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Historical Background

Advices

Arising from the experience of Friendsjvices and queries have served
to help Friends carry their faith into all aspedit$ife. The earliest
surviving collection of advices was sent as antlepisom a General
Meeting of elders convened in Balby (England) iB@.Gt dealt with a
range of church and community affairs as well asg®al conduct.
Richly based on biblical quotations, these advigage witness to the
Spirit of Truth in the hearts of Friends in thatpg and vital community.
The concluding statement is quoted at the endisfiteface. Since that
time, advices have been developed as statemesitsaadd truth around
which Friends could unite. Advices are not creatiziements.

Friends find their essential unity in their profausnd exhilarating
belief in the pervasive presence of God and irctminuing
responsibility of each person and worshipping grmugeek the
leading of the Spirit in all things. Obediencetie teading of that
Spirit rather than to any written statement of défetir conduct is
the obligation of their faith.

Faith & Practice of New England Yearly Meetind 986, p. 205.

Queries.

In 1682, London Yearly Meeting asked representativem each
quarterly meeting to reply to three questions s dsarn, from local
experience, about the progress of the Society gtraut the country. The
first two questions requested important data: arceof deaths of Friends
in the ministry and the number of Friends in prisbine third question
concerned the spiritual and community life of eawdeting. It wanted to



know “how the Truth has prospered amongst thernedine last yearly
meeting, and how Friends are in peace and uni{pitain YM, Quaker
Faith & Practice, 1995, 1.04)

The tradition of Friends’ groups asking such questiof themselves has
continued to the present day as a vital processanly every yearly
meeting around the world. Since about 1723, tha tguery” has been
preferred to the more prosaic “question.” Adviced gueries have been
revised from time to time, reflecting changing pities and views. For
instance, with decreasing membership and a serfa#ioj moral
standards in the 1760s, Friends were concerned gheyromotion and
revival of wholesome discipline,” so queries wexad and answered
more frequently as a means of testing how peopbesuared up to the
standards approved and stated in the advicestddilison an evangelical
tone in the early 1®century. By the 1860s and 70s, Friends found that
gueries served well as an aid to self-examinatiobpy the 1920s,
Friends felt the disciplinary advices and queriebd too negative and
“preachy,” so revisions were adopted that droppecetvangelical
language and placed a greater emphasis on mattdes gpirit, social
responsibilities, and the testimonies (see Resduarep. 23.)

Many Friends have found it more helpful to resptmduestions than to
have standards of behavior laid upon them. For#ason, the advices
have been given less importance in a number ofingsetPhiladelphia
YM preserves a set of historic advices separata fre queries in its
1997Faith & Practice, while New Zealand and Pacific YMs link advices
and queries together under the same subject hesadiith the advices
providing the spiritual foundation for the queribat follow. In the 1995
edition of theBritain YM Faith & Practice, advices and queries are
interwoven organically. A similar arrangement waad in the first draft
of this volume, which led to some confusion anaaisfort for Friends
as they worked with the mixture. In this draft, meé are followed by
gueries, forming a more predictable pattern.



Purpose and Uses of Advices & Queries

The purpose of collections of Advices & Querietifielp both meetings
and individual Friends, through prayerful thoughbfch a clearer vision
of our conditions and needs. In some yearly mestilogal meetings
were expected to respond annually to each of the@giorally or in
writing. Nowadays it is more usual for meetingatmnge for an advice
and/or query to be read out monthly in meetingsmorship or for
business, which can lead to fruitful inner reflentand perhaps deepen
vocal ministry. A number of yearly meetings grobpit queries under
twelve main topic headings with the suggestion timat of these topics
be covered each month so that all the queriedeiliead aloud in
meeting at least once a year. Two of the monthlgtings in LEYM,

Ann Arbor and Pittsburgh, have written their owredqes with this
annual practice in mind. These two sets are qifitereint from each
other and have proven a rich source of materiahigrbooklet. As the ad
hoc committee was gathering suggestions, we hestribrag request that
we not necessarily bunch our queries under twelpie theadings, but
that each query should have its own integrity amicdbe loaded with too
many disparate ideas. Thus, as the committee’s prardressed, advices
and queries were written under several topic hegdliteir number and
placement unfolding as seemed right. The topia$ within the interior
spiritual life of the individual and work outwarkdrbugh the meeting for
worship, the various communities we are part o, thie testimonies
concerning our actions, climaxing in the whole i@ation. Since these
topics are all part of the intricate web of oueby they are not numbered,
and thus imply neither rank nor status. (See “Adsi& Queries in
LEYM” on p. 20.)

