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Minutes of Lake Erie Yearly Meeting
48th Annual Sessions

July 28 - 31, 2011

Bluffton University

Thursday Evening Session
YM11 - 1 Opening Worship, Reading of Epistle from Geat Plains Yearly Meeting

Friends gathered at the appointed time and bega#8tin annual sessions of Lake Erie Yearly Meeting
with worship. The assistant clerk, Merry StanfdrRg{ Cedar), read the epistle from Great Plainslyear
Meeting, dated 3-5, Sixth Month 2011. The epistigkasized the diversity of the meeting, and that
Friends find their way through differences in etlityi theology, and age to unity in the Spirit dir(3t,
which helps them rediscover and clarify their sesfgaurpose. They remind us that we are called into
deepening faith and are led into action for sgcistice and the testimonies.

YM11 - 2 Introduction of Clerks

Friend Peggy Daub (Ann Arbor) introduced the cletitble: Merry Stanford (Red Cedar), assistantigler
Peter Wood (Red Cedar), interim recording clerkt berself as presiding clerk. Merry and Peter will
collaborate on recording for these sessions, dhétarm injury. Peggy then drew attention to the
guidelines for meeting for worship with attentianttusiness.

YM11 - 3 Calling of the Roll

The calling of the roll of Friends from constituenéetings and groups provided the following count
(corrected against registrations):

Monthly Meetings

Akron 2 Holland 0
Ann Arbor 17 Kalamazoo 8
Athens 8 Kent 1
Birmingham 5 Mid-Ohio Valley 0
Broadmead 22 North Columbus 9
Cleveland 17 Oberlin 2
Delaware 0 Pine River 4
Detroit 8 Pittsburgh 8
Grand Rapids 8 Red Cedar 7
Granville 2 Wooster 5

Worship Groups
Erie 1

Visitors
5
Total in Attendance: 139
YM11 - 4 Welcome and introduction of visitors, gues, and newcomers

Our clerk welcomed visitors, guests, and newconvens, introduced themselves: Scot Miller (Grand
Rapids), Michael and Carmen Kelly (Detroit), Kathi§itter (Pittsburgh), Samuel Hays (Detroit). We
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welcomed a visitor, Deanna Boyd, Stony Run MeetBajtimore Yearly Meeting, who is representing
Friends Committee on National Legislation.

YM11 - 5 Epistle Committee

The clerk explained the nature of a yearly meetipigtle and asked for volunteers to help the asist
clerk write this year's epistle. The assistantlgldferry Stanford, suggested that the epistle esipba
the spiritual tenor of the yearly meeting. Paularide (North Columbus) and Scot Miller (Grand
Rapids) volunteered to serve.

YM11 - 6 Memorials

The clerk invited Friends into worship, to sharewtand witness to the lives of Friends who hassed
on in the last year.

a. Thomas Taylor (Ann Arbor) read portions of therivrial Minute for Carolyn Diem. Throughout
her life, Carolyn was a socially and politicallytiae Friend. She engaged in civil disobedience in
witness to govern-mental militarism and violenciee $ad been seriously ill for a long period of
time. Near the end of her life she felt a deep agssarising in her: “The killing must stop!” The
full memorial minute was made available for to read

b. Rosemary Coffey (Pittsburgh) read the MemorialWte for Wallace Cayard, who died at age 89
from the effects of Parkinson’s disease. Activeervice to Friends, he was dedicated to working
for peace and justice. A scholar of the Old and Nestaments, he was led from an academic
study of the historical Jesus to a personal reatiip with Jesus, based on Jesus' message of love,
compassion, and peace on earth.

c. Joe Mills (Kalamazoo) shared that Friend Dordloyers had died during the past year. Joe also
spoke about Lucile Patrick, who had left instrusctighat she did not want to be memorialized.
Kalamazoo Meeting set aside time during their Megtor Worship for a “non-memorial
meeting,” in which they considered the meaningsiefory and memorial in relation to departed
Friends.

d. Connie Bimber (Oberlin) shared that Jack Broven éh February 2011. He had moved to Kendal
from the Philadelphia area. Although suffering frétaheimer’s, he never missed Meeting for
Worship. His wife, Katy, remains active in the niegt Connie also spoke about Bob Smith, a
regular attender of the meeting, as a wonderfulritrtor to their community. Russ Bimber shared
that Bob built the equipment of the country’s fipstblic television station, WGTE, and was a
station manager. He was a valued member of Oldeieting and the Kendal community.

YM11 - 7 Naming Committee

Don Nagler (Pine River) and Eric Starbuck (Pittgirserved. Don reported that Thomas Taylor and
Mathilda Navias were led to be renominated to Nating Committee, with Thomas Taylor serving as
clerk. Meeting approved these names.

YM11 - 8 Announcements
Various announcements related to this gathering skared with Friends.
YM11 - 9 Worship and memorial

Our business concluded, the clerk invited us tdioaa in worship for a while longer. Ministry was
offered by Michael Fuson (Granville) regarding lya#rnold, an attender of his meeting, who died this
year, and attended Annual Meeting only once. Leanya bike and skateboard shop, which was a
ministry to a group of troubled kids. He showedhtttbat their lives had meaning for him. At his
memorial service, a woman in her 40s shared hovhatevalked, as a rebellious teenager, into thp sho
where Larry invited her to learn to be a bike m@dhdt changed her life. Larry Arnold’s life was a
ministry to the youth of Zanesville, Ohio. (Thizoeding of ministry is unusual, and some Friendsew
concern, though they did not object to recording thinute, given in the spirit of the other membria
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minutes.)

Friday Morning Session

YM11 - 10 Worship and Reading of Epistle from Friemls for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender
and Queer Concerns

Out of our opening worship, we heard the epistenfthe 2011 mid-winter gathering of the Friends for
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer CosicEhe theme of this gathering was “Reclaiming
Our Past; Proclaiming Our Future.” Friends attegdionsidered their commitment to radical inclusion
and radical love. The power of radical love hadnbeansformative for many, drawing the community to
attend to both safety and integrity, to findingdaage that will embody the community’'s commitment t
practices of radical love and inclusion.

YM11 - 11 Additional visitors and newcomers

We welcomed additional visitors and newcomers: Natdolbrook (Ann Arbor, American Friends
Service Committee representative), George Hebbéidaien Hebben (Kalamazoo), Dixie Rosendall
(Grand Rapids), Beverly Kirk Shull (Olney Friendsh8ol).

YM11 - 12 Ad Hoc Committee on Advices and Queries

Thomas Taylor (Ann Arbor) shared the history of dletivities of the Ad Hoc Committee. He then
reported on changes made in the second draft loneg to reactions from monthly meetings (18 out of
21 responded) and individuals. The second drafbdtdentail drastic changes to the first and hasmbe
available on the LEYM website since July 17. Changere mainly in wording and pronoun use.
Thomas reported that the exercise of consideriagettadvices and queries has clearly been stimmyiliatin
many Friends.

