacts on the possibility of a just and lasting peace. All groups representative of the Palestinian interests must be included in the negotiating process, not just the Palestinian Authority. In addition, ALL sides to the conflict must renounce the use of violence, thereby cutting through the recurring cycle of violence and justifications for the use of force.

It is our belief that unless the above issues are comprehensively addressed there can be no peace in this conflict, nor in the region as a whole. Also, unless the United States facilitates this process it will lose any semblance of its claim to be an honest broker in ending the conflict. We hope that you will keep these considerations in mind, both as a candidate and as the one who ultimately is elected President.

Sincerely,

Shirley Bechill

Presiding Clerk

Lake Erie Yearly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends (Quaker)

(LEYM includes Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups in Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia)

YM08 - 38 2008-09 Budget 
Friends approved the budget as presented by the Finance Committee, with a suggested per adult member contribution of $37.
YM08 - 39 Appointment of Clerk of Nominating Committee
Friends approved Thomas Taylor to be clerk of the Nominating Committee, as recommended by the Naming Committee. Our Clerk explained the process used this year of the Naming Committee consulting with the Clerks of the YM to find a clerk for the Nominating Committee. Friends approved this procedure.
YM08 - 40 Nominating Committee 
The Committee presented a report showing officers and committee assignments. Friends approved the report. A few positions, especially for the Youth & Children Committee, remain to be filled.
YM08 - 41 Reports, Epistle, and Performances from Young People
We cherished receiving the reports, epistle, and performances from our young people, which will be a part of our Annual Records. We thanked them for their presentations and treasure the joy they have brought us.
YM08 - 42 Epistle from the Adult Young Friends 
Adult Young Friends reported on their activities during our sessions, sharing the peace pledge and poster. We thanked our young adult Friends and are heartened and tendered to see the rising Spirit among them.
YM08 - 43 Yearly Meeting Epistle
The Yearly Meeting Epistle was read. With a small change, Friends approved the Epistle and gave thanks for the diligent work of the Epistle Committee. 
Friends expressed appreciation for Bill Bliss (Ann Arbor) sharing his reflections on the founding of the original Lake Erie Yearly Meeting, its transition to a yearly meeting with his wife, Isabel, as its first clerk, and how it has become such an important part of his life.
YM08 - 44 Appreciations 
We minuted and extended our heartfelt thanks to Friend Connie Bimber for her more than 12 years of faithful service as Treasurer of Lake Erie Yearly Meeting. This has been a most monumental task, and Connie’s wisdom, exuberance, spiritual and practical groundedness, and willingness to serve have deepened and enriched our deliberations as well as provided a smooth process for committees and individuals needing financial reimbursement. We offered blessings as Connie begins a phase of life in which she will make wider use of her gifts as a nurturer of the spirit among us.

We minuted appreciation for Merry Stanford’s care and nurture of the Ministry & Nurture Committee and the Yearly Meeting. Friends shared other expressions of gratitude and appreciation.

YM08 - 45 Gratitude to Bluffton University and Closing Worship
We are grateful to Bluffton University for hosting our Annual Sessions this year and contributing to the success of our gathering. After a few announcements, we concluded with worship, giving thanks for the strength of the Spirit that has been with us and looking forward to coming together again. 

Shirley Bechill, Clerk

Joseph Mills, Recording Clerk

Committee Reports

Finance Committee:
Budget for July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009
General Fund Expenses

(* transfers)
Budget 
Actual
Difference
Budget 
Actual
Difference
Budget
Differ. 


06-07
06-07

07-08
07-08

08-09
fr. 07-08

Travel
5,500.00
4,791.00
709.00
5,500.00
4,823.81
676.19
6,500.00
1,000.00

Office
300.00
40.90
259.10
300.00
156.22
143.78
300.00
0.00

Publications
3,400.00
2,766.87
633.13
3,400.00
2,250.62
1,149.38
3,400.00
0.00

Advancement
130.00
0.00
130.00
880.00
880.00
0.00
880.00
0.00

Ministry & Nurture
200.00
100.00
100.00
800.00
600.00
200.00
200.00
600.00

Clerk's Fund
500.00
0.00
500.00
500.00
363.00
137.00
500.00
0.00

FGC
4,500.00
4,500.00
0.00
4,500.00
4,500.00
0.00
4,500.00
0.00

FGC  Special Program
500.00
500.00
0.00
500.00
500.00
0.00
500.00
0.00

Records project
100.00
100.00
0.00
100.00
100.00
0.00
100.00
0.00

FWCC Travel*
1,240.00
1,240.00
0.00
1,240.00
1,240.00
0.00
1,240.00
0.00

Youth Activity Fund*
2,700.00
2,700.00
0.00
2,700.00
2,700.00
0.00
2,700.00
0.00

High School Youth Fund*
5,400.00
5,400.00
0.00
5,400.00
5,400.00
0.00
1,100.00
4,300.00

Spiritual Formation*
600.00
600.00
0.00
600.00
600.00
0.00
600.00
0.00

Friends School in Detroit
2,500.00
2,500.00
0.00
2,500.00
2,500.00
0.00
2,500.00
0.00