This leads to the question of how a meeting migktthese advices and
gueries. A meeting may wish to read all the quarieter one topic
heading at once, or perhaps read only a query@atwa time and spread
the reading of all the queries over several ydaasher than going
straight through the queries in order, meetings irdividual Friends
asked to read the query — could choose one or quaees that seem
pertinent to the life of the meeting or has patticmeaning to them.



Someone on Ministry & Nurture might take on thepmassibility of
keeping a record of the advices and queries thet baen read so that
eventually all of them will be covered.

Although some of the queries might be answered avghmple “yes” or
“no,” they are intended for introspection; addirayy own questions such
as “how,” “why,” or “when” can prove fruitful. Somieriends keep a
book of queries by their bedside, and some likeetect or create a
personal query for the day (or week), which cad keea rich prayer-life.
Some of the queries and advices are addressedividimals, others to
the community. You (I, we) are encouraged to usatexer pronoun
seems the most appropriate or provocative.

It is for the comfort and discomfort of Friendsttiage offer these advices
and queries. In reflecting on them, the followingrds from that earliest
collection of advices “given forth at a General Meg of Friends in the
Truth at Balby [England], in 1656” continue to keeralevant now as they
were then:

Dearly beloved Friends, these things we do notlagn you as a

rule or form to walk by, but that all with the meas of light

which is pure and holy may be guided, and so irig/e walking

and abiding these may be fulfilled in the Spirdt from the letter,

for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.
ghpress.org/texts/balby




Advices and Queries

Spiritual Life

Take heed, dear Friends, to the promptings of &mektruth in
your hearts. Trust them as the leadings of God whaght shows
us our darkness and brings us to new life.

Britain YM, QF&P, 1.02.

1. There is a way into silence which allows usdeggen our awareness of
the Light and to find the inward source of our styth. How do |

integrate this inward stillness into the activitegsdaily life, nourishing a
habit of openness to and dependence on the guidétice Light for

each day? Do | set aside times of quiet opennes® tSpirit, of spiritual
refreshment?

2. Are we open to new Light, from whatever soutgaday come? What
steps are we taking to become better acquaintduitiagtBible, the
teachings of Jesus, the history, writings, andgpies of Friends, and the
contributions of other religions and philosophie®tr spiritual heritage?
How do we apply these to our lives today and toaum spiritual
journeys?

3. Do | live in thankful awareness of God’s constanresence in my life?
How often do | pray, giving thanks for all the ldews | have received?
Do | hold others in the Light? Am | open to coniimyrevelation and the
possibility of change and religious transformation?

4. Does our Meeting encourage us to share outwsdijourneys with
one another so that we may learn from each otimewhat ways do we
support one another in order to seek God’s will &nact upon our
understanding of truth? How does our Meeting rezegrdevelop, and
nurture the spiritual gifts of our members andrattgs of all ages?



Meeting for Worship

Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and thy balm;
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm!
John Greenleaf WhittieiBrewing of Soma”.

The most powerful ministry is a wordless radiatidrihe love of
God.
William Taber, “What canst thou say?,
Deepening Worship & Ministry Feb, 1998.

5. Meeting for worship is the heart of the Religidbciety of Friends.
Worship is our response to the awareness of Geodsepce. Go
regularly to meeting for worship, including thogads when feeling
tired, angry, or spiritually low. Bring to worshjpys, hurts, hopes and
fears, and awareness of the needs of other pgdpiee to meeting with
hearts and minds prepared. How do we prepare foshis?

6. Are our meetings for worship held in expectaaitivg for Divine
guidance? Is there a living silence in which we ékawn together by the
power of God in our midst? What has helped usno fihe quiet center
and to hear the promptings of the Spirit? Am | bled by distractions?
Can | let them drop away so | might sink into tleéytstiliness in unity
with my fellow worshippers?