The focus is now on Section 2, the Advices and @aehemselves, which will come before the annual
sessions for consideration. An interest group béllavailable at these sessions to consider fuirtpet.
The draft will be brought for consideration at 3day’s business session. The full report follows:

Ad Hoc Committee on Advices and Queries Report

The committee was appointed by then YM Clerk M&tgnford in the Autumn of 2008 and has
consisted of Ellen Barnes (Birmingham), Raelyn éd§¢alamazoo), Josephine Posti (Pittsburgh), David
Snyder (Oberlin), and Thomas Taylor (Ann Arborgrkl It began its work in February 2009, running
workshops on A&Q during the last two YMs, meetingdther under God's guidance face to face and
through conference calls, and producing a drafialy 2010, which meetings and individuals have lwad t
work with and respond to during the course of a.y€his process included the M&N Queries for 2010
on the topic of Queries and this draft, in partcul

We have received many helpful responses from nfdbteaneetings and several individual Friends. So
there has been plenty of chance to season theiataed for the YM to come to a sense of ownersifip
this booklet. Since four of the meetings liked bio@klet and were happy to have it left just asaswand
most of the others suggested only minor edits, iendt feel led to undertake major changes. This
second draft, dated July 2011, is the result ottmamittee’s discernment from all the advice reediv
MM clerks were sent copies of the draft in mid Juara it has been available on the LEYM website:
(leym.quaker.org/News/leymnews.html).

What is new in the second draft? A number of sigaift changes in text have been incorporated and th
gueries are now mostly in the first person - “we™Ild Many of the suggestions reinforced each othe
and a few cancelled each other out. Clearly, thist the last word in LEYM Advices and Queriesnso
suggestions indicated the need for an expansieadh of the subject areas. The Earthcare Committee
has already done what may be a first draft of Earth Advices & Queries, and one meeting has
suggested that the Young Friends and Children nuigdfitably write their own advices and queriesisTh
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is only the beginning of an on-going process.

The booklet is in four sections. We ask for applofs&ection 2, the Advices & Queries. Section8,1,
and 4 are open for edits and suggested changesitient, but we hope that, in its discussion ongaty
Friends will focus on the actual Advices & Queries.

The four sections are:
1. An Introduction consisting of a short historyrposes, and uses of advices and queries.

2. The Advices & Queries themselves - now reduoethty 67 in number and the topics slightly
rearranged. This is the section (pp. 5-19) thahtketing is asked to approve.

3. An Afterword, covering something of the traditiof annual queries in LEYM, the process of
developing this set, and some thoughts on ississdray meetings. This includes an appendix
with the response from Cleveland Meeting and thdehadvices and queries they proposed.
The ad hoc committee seeks advice from Friends a$ether this section (or parts of it)
should appear in the final booklet.

4. Resources

An Advices & Queries Interest Group has been sdeedor this afternoon at 4:15 to discuss the new
draft, to ask questions, to clarify, to suggest] emgive the advice mentioned above regardingi@etl,
3 and 4.

The actual text of the advices and queries will edrafore the meeting for further discussion,
discernment, and approval in our business sessi@aturday morning.

Thank you.
YM11 - 13 Publications & Archives

Rosemary Coffey (Pittsburgh) presented a writt@one Approval is sought for a potential changéhie
LEYM website, which involves a change in the sugipersoftware to allow for on-line editing by
multiple users. Bill Warters would provide guidarnoeew users. We would need to change the domain
name, and there would be small charges (less th@pé&r year) to maintain the website as ad-free. Th
meeting approves the change and the associatesd boatidition, the 2011 Annual Records will be put
together by Rosemary, with mailing duties handlgdhc Starbuck. Friends should send any inclusions
to Rosemary by the end of August. Finally, we amainded that archived materials from monthly
meetings should be sent in yearly packets to Swemth College Historical Library, not piecemeal. The
full report follows:

Publications & Archives Committee Report

Publications & Archives Committee has several itefimformation, but just one requiring approval by
the Meeting for Business. So we’ll begin with tbae, which has to do with the Yearly Meeting wedsit
Bill Warters, who has been our webmaster for tret pix years or so, is ready to pass on the
responsibility to someone new, as was indicatddiimute 36 of last year's annual sessions. It happen
however, that the software he has been using tatapde website is not easily transferred to someon
else. He suggests that we move to a new, freerseadled wordpress.com, which has something called
“dynamic scripting,” allowing for online editing.hE site provides 3 gigabytes of storage, thougtemor
can be purchased if needed. Up to 35 users -ghall bur officers and committee clerks and themes -
can update information at no extra charge. Biiling to provide guidance for users on how totHis.

There are some additional services that do hawmanal charge. One is for changing the domain name
wordpress.com to something we choose ourselvesxomple, leym.org, which means that LEYM-
specific addresses would also be available. Haeimgown domain name would cost $12-$17 per year.
Another service would make sure the site remairses] at a cost of $30/year. In sum, for less tham
per year we could have our own domain name and atieethere is no commercial advertising on our
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site. We have checked with Finance Committee, whégms comfortable including this amount in the
appropriations for Publications & Archives. Do wavk the Meeting’s approval?

*kkkk

Secondly, with regard to the 2011 Annual Recordsdrary Coffey will be putting the booklet together
this year and Friend Eric Starbuck will help witle tmailing. | am reminding us all that any docuradat
be included in the booklet should be sent to rosgooifey@aol.com by the end of August - that is, 4
weeks from the close of this meeting. Rosemarywadltk on it during the month of September and plan
to have copies in your hands within a week or tfterahat. She will let your Meetings know soorslife
does not have your State of the Meeting reportst miowhich have already been forwarded, and would
also like to urge you to see that your Meetinggidesr obituaries or memorial minutes for members wh
have died, even if they were not mentioned at ydatés meeting.

Finally, this is just a reminder about sending NMreetiocuments to be archived at Swarthmore College.
The Historical Library there would love to have yoawsletters, minutes, and other memorabilia &ent
them once a year, in a nice neat little packeherathan piecemeal, as somebody happens to think ab
it. Maybe it could be scheduled at a regular timueh as at the close of the Meeting’s fiscal year.

YM11 - 14 Ad hoc Committee on Policies & Procedures

Jeff Cooper (Ann Arbor) reported. Jeff presentedribwly revised Policies & Procedures document for
consideration. He outlined the history of the ririgprocess and the goals of the Ad hoc Commifike.
committee looked at recent Yearly Meeting decisifacditating communication, at how the Yearly
Meeting conducts business, and at ways of usiragele@nd more direct language.

Monthly meetings have had the proposed changes sipdl 2011, and suggestions and responses have
been incorporated into a final draft. Jeff outlireediay that the Recording Clerk, in consultatiothwie
Presiding Clerk, can keep the P&P document up-te-dzuring discussion, a change on page 17 (2-B-4)
was proposed and accepted re the timing of thesammeetings of Friends Committee on National
Legislation.

Friends approved the revised Policies and Procedlgeument, with thanks to the Ad hoc Committee for
its work. Friends who wish to have their own copgias print them as PDF files from the website and
seek monthly meeting assistance in this where medde full report follows:

Ad Hoc Committee on RevisingPolicies and Procedures Report

Today we ask you to consider what we hope is tied firaft of a revised Policies and Procedures aanu
for our Yearly Meeting. The history of this revisiwill be familiar to those of you who regularlytexid

our business sessions. The report presented atahBessions a year ago summarized the formation of
the ad hoc committee - Rosemary Coffey, Mathildsidkg Joe Mills, and Jeff Cooper - in spring 2009,
our discernment of what needed revising, and thé&we undertook during our first year.

Before continuing that history, | want to remindefds that the introduction to the draft lists fogoals

of this revision. Most important is bringing thealinvidual policies and procedures up to date byertiihg
recent decisions of the Yearly Meeting as well@asent practice (though frequently we asked oueselv
and others whether “current practice” representeidn@rovement or a straying away from some worthy
but forgotten purpose.)