Olney Friends School
600.00
600.00
0.00
600.00
600.00
0.00
600.00
0.00

Consultation Fund



0.00


2,400.00
2,400.00

Scholarship Fund, Ministry






1,000.00
1,000.00

Misc.
0.00
0.00
0.00

500.00
500.00
0.00
0.00

TOTALS
28,170.00
25,838.77
2,331.23
29,520.00
27,713.65
1,806.35
29,020.00
500.00
  Per member assessment
$35.21

$37.23


$36.60

Treasurer’s Report, June 28, 2008
Fund
Opening
Income
Expenses
Current


Balance


Balance

General Fund
$6,012.44
$28,766.57
$28,070.38
$6,708.63

Annual Meeting
$18,440.09
$14,633.56
$14,947.58
$18,126.07

Triennial Fund
$1,676.84
$1,240.00
$1,210.39
$1,706.45

Granville Friends

 Youth Fund
$5,510.60
$730.45
$230.45
$6,010.60

Youth Activity Fund
$3,644.81
$2,945.45
$1,125.00
5,465.26

Spiritual Formation
$3,793.02
$4,165.00
$4,332.77
$3,625.25

High School Program
$1,496.61
$5,400.00
$1,100.00
5,796.61

Consultation
$0.00
$3,100.00
$3,081.45
$18.55
TOTALS 
$40,574.41
$60,981.03
$54,098.02
$47,457.42
Account
Opening
Income
Debits
Current


Balance


Balance

Shorebank CD - Mar.
$2,203.41
$88.79

$2,292.20
Shorebank CD - Sept.
$2,272.62
$95.82

$2,368.44
Southshore Bank CD
$5,510.60
$730.45
$230.45
$6,010.60
Lorain National

  Bank - Checking
$30,587.78
$49,525.97
$58,327.57
21,786.18
Pittsburgh Bank
$0.00
$15,000.00
$0.00
$15,000.00
TOTALS
$40,574.41
$65,441.03
$58,558.02
$47,457.42

General Fund  Income

Meeting
Contribution
Akron
$222.00
Ann Arbor
$5,106.00
Athens
$2,200.00
Birmingham
$682.00
Broadmead
$825.00

Cleveland
$4,563.00
Delaware
$407.00
Detroit
$0.00

Grand Rapids
$871.00
Granville
$832.00

Kalamazoo
$1,591.00
Kent
$630.00
MidOhio Valley
$180.00
Monongalia
$490.00

North Columbus 
$800.00

Oberlin
$740.00
Pine River
$592.00
Pittsburgh
$5,475.96
Red Cedar
$1,850.00
Wooster
$525.00
Misc.
$0.00

Sales and Fees
$0.00
Interest
$184.61
TOTALS
$28,766.57
Nominating Committee:
Approved Nominating Slate

LEYM Officers, Committees Members, 
& Representatives

New additions to committees are in italics
OFFICERS
Year Serving, End Year 

Presiding Clerk:  
Merry Stanford, Red Cedar
2, 2011
Assistant Clerk:
Shirley Bechill, Pine River
4, 2009
Recording Clerk: 
Joseph Mills, Kalamazoo    
2, 2011

Treasurer:     
Eric Starbuck, Pittsburgh  
1, 2011
Bulletin Editor:  
Jeff Cooper, Ann Arbor   
4, 2009
OTHER POSITIONS
Year Serving, End Year
Webmaster:     
Bill Warters, Birmingham
4, 2011

Database Wrangler: 
Mathilda Navias, Broadmead
4, 2011
COMMITTEE MEMBERS         
Year Serving, End Year

Advancement & Outreach Committee
Rosemary Coffey, Pittsburgh, Clerk

3, 2009
Mike Hinshaw, Wooster

2, 2010

Carol MeyerNiedzwiecki, Kalamazoo

2, 2010

Ellerie Brownfain, Birmingham

1, 2011
John Savage, North Columbus
 1, 2011
TBD


Arrangement & Site Committee
Berch Carpenter, Broadmead

1, 2011
Vanessa Fuson, Granville
 3, 2009

Kelly Helms, Ann Arbor
 3, 2009

Olwen Pritchard, Broadmead, Clerk
 2, 2010

Jon Sommer, Broadmead
 5, 2010
TBD

Earthcare Committee
Phil Clampitt, Birmingham, CoClerk

 3, 2010

Al Connor, Ann Arbor

 4, 2009

Jim Crowfoot, Ann Arbor, CoClerk

 3, 2009

Judy Greenberg, Broadmead

1, 2011

Dick Hogan, Athens

 4, 2010
Helen Söderberg, Red Cedar
 3, 2011

Finance & Budget Committee
Joyce Callahan, Cleveland
in training
David Green, Cleveland

4, 2010

Sally Weaver Sommer, Broadmead, Clerk 

4, 2011
Barbara Warrington, Kent

3, 2009

Treasurer, ex officio

High School Youth Program Committee
Michael Fuson, Granville, Clerk
2, 2010
Carolyn Lejuste, Red Cedar, Adult
4, 2011
Abbey PrattHarrington, Athens, Adult
2, 2011