7. Prayer springs from a deep place in the heaxtaVprayer, though it
may be expressed in imperfect words, can draw thesent into
communion with God and with one another. What heipdind that
inner place of prayer?

8. Do | attend worship clear of any predetermimatmspeak or not to
speak, and expecting that worship will be a soofcgrength and
guidance? Do | allow a sense of unworthiness ardéaot finding the
right words turn me away from a true leading toad®eAm | apt to speak



too often, too predictably, or too soon after songeelse has spoken? Do
| receive the spoken ministry of others in a teraded understanding
spirit, recognizing that what may not be helpfubtee listener may speak
to the condition of another? Do | listen for thegdeneaning in the
spoken ministry of others?

9. Is the ministry of silence, words, and witnassur Meeting exercised
under divine leading, and in the simplicity andcsirity of truth?

10. Do we respond to the children’s needs duringting for worship?
When they are involved in separate activities, @auphold them and
those who are with them?

Meeting for Business

The act of listening to God'’s will in Meeting fou@ness is a way
for the Meeting to give back the expression of nditmnal love.
It requires faith and obedience — faith that Godl lgiad us and
that we will obey His leading.
Cleveland Meeting, Eighth Month 15, 2010.

11. Be faithful in attending and participating ie@ting for worship with
attention to business. Are our meetings for busietd in a spirit of
worship? Do we depend on the guidance of God ia nd humility? Do
we seek the leadings of the Spirit and admit tresidity of error? Do
we help one another in our search for unity byhstg well and speaking
briefly without repetition?

12. Be tender and considerate of differing views dificult problems
arise, are we careful to meet them with open heaitis minds receptive
to creative solutions? A “third way” may be neededTruth to emerge
and a “sense of the meeting” to be reached. Caallas our personal
wishes and insights to take their places alongsidse of others or even
to be set aside as the Meeting seeks the righfevesard? Do we



recognize that the search for unity may requiréweaccept with grace
a decision of the Meeting with which we are noirefyt in agreement?

13. Do we avoid feeling pressed by time, neitheragessarily
prolonging nor curtailing discussion? Do we maimgaiayerful support
for the clerk that he/she may be sensitive to tbeement of the Spirit
among us? Do we hold each other and the whole hg#tithe Light as
we conduct our business?

Participation in Meeting

Do you give sufficient time to sharing with othgrshe meeting,

both newcomers and long-time members, your unduetistg of

worship, of service, and of commitment to the $gsiaitness?
Britain YMQF&P, 1.02, 20.

14. What are we doing to recognize and nurtureskiiks and spiritual
gifts of adults and children in our Meeting? Do @eourage attenders to
take part in committees, attend business meeti@yparticipate in the
activities of the Meeting? Do we encourage thempuisue membership
when they are ready?

15. Do we accept our share of responsibility foryiag out the
Meeting’'s work? Do we support the Meeting finarigiaind in other
ways, according to our resources and abilities? Howve share our gifts
and what do we hold back from offering?

16. When faced with personal or corporate decisidosve join with
others in seeking clearness, in asking for Godidance, and in offering
appropriate counsel to one another?

17. How do we celebrate the presence of childrelyanng people in
the Meeting, nurturing and learning from the giftsy bring? Are we
involved in the support, care, and religious edocadf our Meeting’s
children? How do we learn from them and acceptresponsibilities
toward them?
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Meeting Community

Our life is love, and peace, and tenderness; aratibg one with
another, and forgiving one another, and not layamgusations
against another; but praying one for another, amdjmg one
another up with a tender hand.”

Isaac Penington, 16@&tters ed. John Barclay.

18. How do we weave our Meeting into a communitg?al adults and
children in our Meeting receive our loving care amdouragement to
share in the life of our Meeting and to live aseRds? Do we truly
welcome newcomers and include them in our faithroomity?

19. As we enter with tender sympathy into the jayd sorrows of each
other’s lives, are we ready to both give and rexdieip? How does our
Meeting keep in contact with all of its members afténders?

20. Are love and unity maintained among us? Doasgelr knowing one
another in “that which is eternal”? How do we caimelearness in
dealing with troublesome differences between usdiour faith and
acting in love? Do we listen to the Spirit whicln@raw us together in
humility and mutual trust?