A second goal is facilitating access to informaiiowrarious ways: moving contents under headings
where we believe users are most likely to seekiBpanswers, placing items in a more apparentiorde
(for example, arranging committees alpha-beticaliyd adding cross references and an index (whgch,
the revision process continued, | have consulteguiently). Related to this was a decision we made a
last year’s annual meeting: to organize the coatienan entirely different structure, specificéhlyo four
chapters titled Constituency, Governance, Orgaioizaand Operations, which trace a path from who we
are to how we make decisions; the roles of officetiser individuals with specific tasks, and comeds;
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and financial policy as well as publications anfdimation sources.

Supporting this goal of facilitating access is iaklyoal, focusing on how LEYM conducts business. T
accomplish this, we removed from the main text eot#t in the previous edition that address othdcsop
In particular, text on officers and committees afinthly meetings and on individual membership in the
Religious Society of Friends was deleted from the but preserved in Appendix G, with the thought
that, should LEYM ever decide to create its owrthiFand Practice, we would not lose sight of policy
once approved by the Yearly Meeting expressing eatiens of its constituent monthly meetings and
explaining aspects of membership.

The fourth major goal is using clearer, more ditanguage and avoiding unnecessary repetition. The
reader is expected to understand that our streachpresent-tense sentences describe what should
happen (though we do not pretend that this idealways achieved).

A year ago we outlined a schedule leading up ®rieeting, and we have managed to follow it fairly
closely. Much of the autumn was spent determinimg bur content best fit into the new structure,
though we continued the iterative process of rémgijtsharing, suggesting possible improvements,
weighing these, and rewriting again.

In February a draft of this new edition of Polica® Procedures was circulated by email to meetings
worship groups as well as the Yearly Meeting ExgeuCommittee and others, with an invitation to
share it with interested Friends and to “exployéeist it, and think about how it might be improved
Accompanying that draft was a seven-page list tdilmle changes. Our original plan was to consider
Friends’ comments on this draft at Representatieetig, but so few had been received by then ltieat t
deadline was extended to June 1; meanwhile, prizapdes of this draft and the list of changes veenmat
home with Friends from each monthly meeting represkat Representative Meeting, and mailed to
others.

Subsequently many helpful suggestions arrived vemtiave incorporated most of them in the so-called
final draft, which was again sent as an email danino meetings and worship groups as well as
members of the Executive Committee at the beginafribis month, and eventually posted on the
website. These later changes (those made sincegtspative Meeting) are printed in red. Among them
was the addition of a new appendix (Appendix E)paument we were previously unaware of, which
presents “Guidelines Regarding Honoraria and Exgefe Annual Gatherings.”

We have received no comments on this last dradt,sarbring it for your consideration today with the
hope that it presents the policies and procedureale Erie Yearly Meeting accurately as of Julyl20
at least up to the beginning of these annual sessi@ne of the policies herein specifies that dverding
clerk has the responsibility to review Policies &rdcedures annually and, after consulting with the
presiding clerk, incorporate changes called foatijons taken at annual sessions. (Our committegdwvo
be willing to help the recording clerk in this easter this year, if the Yearly Meeting desires, bate

the committee is laid down, the recording clerk trassume this responsibility.)

Because our policies and procedures slowly evohere is no plan to publish this manual as a pdinte
document. Instead it will be posted on the websitegre it can be updated easily, and the curremsiore
will be available to all.

Our committee is grateful to the many Friends whewaered our questions or otherwise offered advice;
to the Executive Committee for helping us in disggg the treatment of difficult issues; and to #os
Friends who considered the draft circulated in Batyr and responded with suggestions for making the
text clearer, more complete, and more accuraterdgmally am grateful for the opportunity to workhw
such an outstanding committee - Friends who wil{imgad multiple drafts with attentiveness to
presenting our policies and procedures simply rigieand truthfully, and did so with great spirit o
cooperation.
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Friday Afternoon Session

YM11 - 15 Worship and Reading of the Epistle from tte 2010 Ramallah Friends Meeting
Consultation

Out of our opening worship, we heard the epistienfthe 2010 Ramallah Friends Meeting Consultation
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the dedicadfoiRamallah Friends Meeting House. The consultatio
and worship were filled with people from local conmmities as well as attenders from five other
countries. The painful realities of life under tieeupation for both Palestinians and Israelis |lednimers

to seek ways to avoid being complicit in the opgi@s of people most affected, but at the same time
challenge that oppression, and, like John Woolrtmastand in solidarity with the oppressed.

YM11 - 16 Nominating Committee

Thomas Taylor (Ann Arbor) gave a preliminary rep&émaining needs were identified for Friends to
consider. Peggy Daub encouraged Friends who fiemhsklves led to step forward to offer to fill negde
positions. The Nominating Committee will make aafireport during a later business session of these
annual sessions.

A concern was expressed about the deep need fpotgf our youth and children’s programs, and that
perhaps a fracturing of the yearly meeting comnyumits occurred, so that we see young people’'s needs
as separate from adult ones. Friends are askddderd what willingness we as adult Friends migihieh

to serve on the Youth and Children’s Program, ef/part-time.

YM11 - 16 Friends General Conference

Marvin Barnes reported for Friends General Confeeg®GC). Marvin wished to emphasize several
points, such as that LEYM is extensively represgime=GC activities. FGC has been in transition,
looking at how to change its activities to maintfirancial stability. There is increased use ofititernet
to maintain contact with distant Friends. Othenctiral changes have also been made to keep
organizational and financial solidity. The publicat program has been under scrutiny. Bruce Bitghar
who is retiring as General Secretary after 19 yagitsbe replaced by Barry Crossno. After long
considera-tion and two lawsuits, the Executive Cdtte has laid down its opposition to Federal
requirements for disclosure of employee eligibi{iporm 1-9). The next Gathering will be in Kingston
Rhode Island, its theme to be “All God’s Critterst@ Place in the Choir,” July 1-7, 2012. The falbort
follows:

Friends General Conference Report

The 2010 - 2011 year has been a very eventful @nérfends General Conference. This report will
review highlights of the past year with a focusgiving the reader an understanding of where FGC is
headed over the next few years.

Members of LEYM have served this past year as wekns to FGC at all levels of the organization.
LEYM has representation on Central, Executive, Digy@ent, Finance, and various other FGC
committees. This representation will prove to bpamant with changes that are coming to FGC startin
this year and ongoing for the next couple of yeassstated by Bruce Birchard, outgoing General
Secretary, “FGC has had fifteen years of steadytiroenabling us to serve more Friends and meetings
while increasing the number of volunteers and cateeimembers engaged with the organization. We
are serving more Friends and meetings in more Weyswe have at any time in our history.

A few years ago FGC began a transition. The FGQr@eGommittee (our board, consisting primarily of
representatives from various yearly meetings) exbatcommittee that was tasked with visioning,
listening to the spirit and helping discern a ditfor the future work of FGC. Over the past sale
years the name and membership of that committeeHa®ed but the work before them has stayed
constant.
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That said, FGC is in a strong position financialigving met our annual fund fundraising goals ffer t
past several years. The Executive Committee is theh making modest cuts now is the prudent tiing
do, rather than allowing FGC to drift into what bbecome a crisis several years from now.