Christa PrattHarrington, Athens, Youth
2, 2011

Meaghan Diffenderfer, Cleveland, Youth
2, 2010
Ministry & Nurture Committee
Ellen Barnes, Birmingham, Clerk

3, 2009

Connie Bimber, Oberlin
1, 2011
Valerie Groszmann, Kalamazoo

5, 2010

Richard Lee, Red Cedar

2, 2011
Margy Liske, Kent 

2, 2010

Don Nagler, Pine River

3, 2009

Ministry & Nurture Monthly Meeting Representatives
  (Appointed by their monthly meeting) 
Kri Burkander, Ann Arbor (alternate)

Elaine Wilson, Ann Arbor

Suzanne Howell, Athens    

Ellen Barnes, Birmingham


Valerie Groszmann, Kalamazoo

Fred Feitler, Kent

Verne Bechill, Pine River
Nominating Committee
Phil Balderston, Wooster

2, 2010

Star Mary Castro, Athens

2, 2010

Fred Feitler, Kent

3, 2009

Nancy James, Pittsburgh

1, 2009
Mathilda Navias, Broadmead

1, 2011
Thomas Taylor, Ann Arbor, Clerk

1, 2011

Peace Committee
Betty Ford, Grand Rapids

5, 2011

Kurt Liske, Kent

2, 2010

David Lore, Granville, Clerk

5, 2010

James Satterwhite, Broadmead

4, 2011
Nancy Taylor, Ann Arbor

1, 2011

TBD
And optional 1 from each monthly meeting
Program Committee
Marvin Barnes, Birmingham

1, 2011
Peggy Daub, Ann Arbor

5, 2010

Linda Mills, Kalamazoo, 

4, 2009

Becky Morehouse, Ann Arbor, CoClerk

3, 2009

Clémence RavaçonMershon, Pittsburgh, CoClerk

2, 2010

Bekah Sommer, Broadmead

1, 2011
Publications & Archives Committee
Marvin Barnes, Birmingham

6, 2009

Dan Bell, Broadmead

2, 2010

Jeff Cooper, Ann Arbor, Clerk

5, 2010

Nancy James, Pittsburgh

4, 2011
Bob Roehm, North Columbus

2, 2010

Bill Warters, Birmingham, ex officio

Youth & Children Committee
Clerk
Nancy Nagler, Pine River

2010

Assistant Clerk 
Su Penn, Red Cedar*

2010
PreSchool Leader 
Joyce Balderston, Wooster

2009

PreSchool Asst. 
Conleth Crotser, Cleveland

2010

Early Elem. Leader 
Carla PrattHarrington, Athens 

2009

Early Elem. Asst. 
Mary Takahashi, Pine River** 

2009

Upper Elem. Leader 
Peter Crowley, Cleveland

2009

Upper Elem. Asst. 
Tim Damon, Cleveland

2010
Middle School Leader 
TBD
 
Middle School Asst. 
Diane Mott, Broadmead    

2009

High School Leader 
Steve Connor, Ann Arbor

2010

High School Asst. 
TBD
  
Fall Retreat Clerk 
Jessica Fox, Athens***


Fall Retreat Asst. 
Carla PrattHarrington, Athens**
LEYM Bookstore
Valerie Groszmann, Kalamazoo
For life
* Approved by Executive Committee 7/27/08

** Omitted by mistake from the original Nominating Committee report

*** Approved in Executive Committee meeting 6/15/08

REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Representatives
Year Serving, End Year
AFSC  Peggy Daub, Ann Arbor     
1, 2011
AFSC Thomas Taylor, Ann Arbor
2, 2010

AFSC TBD
FCNL Charlie Burnett, Broadmead
2, 2010

FCNL Thomas Burnett, Broadmead
2, 2010

FCNL David Snyder, Oberlin
6, 2009
FCNL Meg Hummon, Athens
4, 2011
FCNL David Lore, Granville
6, 2009
FCNL Lila Cornell, Pittsburgh
6, 2009
FWCC Jana Norlin, Grand Rapids 
2, 2010

FWCC Rosemary Coffey, Pittsburgh 
3, 2010

FWCC Raelyn Joyce, Kalamazoo 
2, 2010
FWCC Mike Hinshaw, Wooster, Clerk 
6, 2009
Quaker Earthcare Witness Alan Connor, Ann Arbor 
  2010
FGC Mathilda Navias, Broadmead
1, 2010

FGC Fred Feitler, Kent
2, 2010

FGC Valerie Groszmann, Kalamazoo
6, 2009

FGC Sally Weaver Sommer, Broadmead
3, 2009
FLGBTQC Bob Roehm, North Columbus
  2010
William Penn House  
Ellerie Brownfain, Birmingham

Olney Friends School  
Greg Mott, Broadmead

Visitors to Other Yearly Meetings
Wilmington Yearly Meeting
Peggy Daub, Ann Arbor
Canadian Yearly Meeting  
Clémence Ravaçon-Mershon, Pittsburgh
EFI Eastern Region  
TBD
Ohio YM Conservative  
LeRoy Curtis, Wooster

48