21. Do we uphold Friends in their efforts to depestable and loving
relationships? In what ways does the Meeting assigbles and families
to communicate, grow together, and rear childrea limving and
spiritually nurturing environment?

22. Do we support Friends as they meet life’s elmglés such as birth,
illness, marriage, divorce, old age, and deathwegable to ask for
support during difficult periods? Can we approakhage with
acceptance and anticipation, discerning the righe to relinquish long-
term responsibilities? Do we arrange the practitatters (regarding
possessions, location of documents, burial, diaf)will arise when we
die so that our families and Meeting are not undwisdened? Are we
comfortable with the relationships we will leavéhlvael when we depart?



Outreach

Be patterns, be examples in all countries, plastasnds, nations,
wherever you come; that your carriage and life mpegach among
all sorts of people and to them.  George FoxJournal, p.
263.

23. How welcoming is our Meeting to newcomers? lratwvays do we
orient and include new attenders? Is our placearhip physically
accessible to all? What resources about Quakerishalout the Meeting
do we share?

24. Do we reach out to the wider circle of FrienBsAwe support and
participate in Friends General Conference and Baé&lorld Committee
for Consultation, whose missions are to nurtureethige Religious
Society of Friends?

25. Do we work with other religious and social grsin the pursuit of
common goals? While remaining faithful to Quakesigihts, do we enter
openly into the life and witness of other commuastof faith, creating
together the bonds of friendship?

26. Are we open to becoming a Meeting of peoplenfdifferent
ethnicities, cultures, and backgrounds who valubagppreciate one
another? Do we give sufficient time and effort tmatual sharing with
others about the experience and understanding aké&pwvorship,
service, and witness? How do we discern the balbeteeen not
proselytizing and not hiding our Light under a beigh
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Home & Family

Itis in the home that Friends’ principles firstdmme practices.

The home is founded upon love, which reaches faithlag

words and is understood long before words have imgan
Living with Oneself and OthersNEYM, 2001.

27. How do we make our homes places of love, halgyitand spiritual
growth? Is our home a place where all memberseofaily receive
affection and understanding and where visitorsasleome?

28. Do we choose recreation and a manner of lithagenriches the
body, mind, and spirit and shows a high regarddmily, community,
and creation?

29. Do we take care that commitments outside timeehdo not encroach
upon the time and loving attention our family néebB® we respect the
needs for intimacy and separateness of those witmwe live?

Self-Discipline

That no-one speak evil of another, neither judge against
another; but rather judge this, that none put angling block or
occasion to fall in his brother’'s way.

Epistle from the Elders at BallhyL656.

Friends, whatever ye are addicted to, the temptiticame in that

thing; and when he can trouble you, then he getsuathge over

you, and then you are gone. Stand still in thatcilis pure.
George FoxEpistle 10 1652.

30. In our daily lives, do we endeavor to expréssspirit and teachings
of Jesus? When speaking about other people, doardgis reflect
respect? Do we express our opinions with counagfeyith love and
humility, mindful of the Divine spirit in everyorend open to the
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opportunity to learn from others? Are we willingadmit that we may be
wrong?

31. Do we seek to attain the highest standardemsiopal conduct?
Do we refrain from habits, activities, and wordely to cause harm?
Do | avoid undue attachment to substances and ggess™How am

| dealing with addictions in myself and others?IDefrain from
membership in organizations whose purposes andoa&th
compromise our testimonies? How does the Meetipgau Friends
struggling with these issues?

32. How do | maintain simplicity, moderation, armhBsty in my
speech, my manner of living, and my daily work?diowing my
vocation, what are my contributions to the welldgeof the larger
community? Do | have respect for all honest wogkgdmr unpaid,
whether at home or in the community? Do | keeghtralance
between my work and other aspects of my life sgchwarship, play,
and other healthy activities?

Simplicity

Simplicity, beauty, and happiness go togetheraytare a
by-product of a concern for something more impdrtan
than ourselves.

Elise BouldingMy Part in the Quaker Adventurep. 21.

33. Do we center our lives in the awareness optheence of God so
that all things take their rightful place? What madistracts us from God?
What are we ready to release so that we can givattention to what
matters most?