In April of this year, the FGC Executive Committeegan reviewing a number of these changes:

» Investing 1.8% of the organization’s reservea arefully developed plan to strengthen FGC's
web presence, allowing the organization to liseemgage and better understand the needs of
Friends regardless of geography.

» Leaving the position of Youth Ministries Coordtor vacant, re-assigning critical aspects of the
work to existing staff and volunteers.

» Making a number of smaller changes to healtbransce, staff and committee travel, and other
non-personnel aspects of the budget.

The Executive Committee also considered the pdisgibf laying down FGC's long-standing
publications program in the form it has existedrf@ny years. This proposal was made with an
expectation that our evolving web infrastructurewt provide important opportunities for FGC to
continue its “ministry of the written word in thetéire. With the benefit of extended, Spirit-centere
consideration of the initial proposal and some ioas that were lifted up, this matter was refelrack
to the originating committee.

The Executive Committee has been wrestling witkehehanges and a host of others, which include:
» Searching for and hiring a new General Secréatargplace Bruce Birchard after 19 years of
faithful service
* Reorganizing program committee structure in &enapt to better serve the FGC community
» Handling changing financial requirements andaditins that have an impact on the financial
resources of the organization
« Laying down a longstanding position of defianegersonnel matters.

For over twenty years FGC has held that the remére of the Federal government for all employees to
complete a form known as Form -9, Employment Bligy Verification, is discriminatory and unfair.
After two lawsuits and extensive discernment, tkedative Committee in April of 2011 decided, after
another period of discernment, to direct the Gdri&earetary to come into compliance with the
requirement. This decision was based on the a@dfiE&C legal counsel and the counsel and actions of
the American Friends Services Committee, a pagittijn our defiance. The advice was based on the
foreseeable consequences of administrative aabiotise part of the Federal government that would
result in fines that would bankrupt Friends Gen@uahference.

» Managing investments in ongoing and newly arigimegrams which will help FGC in its future
efforts to serve Friends and meetings in theilitsiir journeys. These investments include:

e Support for the Quaker Quest initiative

» Support for the Communications Advisory Board

The Communications Advisory Board views communaagias the heart of FGC vitality. They believe
that, in order to reframe our work in outreachlt@Bour current and possible constituencies, weim
build a completely different infrastructure. Thaytlined the details of the functionality proposadhe
full vision of their communications strategy. Bring about this vision would require a significant
investment of time and resources, and there alsddame a large cost if FGC does not make the
investment. The major costs associated with tropgsal relate less to purchasing new technology but
more to using this technology to bring people thgetn a new way. The CAB is mindful of the burden
of transformation faced by FGC and the serioustcaimss that exist on resources, but they belibeag t
their proposal is a faithful and essential way fardvfor FGC and for the Religious Society of Frignd
They recognize that there are many details nohgié¢d down but invite this body to consider this a
prophetic opportunity.
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» Support of the Committee for Discernment, Plagrand Priorities

This new administrative committee, which was forragthe 2009 Central Committee, is charged with
making recommendations on medium- to long-termspand priorities.

At this time of Lake Erie Yearly Meeting's Annuakkting, FGC has just completed its most recent
Gathering of Friends at Grinnell College in Grinpklwa, and has welcomed the new General Secretary
Barry Crossno. Barry is a member of Dallas FrieMégting. He attended his first Quaker meeting at ag
28 and began attending off and on for three y&awgng a sojourn in Taos, New Mexico, he started
regularly attending meeting there, supported byienB who intentionally spent time with him explagi
Quakerism more deeply. Through this experiencecloatne clear that he was a Quaker and started down
the Quaker path. Barry has been deeply involved R@EC as a member of the Quaker Quest Travel
Team, the Advancement and Outreach, and the Dawelappcommittees, as well as serving since 2006
on Central Committee.

By all accounts the Gathering was a huge succeagspwer 1050 participants from 36 Yearly Meetings.
The Gathering's week of spiritual enrichment braugtiends to the “middle of a corn-field” to leash

the Quaker Initiative to end Torture, as explaibgdlohn Calvi, and the trials and tribulations ob&
Justice from LaDonna Redmond.

The 2012 Gathering will be held July 1-7, 2012Kingston, Rhode Island, at the University of
Connecticut. The 2012 theme is "All God's Critt€rst a Place in the Choir."

A major cornerstone of the foundation that haswaid FGC to achieve its growth over the past fifteen
years has been and continues to be the efforteeddévelopment and Finance committees of FGC. These
committees have the responsibility of ensuring EGE has the resources, primarily financial, negded
build a strong and viable organization. LEYM remstion on these committees centers on the work of
Merry Stanford and Sally Weaver Sommer. Their ditigefforts have made the future success of FGC an
achievable goal within easy reach.

The future of FGC will build upon a strong foundaitiof Friends across the world. FGC will contintge i
mission of serving the Religious Society of Frietlt®ugh the hard work of its constituents and the
divine leadership of the spirit.

YM11 - 17 Treasurer’s Report:

Eric Starbuck (Pittsburgh) presented a written refoos the last fiscal year showing income from tireg
contributions totaling $26,754.50. The Yearly Magtspent 88% of budgeted funds, and no committee
went over budget. We will send three people to legioy the Friends World Committee for Consultation
(FWCC) 6th World Conference, to be held in Nakigeanya, which represents a significant expense. A
guestion arose as to how to handle contributiopgebed from monthly meetings but not yet received.
There is no clearly developed answer to this qoestVe noted that Monongalia Friends Meeting gave
more than expected this year as they leave LEYMnfembership in Baltimore Yearly Meeting. The full
report is on pp. 78-80.

YM11 - 18 Finance Committee

Sally Weaver Sommer (Broadmead) presented a difaidiminary budget for the next fiscal year. The
Yearly Meeting is in a solid financial position. @hommittee has been looking at different fund
balances. Sally reviewed the funds held by the lyédeeting and discussed a number of changes
proposed to the budget. A final budget proposdllv@lbrought for consideration to a later sesside
Finance Committee report follows:

Finance Committee Report

The Yearly Meeting is a good financial position. N¢lincome did not meet the budgeted amount,
expenditures were below budget also, so that onefa¢Fund increased in size from the beginning of
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the year to the end of the year.

During this year’'s annual sessions, the Financem@ittee reviewed each of our funds to determineisf i
the size we want it to be. The greatest concewitisthe Youth Activities Fund. It continues to gro
with the annual subsidy from the General Fund b&inger than yearly expenditures.

Members of the Finance Committee consulted withkslef committees and the Presiding Clerk. With
information gained from those conversations, tharoditee presents the attached 2011-2012 budget for
the Yearly Meeting’s approval. [See below, pp. &L-8r the final budget.] Numbers for previousngea
are presented for comparison purposes. We haveased the travel budget by $500, since we barely
underspent the budget this past year and we etgagel to costs to rise some. We have reduced the
office line by $100 and the finance line by $40. @éereased the contract worker line by $275 tecefl
the fact that we over-budgeted last year. This bedget amount allows for 120 hours at $15 per hour.
This should be a sufficient amount to cover theéedubdf web master that the contract worker wilkpig.

We have doubled the amount going into the FWCC W@dnference Travel Fund. This will allow the
release of funds to aid those going to the confer@ext spring in Kenya. The Presiding Clerk will
disperse these funds. Given the uncertainty oféufWWCC world gatherings, we propose that we not
include funds in next year’s budget, but resumerdmitions to the fund the following year in
anticipation of a future gathering. We have redutedine for Ministry & Nurture by $100. We promos
not allocating money to the Consultation Fund bseahere are still sufficient funds in the accadont
cover the next consultation.

We propose reducing the Youth Activity Fund tran$e0 because of the large balance in the fund. We
propose increasing the High School Teen Progra®2B@0 to cover some of the expenses for this year’s
activities. The rest of the expenses will be coddrgthe balance in the fund. The Yearly Meeting is
committed to contributing $4400 for the stipendtte youth worker and $500 per year for materials fo
the retreats. Participants pay for transportafioog, and lodging. There is excess in the Spiritual
Formation account, so we propose to decreasedhissysubsidy to the fund by $500. The total amount
of the proposed budget is $29,240.00. Given 760 lmeesnthe suggested per person contribution would
be reported as $39, $2 more than last year's amount

Saturday Morning Session

YM11 - 19 Worship and Reading of the Epistle from Aistralia Yearly Meeting

Out of our centering worship, we heard the epistim the 2011 Annual Sessions of Australia Yearly
Meeting, gathered in a spirit of respect for thedland the heritage of its indigenous peoples.efvigon
the value of diversity suffused the yearly meetiaghering, the preciousness of earth’s biodiversity
generations, and of ethnic/national groups gathatrdide sessions. The yearly meeting came to pray f
the healing of the earth and of other broken refethips through the transforming power of the §piri

YM11 - 20 Welcome of newcomer
We welcomed a newcomer to the Yearly Meeting, $ares (Broadmead).
YM11 - 21 Clerk’s Report

The clerk reported that the next Representativetikigavill be held March 31, 2012, in Perrysburg,
Ohio. She outlined our current plans for evolving LtEYM website, making it more accessible to the
people who would update its content, and increatsiagiuties of the meeting worker. Finally, sheedot
that our yearly meeting membership has decreageeha that needs to be addressed, perhaps in a
consultation of several yearly meeting committeelset planned for the fall of 2011. The full report
follows:

Clerk's Report
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Our next Representative Meeting will be in Perrygb®hio, on Saturday, March 31, 2012. We are
grateful to Janet Smith and friends in the Toledar$tip Group (of Broadmead Monthly Meeting) for
extending this invitation to us.

Friends will remember that last year at this timeeagreed to become part of a pilot project FGC was
setting up that would assist monthly meetings aratly meetings in creating and maintaining websites
that required less technical skill. However, beeat&C decided to concentrate on helping monthly
meetings, and because their templates would navéiéable for some time, we have been led to take a
different path. As you heard in the report eatligs week from the Publications & Archives Comnette
our webmaster, Bill Warters, has created a shadebsite using WordPress Software, a free program
built by hundreds of volunteers and developedatitifor blogs. In order to release Bill from his
responsibilities in good order, | have asked MdthiNavias to take on some of the next steps in the
process of moving from one system to another asop&er duties as Yearly Meeting worker. It isygt
clear what the duties of webmaster will look likece the transition is complete, so that position is
remaining on the books but going unfilled this yddlease watch for an announcement sometime this fa
that the website has a new address.

Mathilda Navias, in her other role as database gemaas tracked members and average attendance of
our monthly meetings and found a clear downwandctré have proposed that the Executive Committee,
the Advancement & Outreach Committee, and the Mini& Nurture Committee have a one-day joint
meeting this fall to begin to consider how the Yedteeting can best support our monthly meetings.

YM11 - 22 Peace Committee

Nancy Taylor (Ann Arbor) presented a report. Thenhar of people participating in committee actidtie
has increased to about a dozen. The committee ctedla survey of the range of peace work being done
throughout the Yearly Meeting. A listserve to beeeped will make Yearly Meeting peace activities
easily accessible on the internet. A minute fronm Anbor Meeting was shared with the suggestion that
Yearly Meeting members might consider joining irytatts of products made in Israeli settlements as a
way to exert pressure toward a just agreementdagpPalestinian lands. See the full report beloiwv f
details.

Peace Committee Report

The Peace Committee has recently conducted ammafdyut comprehensive survey of the 33 meetings
and worship groups in LEYM to discover the rang@edce work being done in the Yearly Meeting, and
it is impressive and encouraging.

It's not surprising that some of the large meetihgge multiple public events and efforts, while soofi
the very small groups are doing well to take cdrene another. Peace work has many faces!

Some of the main themes that emerged in the suveey.
- work on issues of torture
- response to FCNL's Action Alerts and visits witical legislators
- peace vigils
- educating ourselves and others about the Padéistiael conflict
- work on Christian Peacemaker teams and on AFS$ Rjide Open exhibits
- local concerns for the homeless and hungry; watk feeding programs
- empowerment of the disenfranchised

We found that Tustin Friends have a wonderful peesdasite; Detroit Friends generate regular emails
with information about peace activities, and theetaction; Circleville Friends have hosted thesEye
Wide Open exhibit four times!; Ann Arbor Friendsvhalistributed more than half a million “map cards”
that show how much land the Palestinians haveiddstaeli settlements ... and the list goes onand
The Peace Committee has decided to form a Googlepg3o that we can post our peace activities on-
line and communicate with one another across thacdotEYM area more easily and quickly. In this way
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we hope to encourage and support all our meetiagge and small, in witnessing for peace.
Two minutes have been presented to us this yeaofwideration.

The first comes from Ann Arbor Friends Meeting &@odicerns an action to hasten peace-building in the
Middle East. Though Ann Arbor Friends hoped we wicetdorse their minute, we've decided instead to
inform you about it and ask you to take individaation if you feel moved to do so.

The second minute about the illegal use of torlyreur government and criminal justice system came
from Pittsburgh Meeting. We are extremely gratédultheir initiative in drafting the ideas for afEYM
minute. Mike Kelly and Mary Meyers will read ourgmosed minute to you for your consideration.

The Peace Committee proposed a minute based arcaroccexpressed in Pittsburgh Meeting; we
condemn the use of various torture methods tegithported by the US government and ask LEYM
monthly meetings and individuals to consider allyimith organizations such as QUIT (the Quaker
Initiative to End Torture) as a way to address gorent-sponsored uses of torture. Discussion led to
number of suggestions for changes in the Peace @termproposal, which will be edited and brought
back to a later session.

YM11 - 23 Earthcare Committee

Phil Clampitt (Birmingham) reported on activitietbe Earthcare Committee members over the past
year. The Earthcare Committee has several suggedtio action regarding proposed legislation,
including one that Friends endorse a hill that wialiminate tax subsidies to oil companies. Therep
included these three queries:

* What grieving and acceptance may be necessansftor go on in faith and vitality?

» How can we support each other through the likeldhof increasingly difficult climate change

struggles?
* How might we better increase our resilience agage an uncertain and difficult future?

The committee requested more time to season theeédgl& Queries document in light of their lengthy
suggestions made recently. A report on Quaker EarghWitness was also mentioned. The full reports
follow:

Earthcare Committee Report

The LEYM Earthcare Committee (EC) has had anotkey active year. Highlights:

1. We coordinated efforts again in 2011 to encosi@-pooling among those attending Yearly
Meeting. We also agreed to lead another intergénesd field trip to the Bluffton University
Natural Area Preserve during the first afternooilY dfi. These activities were detailed in the
Spring 2011 LEYM Bulletin (p.8).