34. Do we regard our possessions as given to tusst? How freely do
we part with them to meet the needs of others? Howe manage our
commitments so that over-commitment, worry, andsstrdo not diminish
our integrity?

12



35. Do we keep to moderation and simplicity in daily lives? To what
extent do we allow prevailing culture and mediptessure us into
buying what we do not need, more than we need,ooe thhan we can
afford? How do we recognize when we have enoufjie?we mindful to
encourage our children toward these values?

Integrity

All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes, “NoYydu mean no;
anything more than this comes from the evil one.
Matthew 5:37 Jerusalem Bible

There is no safe dallying with the Truth.
Isaac Penington,etter 47, 1650.

36. How does Truth prosper in our community? Dostvive to maintain
the integrity of our inner and outer lives — in gpiritual journeys, our
work, and our family responsibilities? Do we seled Truth and tell it
with compassion?

37. Are we honest and truthful in all that we sag do? Are we mindful
in making promises and punctual in keeping them®Banaintain strict
integrity in business transactions and in our dealiwith individuals and
organizations? Do we use money and informatiorusted to us with
discretion and responsibility?

38. Are we honest with ourselves? What unpalatabtas might we be
evading? Do we become unduly discouraged whendamin
shortcomings? Do we seek the assurance and streiDikiine love
through prayer and corporate worship?

39. Taking oaths implies a double standard of trintichoosing to affirm
instead of swearing, are we aware of the clainmigrity that we are
making?
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40. Our responsibilities to God, our neighbors, alhdf life may lead us
to take unpopular stands; if pressure is broughisoto lower our
standard of integrity, are we prepared to restsbib we act on our
principles even when this entails difficult consenqoes?

Peace

The first step to peace is to stand still in thghtti
George Fox, if To all that would...,” 1653.

I lived in the virtue of that life and power thabk away the
occasion of all warsGeorge Fox, in Britain YMQF&P, 24.01.

41. Consider how our way of life relies on and igséom violence of
many kinds. In what ways do we lend our influerzalt that strengthens
the growth of friendship, understanding, and careafi of life?

42. If confronted with violence, do we respond @ape? What am |
doing to build a more peaceable world within my ilgmmy community,
and my workplace?

43. How do we communicate to others the basis bpeace testimony?
Do we join with them in working for peace? What am= doing to
encourage consideration of alternatives to milisegvice? How do we
reconcile our peace testimony with the paymenawés that support
war?

44. Have we considered whether the seeds of watmanpurished by
the way we treasure our possessions? Have we thahght the
structural violence imbedded in our economic, plt and legal
systems? Is our manner of participation in thesgesys consistent with
obedience to the living spirit?

45. To oppose war is not enough; how are we respgrd the injustices
and inequalities that often lead to violence? Aeermindful that simply
refraining from using or supporting violent meansymot be an
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adequate response to war and atrocities? Do wéderoefuge and
assistance, including advocacy, for spouses, @ml|dir elderly persons
who are victims of violence or neglect?

46. How do we support institutions and organizatisuch as the
American Friends Service Committee, Friends Conamitin National
Legislation, and Quaker Earthcare Witness thatetieely engaged in
peace building and the prevention of violence itsaforms?

Education

Our children are given to us for a time to cherighprotect, to

nurture, and then to salute as they go their sefgavaays. They

too have the Light of God within, and a family ddduee a

learning community in which children not only leakills and

values from parents, but in which adults learn weays of

experiencing things and seeing things through yaeyes.
Elizabeth Watson, 1980, Britain YM, F&P,

22.63.

47. Seek the full development of God’s gifts, whiglrue education.
Remember that the Meeting as a whole shares ansigjity to cherish
every child in its care. Realize that educationusth@ontinue throughout
life, and that all should share its opportunitiad arivileges. Make time
for regular personal prayer and worship, and fadieg the Bible,
Friends’ literatureFaith & Practice, Advices & Queriesand other
sources of spiritual value. Seek truth togetheshiared worship and
discussion. Teach by being teachable.