2. Judy Greenberg, co-clerk, participated in thie.faYM Executive Committee Meeting in
Oberlin, Ohio, and both Judy and Phil Clampitt, dtleer co-clerk, participated in LEYM'’s
Representative Meeting in Ann Arbor in early Apwihere Judy presented a written report for
our committee. We were pleased to have six paatttipin our EC Committee meeting during
Representative Meeting.

3. The large satellite map of the Lower Maumee RiWatershed which had been central to our
very successful 2010 EC workshop, Discovering tioeySf a Home Place, was much in
demand during the summer and fall of 2010, notabgn LEYM teen summer retreat at
Michigan Friends Center near Chelsea, and at CHnieynds School, Barnesville, Ohio. Credit
for this very creative enterprise goes to the Bnoeald Friends Earthcare Interest Group, of
which Judy Greenberg is a key member.

4. Members of the EC committee have kept in tongbairt by e-mail, but also found it desirable
and necessary to meet face-to-face on four occagi@i4/10, 2/12/11, 3/12/11, and 4/23/11),
all at Judy Greenberg’s home in Toledo, to conduath of our business. Major items included
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planning in detail for our 2011 Earthcare workskege item #7 below), and reviewing the
proposed LEYM Advices and Queries, and suggestiditians and modifications. We also
considered how we can encourage Earthcare activitimlving young Friends of various ages,
how we can better coordinate with other Quaker gsancluding FCNL and Quaker Earthcare
Witness (QEW), and other Earthcare challengesidrtitine of extreme weather events
associated with climate change.

5. Al Connor, EC committee member and LEYM Repreastére to QEW, attended that group’s
Steering Committee meeting in Chicago, April 7-2011, and wrote a detailed report,
published in the LEYM Spring 2011Bulletin (pp. 223}2

6. Phil Clampitt found it both enjoyable and rewagdto participate in the LEYM 2011 Summer
Teen Retreat on the theme of WATER, held in Trax€isy, Ml, July 15-18, 2011.

7. This year's LEYM Earthcare workshop, to be tatdSaturday, July 30, is titled Eating Locally
& Mindfully. Panelists from several perspectivedl wiclude Clémence Ravagon-Mershon,
Sarah Lenz, Jon Sommer, and Jane Downes. (Se&¥M Spring 2011 Bulletin, p. 5, for a
few more details.)

8. Richard Hogan, a long-time member of the Earth€Gommittee, recommends highly the new
film, Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic @ur Time. Two brief quotes from
Leopold’s famous essay, “The Land Ethic,” give @t lnif his philosophy: “Nothing so
important as an ethic is ever written.” “All ethiss far evolved rest upon a single premise: that
the individual is a member of a community of inepdndent parts.” As we write these words
(on 7/27/11), we hope many of you will have an apputy to see this film as part of this
year’'s LEYM annual sessions.

9. We regret that, because of illness and finarmtiakidera-tions, Helen Soderberg has found it
necessary to resign from the Earthcare Committeealreciate Helen's presence and her
many thoughtful contributions to our committee other past several years. We wish her well.

10.While Al Connor and Richard Hogan, who haveegigenerously and productively on the
LEYM Earthcare Committee for the past six years,dficially “retiring,” we hope and expect
both of them to continue to be active presencesunrtommittee. Meanwhile, we look forward
to welcoming new members to the committee duriregcthming year.

On the legislative and corporate activity frong 8C Committee recommends:

(1) That Friends oppose what has been aptly naheetDirty Water Bill” (H.R. 2018), which
threatens the safeguards in the (1972) Clean \atahat protect our safe, clean water. This
bad new bill passed the House earlier this monthhhas not yet been marked up for
consideration in the Senate.

(2) That we tell Congress - as recommended by FEAt they should “End Fossil Fuel
Subsidies” by endorsing an amendment being offtrisdveek by Rep. Jim McGovern (MA)
to the Interior, Environment and Related Agencigprpriations Bill that would end all
subsidies for the oil and gas industries. Sen. Rdldenendez (NJ) has introduced a bill (S.
940), similar to the McGovern amendment in the Hotisat would eliminate six of the worst
subsidies for the five biggest oil and gas compani¢e should also support a bipartisan bill in
the House of Representatives (H.R. 2307) that wenttithe ethanol tax credit, saving $31
billion. FCNL suggests this: “By closing tax loopése that benefit oil and gas companies, the
government would not only bring in more money fragh as $78 billion over the next five
years - but would also break down one of the razaksl to a low-carbon future” (Marcia
Cleveland, FCNL, 7/25/11).

(3) Richard Hogan reminds us that hydraulic fraoty(“fracking”) of shale - as a means of
extracting natural gas to help achieve energy iaddence - threatens water, soil, air, food,
health, and freedom! Friends should oppose it, @terit occurs. See www.NEOGAP.org. He
also recommends the movie “GasLand.”
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(4) Relating to this week’s Earthcare workshophis $o-called “farm bill” - journalist Michael
Pollan says the term is a misnomer, that, “in tritis$ a food bill and so needs to be rewritten
with the interests of eaters placed first” - whiaiiends in America should be following closely.
Al Connor will provide a brief addendum to this ogfpon recommendations by the QEW-
FCNL Working Group concerning the “farm bill” anelated legislative activity. He also will
provide more information to all who are interestedseveral of the other bills mentioned
above.

In conclusion, the EC Committee offers these wordsposed when we were considering the proposed
new LEYM Advices and Queries relating to Earthca@uaker Earthcare Witness has asked Friends to
read Bill McKibben's book Eaarth, which present&gence that human activity has pushed the planet
beyond recovery, and that at best we can sloweittiree. We know that climate change is increasing
nature’s extremes. What grieving and acceptancebmaayecessary for us to go on in faith and vitality
How can we support each other through the likekhobincreasingly difficult climate change struggffe
How might we better increase our resilience asage fin uncertain and difficult future?”

Report of Quaker Earthcare Witness Work since April Steering Cmt. Meeting

QEW/FCNL Working Group members have met with Malaveland, FCNL's Legislative Advocate

for Energy. After meeting with her the group deddleat lobbying on the Food and Nutrition titletb&
2012 Farm Bill would be more effective than a Waghon DC lobby day if QEW members, Friends, and
friends met with House representatives and senatatsheir agriculture staff in their districts. M
advised us that legislators are more influenceddmgtituents than by professional lobbyists. Sawe
planning to do that. We need to develop good tglkiaints and distribute these to people in monthly
meetings who are interested in meeting with thislars in their district and state offices.

The Working Group is particularly concerned abdimi@ation of the WIC, MIC, and Farm to School
and Institution programs and draconian cuts in SNA® former Food Stamp program. We are also
concerned about the Conservation Stewardship Rro@e&P), which partially funds conservation of
working land on which human and livestock foodsgnavn.

Members of the QEW/UN program participated in teefte's Energy Summit in Cancuin and met with
Quakers from Uruguay to help them present Uruguagacerns to the meeting.

QEW has established a strong working relationsliip RCNL. We wish to strengthen relationships with
FWCC and AFSC.

YM11 - 24 Ad Hoc Committee on Advices and Queries

Thomas Taylor reported on the stimulating and petide discussion that arose in the interest graup o
the Advices and Queries document. Then the redsedment was opened up to discussion. There was
acknowledgment that much hard and productive waskdone into the Advices & Queries. Concerns
about the document were voiced. Some felt thaenotigh attention was given to earthcare concerns,
given the gravity of the state of the earth andrétiinking this is requiring in all parts of owcsety;

some suggested that the document needs more seasbinére was a suggestion that earthcare concerns
be published in the Annual Records and that théhEare Committee be permitted greater input inéo th
final Advices and Queries. Some felt that we nesgigtuality more rooted in the earth and her
processes. How can we balance the concerns exgraissat earthcare with the other truths we try to
live? The sense of the meeting was that the docunssus further work and that the Clerk will re-
formulate the Ad hoc Committee, ensuring that eaunth concerns are represented. Its mission wilb be
continue the work of developing the Advices and i@se The full report on the interest group disauss
follows:

Suggestions made by individuals:
Advices are now reduced to only the italicized @sand in items 5, 6, 41, 52, 64. Suggest expigssin
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these advices in italics as well. (Considerableuwdision here, but unity was not achieved.)

Include more open-ended God-directed queries, as¢kivhere is God in this?” (ref. Kalamazoo
Meeting)

[Note: The committee included some of these suggestsuch as #13, first sentence.]

p. 13 Check Matthew 5: 37 quote. [Try JerusalemeBitAll you need say is ‘yes’ if you mean yes, No
if you mean no; anything more than this comes ftioenevil one.”]

p. 13: Add quote from early Friends: “How hath Trprospered amongst you since we last met?” (ref.
Kalamazoo Meeting - see above.)

#23. Add at beginning of this one: “Let your livegseak.”

#35. Is this sufficient to query whether we are pbait in the surrounding consumer culture and hesv
take ourselves out of it?
#53. Do we seek to transform the world:
a) in accordance with Gospel Order in loving spirit
b) with God’s loving spirit?
c¢) with the spirit of love?  (pick one)
Queries where the group worked at rewriting antddedense of unity: [Agreed wording follows:]

#42. If confronted with violence, do we respongh@ace? What are we doing to build a more peaceable
world within our families, our communities, and auorkplaces?

#63. How do we order our lives so that we seeklsudme open to Divine leadings in framing our
attitudes and actions? Do we really respect ar thelse we seek to serve? How do we maintain our
integrity when we find ourselves in a position ofagr? How do we respond when we ourselves feel
powerless?

#65. [last sentence] What do we choose to ignor®bto know?

[Note: this one gave rise to a lengthy and fastigadiscussion on the differences in meaning betwee
ignoring and not knowing. Each had its advocate$iese both are included. You may choose to speak t
either or both.]

YM11 - 25 Naming Committee

The Naming Committee named Micah Sommer to the Natitig Committee to fill a vacant slot. This
was approved.

YM11 - 26 Announcements
Announcements were read re opportunities at theNLi§#thering and re sign-out procedures.
YM11 - 27 Green Pastures Quarterly Meeting (GPQM)

Kyo Takahashi (Pine River) reported for the Greast&es Quarterly Meeting Clerk, Diane Guenin-
Lelle (Red Cedar) on GPQM activities over the pyastr. The report speaks of Ann Arbor American
Friends Service Committee activities regardingdtiminal justice system. It also includes a reporthe
financial and structural standing of the Friendadsdt in Detroit. The full report follows:

Green Pastures Quarterly Meeting Summary 2010-2011

Green Pastures Quarterly Meeting (GPQM) is compo$eight monthly meetings and presently four
worship groups and conducts business meeting®ifathat Friends School in Detroit and in the Bgri

at the Michigan Friends Center in Chelsea. GPQMahsl#d-Winter Gathering led by a monthly meeting
and a summer gathering in Quaker Park in Battl@kCie conjunction with the Kalamazoo and Grand
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Rapids Monthly Meetings.

GPQM continues some measure of oversight resptibsioir two major concerns of Friends, the Friends
School in Detroit and the AFSC Michigan Criminastice Program in Ann Arbor.

This year there is a new director of the AFSC Mielm Criminal Justice Program, Natalie Holbrook. The
AFSC Criminal Justice Program works tirelessly ating for prisoners in Michigan, making sure that
their rights are upheld and they have access io basvices such as medical care. The programvegei
approximately 4,000 requests for help each yebof athich the office addresses, and this wintelS&F
MCJ won a lawsuit to ensure that Critical IncidBefports (officer reports of incidents within théspn)
continue to be available through the Freedom afrmftion Act.

This year has been a year of transformation farfels School in Detroit. At the fall meeting, bdike t
Acting Head of School, Kevin Howley, and the Clefkthe Board, Bill Kohler, presented information on
the state of the school, reporting that the scfinmhed the 2009-2010 school year in a more secure
financial situation and there have been some chsaimgieustees. In December, Edwin Harris was
appointed Head of School and he reported at thegpreeting. He explained that elite high schools
welcome Friends School in Detroit graduates bectheseare well rounded, both academically and
socially; the class of 2007 is now preparing teeeobllege, and they are continuing to attend dswel
institutions. While FSD is selective, the schodlsts to appeal to the middle class and keep tuitio
within reach of middle-income families. All privasehools are struggling in the area, and FSD has be
hit a little harder because of the urban middisslkstatus of the families at the school. Enrolment
decreased significantly over the past 3 yearsFBll has been aggressive with admissions recerdly an
hopes to have increased enrollment in 2011-2012.

GPQM continues to work in collaboration with MichigFriends Center and its board as well as with the
Friends Lake Cooperative Community. There is atattinued dialog with the recently devolved
Inclusive Justice Program in Ann Arbor, which haeib affiliated with AFSC.

The Mid-Winter Gathering was a very special evargtéd by Red Cedar Meeting. Over 50 Friends
gathered in Lansing on a snowy Saturday in Jarfoary day of exploration of Multi-generational
Worship facilitated by Brian Edmiston and Laura faok (with 2-year-old Noah, who) travelled from
North Columbus Meeting to serve as leaders fodthe

The Summer Quarter will meet on Sunday, August Quaker Park in Battle Creek, MI, at 11:00 a.m.
for worship focusing on Prayers for PEACE in memaoinHiroshima Day. We welcome all Friends to
join us for this time of sharing together.

Saturday Afternoon Session

YM11 - 28 Worship and Reading of Epistle from Junio Young Friends of Intermountain Yearly
Meeting

We opened our session with gathered worship, hg#nim 2011 epistle from Junior Young Friends,
Intermountain Yearly Meeting. They described thedirning about balance, teamwork, trust, and racism
In particular, they learned that all racism sterogtffear and the need to feel superior.

Out of the worship, we held in the Light Laverneelitn, from Friends General Conference, who was to
have been a visitor with us this weekend. She wasdar accident which did not injure her, but Whic
prevented her from being able to come to Yearly tMgesessions.

YM11 - 29 Ministry & Nurture

Ellen Barnes (Birmingham) gave a written reportnatenting on the State of the Meeting reports, the
LEYM Spiritual Formation Program (SFP), and the Igliry and Nurture (M&N) scholarship. Two
retreats for the SFP were held this year. Richa& (Red Cedar) will conduct the retreats for the
upcoming year on the theme, “Healing in the Maruidtriends.” The M&N scholarship was awarded to
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Jerry Knutson (Pittsburgh), who is attending thdtzan School of Religion. He has facilitated selera
workshops in the past year, and will continue et in the ministry, leading workshops in the ngedr.
Thirteen monthly meetings submitted State of thefihg reports this year. In Ellen’s words, they
showed a sense of vitality. They will be reprintedhe Annual Records. The query for 2011 arisemfr
informa-tion in graph form showing a decline in rtidyp meeting membership and attendance. The query
will read: “Given the spiritual and physical stafeour meeting, what are our reflections on thesta?