48. Does the Meeting give the children loving camd promote their
spiritual life through religious education and othetivities? Do we
share our deepest beliefs and values with one anatid with our
children, while leaving them free to develop as3p&it may lead them?
Do we encourage in children a sense of hopefulirsgjination, and
confidence? Do we honor the needs of children @ loiiet times and
solitude?
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49. How do we encourage our children’s participatinthe Meeting'’s
work? How do we cultivate their desire for servicethers? Do we
foster their enjoyment of plants, animals, andiddauty of nature? How
do we educate our members and attenders aboutlilee(Bspecially the
teachings of Jesus), other spiritual literaturel, #e history, principles,
and practices of Friends?

50. How do we show our concern for the improvenoémtducation in
our community and the world? Are we informed antivaccontributors
to the public education system? Do we give propesitleration to
supporting Friends’ schools? Are we concernedahahildren receive a
sound education in a nurturing and respectful emarent?

Social Justice

For | was hungry and you gave me food; | was thiestd you
gave me drink; | was a stranger and you made meong; naked
and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, isoprand you
came to see me. Matthew 25: 35-36J)erusalem
Bible.

The pioneering quality of Quaker social work isgaly due to the
character of the meeting for worship. Silent wajtimorship
permits a fresh and direct facing of facts undanditions in which
the conscience becomes sensitized. ... The worssigeeking
God's guidance for his actions. ... A concern dewetoq with it a
sense of uneasiness over a situation about whictegong needs
to be done. Howard Brinton Friends for 350 Years2002,
p. 177.

51. Be not content to accept things as they atekdmp an alert,
sensitive, and questioning mind. Understand andtaiai Friends’
witness for truth, simplicity, and non-violence]dling up your personal
life to these testimonies. Encourage inclusiveaeskdiscourage
discrimination. Cherish diversity.

16



52. Do we seek to transform the world with our@mudiin the spirit of
love? How can we balance our desire for indepereleiith our need for
interdependence with all creation? Are we reacbimgo others,
providing hope and aid to the homeless and therg@ng

53. Have we objectively considered the causessafidnination and are
we ready to abandon old prejudices and think ariee®e, as
individuals and as a Meeting, do all in our povweeinhd governmental,
social, economic, environmental, and educationastices in our
community, acting to alleviate suffering and pain?

54. What can we do to address the excessive ratesanceration of
certain segments of our society? How are we attimgiprove the
conditions in our correctional institutions andotomote the health and
well-being of those confined there?

55. What tools and practices do we use to fostaremess of our
personal and corporate biases? In what ways dgpese prejudice and
injustice based on outward condition or belief? Himwe deepen our
sense of empathy for others?

Economics

May we look upon our treasures and the furniturewfhouses

and the garments in which we array ourselves apavtiether the

seeds of war have any nourishment in these ouepsgms.
John WoolmanPlea for the Poor p. 255.

56. Are we careful that our use of financial resesris in accordance
with our values of peace, honesty, simplicity, andcern for all of
creation? Do we resist the desire to acquire pegsesor income
through unethical investment?

57. Does our stewardship of personal and Friendgingefinancial
resources promote active support of those forcdiggavith less?

17



58. Are we actively educating ourselves about tltewlisparities in
economic and social conditions that exist among@san our society
and among nations of the world? Are we using whaknow to promote
economic and environmental justice at home andnartive world?

59. Do we take care not to judge others, or ouesglby the world’s
criteria of wealth and status? How do we answerah&od in those who
have fewer possessions than we do? ... in those ewmrnore?

Civic Engagement

Because Friends believe there is that of God ipetiple, we
strive for a world of freedom, justice, and equefiir everyone.
... Itis important that Friends speak truth to thas@ower. We
recognize that, in our world, power in governmend private
sectors lies disproportionately with those of egoitomeans.
Speaking out ... may be difficult, even dangeroudyyedoing so
we may encourage others to work for justice.

lowa YM Cons.Book of Discipling 1974.

We must literally not take too much thought forrarrow but
throw ourselves whole-heartedly into the presehatTs the
beauty of the way of love; it cannot be planned ig;ménd cannot
be foretold. ... In your zeal for the cause, are tgmpted to
confuse self-righteousness with the righteousne€d?
Wolfe Mendl,Prophets and
Reconcilers London YM, pp. 99-102.

60. Our first allegiance is to the Holy Spirit.deneral, Friends support
the laws of the State; but if those laws directblate our religious
convictions, we may be led to oppose them. Wheteooplating civil
disobedience or unpopular personal testimony, doavefully consider
the spiritual basis for our actions and honesttgfihe consequences?
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61. What conflicts do we perceive between the lafithe State and our
consciences? How do we resolve those conflictaiiives? In what
ways do we assume responsibility for the governmaéontur community,
state, nation, and world? What role might we aerts$ play in
facilitating essential governmental action?

62. How do we order our lives so that we seek awmbime open to
Divine leadings in framing our attitudes and actidrDo we really
respect and help those we seek to serve? How doaigain our
integrity when we find ourselves in a position oiyer? How do we
respond when we ourselves feel powerless?

Earthcare

If we better studied and understood God's creatibis, would do
a great deal to caution and direct us in our usé.dfor how
could we find the impudence to abuse the worleifwere seeing
the great Creator stare us in the face through eamuth every
part of it?

William PennSome Fruits of Solitudeparaphrased.

When we walk upon Mother Earth, we always plantfeat
carefully because we know the faces of our futeretations
are looking at us from beneath the ground. We nfrget them.
Oren Lyons, Chief of the Onondaga Nation
of the Iroquois Federation.

The life of the earth, because it is now vulnerdableur power, is
part of our life. Our life therefore can be realkizand fulfilled
only if we commit ourselves to the care of theledvtaking
peace with the earth is now, or should be, padwfspirituality.
Rex Ambler, “Befriending the EarthEarthlight, 2007, p. 168.

We must join together to bring forth a sustainaiitebal society
founded on respect for nature, universal humantsgbéconomic
justice, and a culture of peace. Towards this @nd,imperative
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that we, the people of Earth, declare our respdtisilio one
another, to the greater community of life, anduimife
generations.
Preamble to th&arth Charter, Earth
Summit, 1992, endorsed by LEYM in 2009.

63. Seek reverence for life and a sense of thedpieof God's
continuing Creation. How might we develop and egpra deep sense of
belonging, a sacred kinship with all of naturewhat ways are we
promoting a social order that can be sustaineé@imbny with the rest of
the world?

64. Do we inform ourselves about the effects ofsiyle of living on the
world around us? What are we doing about our dgptmonate use of
the world’s resources and the attendant impactgaial climate
change? What do we choose to ignore or not to know?

65. How might we honor the Earth’s resources bpgiiem sparingly
and humbly? Are we careful to spend and investiome and money in
ways that avoid depleting the Earth, but rathetasnsnd restore it?

66. Are we aware of the accelerating loss of sggdtiat are part of our
family of life on Earth? What is God calling usdo in faith, vitality, and
joy to cherish and protect the endangered intriaete of life? Do we
walk gently over the Earth, answering that of Godll that surrounds
us?
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Advices and Queries in Lake Erie Yearly Meeting

LEYM began life in 1939 as an informal Association aérds
Meetings, many of which used the Philadelphia Faith & Practice,
including its advices and queries. In 1985, thiotece was used by the
LEYM Committee on Ministry & Oversight (now Minigt& Nurture) as
a means of building one common spiritual experief@pieries among
the affiliated meetings of the Yearly Meeting. Fr@686 to 1988, a
different query was selected and sent to all thetimgs with the
suggestion that it be used for reflection and sigaiThe M&N
Committee invited a corporate written responsd&etoeturned to the
committee clerk, and a summary of meeting responassrinted in the
LEYM Bulletin early in the following year.

Starting in 1989, as a response to common conggtns LEYM, M&N
was led to create new queries on Pastoral Car®dificllt Ministry
(1990). Since that time, most of the LEYM queriasédbeen freshly
written to bring wider discernment to bear on mgaitr needs expressed
within one or more of our own meetings. With thiedeto meetings
inviting responses to the query, M&N has includembbection of
guotations selected from the Bible and the wideeerpce of Friends as
advices intended to provide a spiritual foundatmfriends’
consideration of the queries. Multiple years of gneries have been
collected in a small, informal pamphlet and disitéd for the use of
Friends (see Resource 10 on p. 23.)

By the early 2000s the ongoing LEYM concern abbaténvironment
was becoming more effectively expressed. An “EanthcCommittee of
Concern” became active in 2004, and joined withGbenmittee on
Ministry & Nurture to develop the following querg send to meetings
for their prayerful consideration.
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“How long, O God, how long must we remain compldderour
spiritual and physical relationships with earth aod which
sustain us? How may we alter these relationshipsr@storative
way?”

This sense of urgency and the need for educatidraetion in the area of
care for the environment is not only reflectedhia final section in this
set ofAdvices & Queriesn Earthcare but is also woven into several of
the other topics when appropriate.

Most meetings and groups in LEYM have joined ind¢baversation that
produced this little volume. The Friends who weaened by two
successive YM clerks to guide the work and to peeddrafts for wider
testing are as follows: Carol Meyer-Niedzwiecka{#&mazoo), David
Snyder (Oberlin), Don Nagler (Pine River), EllerrBss (Birmingham),
Josephine Posti (Pittsburgh), Paula Deming (Nodhi@bus), Phil
Clampitt (Birmingham), Raelyn Joyce (Kalamazoo)] dfnomas Taylor
(Ann Arbor, clerk). Jeff Cooper assisted with coglifieg and formatting.

The Yearly Meeting minuted its acceptance of thisent draft of the
Advices & Querieat its Annual Sessions on 28 July 2012. During the
discussion, concern was expressed that in somerseci the booklet,
there may not be sufficient reflection of our degemce on the guidance
of God in our daily lives. The clerk agreed to bkth a method for
gathering suggestions, concerns, and new insigherding theAdvices
& Queriesin the future.
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Resources

The committee’s first step in undertaking this pobjon queries was to
learn as much as it could about the use Friende mbgueries by
collecting and absorbing the advices and queras fx wide variety of
Friends sources. A number of these are listed hefeva draft set of
LEYM queries unfolded, many a phrase from thesefeaasd to ring true
or was offered by Friends in their responses, serathave been
incorporated here. It seemed cumbersome and urszgds footnote
each and every borrowed phrase, so we give a tiodbanks to all the
Friends and committees that originally wrote mahthose phrases.

1. Brigitte Alexander, “Living Near the End of Life:u@ries for the
Elderly,” Friends Journal, October 2009, p. 28.

2. Ann Arbor MM,Handbook of AA Friends Meeting2007, p. 51ff.

3. Australia YM,Faith & Practice. (Section 12 is London YMdvices
& Queriesof 1964. AYM also uses Britain YMdvices & Queries
of 1995.)

4. Baltimore YM,Faith & Practice.

5. Britain YM, Quaker Faith & Practice: The Book of Christian
Discipline of the Yearly Meeting of the Religiouo8ety of Friends
(Quakers) in Britain, 1995.(A good source for other advices &
gueries and their history.)

6. Sean Compagnucdéigdvices & Queries for Friends School
Community Life Friends Council on Education, n.d.

7. TheEpistlefrom the Eldersat Balby, 1656. As in the copy in the
Lancashire Records Office at Preston. (Marsden ihpress.org.
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10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
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Intermountain YMFaith & Practice of Intermountain YM 2008.

lowa YM (Conservativepiscipline of lowa YM of Friends
(Conservative) 1973, reprinted, 2003.

Lake Erie YMTwenty Years of LEYM Querie004 (Thomas
Taylor, Ed.)

New England YMFaith and Practice, 1985.

New England YML.iving with Onesdlf and Others, 2001. (Queries
on family life.)

New Zealand YMraith & Practice, 1991. (Section 12 is called
“Questions & Counsel.”)

Ohio YM (Conservative),he Book of Discipline of Ohio YM of the
RSF, 1968.

Ohio Valley YM,Book of Discipline, a Guide to Christian Faith
and Practice 1978.

Pacific YM,Faith & Practice, 2002.
Philadelphia YMFaith & Practice, 1997.
Pittsburgh MMQueries n.d.
Southeastern YMQueries and Advices.

Carole Edgerton Treadway, “The Queries of N@arolina YM
(Conservative), 1809-1983Jburnal of NCYM(C), 1983.