What does a Spirit-led meeting look like? What leirsdus from following the Spirit? What is the Spiri
leading us to do?” The full report follows:

Ministry & Nurture Committee Report

This report will be covering four topics: the spidl formation program, the M&N scholarship program
State of the Meeting Reports, and the annual dieer3011.

Spiritual Formation Program

» There were two retreats this year, a full weekestckat at Weber Center in Adrian, Michigan, in
the fall and a one-day retreat at Red Cedar Momitdgting in Lansing. The one-day retreat
format for the spring retreat draws in new partcifs from the hosting meeting, so this format
will be continued.

» Both retreats were led by Patricia Thomas, whe agcompanied by Polly Countryman. Both are
from Wilmington Yearly Meeting. The theme was “Caanjons Along the Way.”

» There were 32 participants altogether, 26 afdHeetreat and 21 at the spring one. The
evaluations showed very positive results. Most spafka hunger for spiritual nourishment which
they find at the retreats.

» The retreats this upcoming year will be led bgtRird Lee of Red Cedar Meeting. The theme will
be “Healing in the Manner of Friends.” The fall estwill be September 9-11, and the spring date
will be May 5, 2012.

» Mathilda Navias took over as clerk of the plarmnaommittee this past spring.

Ministry and Nurture Scholarship Program
» Jerry Knutson received the Ministry and Nurtuobh@&arship this past year in support of his
studies towards a Master's of Divinity Degree attizan School of Religion.
» The fruits of his studies can be seen in worksttbpt he is facilitating:
0 This past year they included a monthly spiritualimg group, and workshops at West
Richmond Friends, ESR, Orlando Monthly Meeting, aece at LEYM. He has
facilitated a meditation group in Oakland, MD.
0 This upcoming year he will be facilitating workslsdfer Pittsburgh Monthly Meeting,
West Richmond Friends, South Hills Worship Group) &herwood Oaks Worship
Group. This is part of an ESR requirement thattrevél in the ministry.” If other LEYM
Meetings would like him to facilitate workshopseyhmay contact him.
» The Ministry and Nurture Committee will continteesupport Jerry with scholarship funding
during the 2011-2012 academic year.

State of the Meeting Reports
Thirteen monthly meetings submitted State offeeting Reports this year. Next year, the
meetings that did not submit this year will be edlto encourage a submission.
» The meetings that did submit had a sense ofityitaithin them. Many were engaged with
spiritual nurture. A couple mentioned pastoral agrmembers coping with special needs.

Query for 2011
» The query for 2011 grew out of graphs presenteshd&xecutive Committee meeting showing a
decline in both membership and average attenddrag anonthly meetings.
* The query will share these graphs with the megstithen pose the following:
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o Given the physical and spiritual state of our Magtiwhat are our reflections on this
information?

0 What does a Spirit-led Meeting look and feel like?

0 What hinders us from following the Spirit?

0 What is the Spirit leading us to do?

YM11 - 30 Advancement & Outreach

Mike Hinshaw (Wooster) submitted a written reportl aummarized the committee’s work of continuing
to connect with many of the 32 meeting units tlmmhprise our Yearly Meeting, particularly small
meetings and those that have oversight of worstdpggs. The committee wishes to be aware of and
assist in the formation of new worship groups. Mikglined some outreach materials. Planning for the
fall consultation, probably October 15 at Obertias begun. It will focus on Quaker Quest and how it
works. Two representatives from each monthly meatiitl be invited. The full report follows:

Advancement & Outreach Committee Report

1. Our members want to continue to be effectivauipporting our smaller meetings. In this regard
we have recently visited Akron MM and Delaware MMe intend to continue supportive
visits.

2. As a matter of record, Indiana MM (in Pennsgiad is now re-classified as a worship group, as
they have not had a clerk for a time.

3. We would like to encourage anyone in LEYM tous know of possible new worship groups or
areas of potential for new worship groups. If A &@n be of support to existing worship
groups or meetings, as in the case we have just leéén Holland, please let us know.

4. We would like to remind everyone again of reses available from the FGC website,
particularly for outreach. For example, see wwwafggker.org/ao/inreach-outreach-review.

5. We are excited to bring forward plans for a Eahsultation on Quaker Quest. We encourage
each meeting to send two representatives to theultation, which is definitely planned for
October 15 in Oberlin, Ohio. It is a one-day ewsith leadership from the FGC Quaker Quest
team. We will help arrange overnight accommodaifitimere are those who may have this
need. We have been advised by Kendal at Oberliritttsanot possible for participants to bring
in outside food, so a lunch will be offered for gliase. We hope all meetings will be able to
come. Planning is well underway, but if there arggestions at this point, please let us know
and we will see what we can do.

YM11 - 31 Adult Young Friends

Micah Sommer (Broadmead) gave a spontaneous repahe activities of the seven participants at
LEYM this year, showing how these activities rethte the theme of “Mindful Consumption.” He also
spoke of the activities of other Adult Young Frisrddhown to him across the country.

YM11 - 32 High School Teen Retreat Program Coordiniar

Merry Stanford (Red Cedar) reported that Cari Bi{Manitou Worship Group), Coordinator of the
Program, has been accepted into a doctoral progtaine University of Arkansas, and is leaving this
summer to begin her sojourn there. Cari has leera successful program this year, to the enthusEsm
young Friends and parents. Peggy Daub, Cari Barke: Merry served as the search committee, which
invited and reviewed applications to be the newr@imator of this program. Two excellent candidates
were interviewed, and both generously volunteessBreendly Adult Presences (FAPS) at the most tecen
retreat in Traverse City, Michigan. Robb Yuriskoo(ih Columbus) was recommended to the Meeting as
the next Coordinator of the LEYM Teen Retreat PaogrThis recommendation was approved.

Minute of Appreciation for Cari Burke
Friends approved with enthusiasm the following rtenin joyous gratitude for Cari's service among us
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Lake Erie Yearly Meeting is deeply grateful to Curke (Manitou Worship Group) for
her ministry to the young Friends of LEYM, and e tYyearly Meeting as a whole, in
reviving the Teen Retreat Program. She has inspimeglv generation of teen Friends by
facilitating an enjoyable and meaningful programetfeats which reflected her
leadership, enthusiasm, loving spirit, commitmenQuaker values, creativity,
organizational skills, and immense energy, and Wwhiartured these same strengths in
young Friends. We are also grateful for being relaththat our youth workers and teens
need the continuing support of friendly adultsha Yearly Meeting. We entrust her to
the loving care of Friends in Little Rock, Arkansas she begins her doctoral program
there, and pray that she achieves her heart'sediesihis new life venture.”

We also noted that Cari had wonderfully servedHfgh School program in previous years at FGC
gatherings.

YM11 - 33 Youth & Children Program

Nancy Nagler (Pine River) reported for Olwen Prtch(Broadmead). Twenty-one young people
attended these annual sessions, arranged intgrfoups: pre-school, early elementary, upper eleangnt
and junior high/high school. Appreciation was giterthe many volunteers who have helped with the
swimming outings, and thanks were given to the magstaff. In subsequent discussion, the importance
of parents who intend to bring children to LEYM istgring in a timely way was emphasized, for the
sake of effective programming. The full report dolks:

Youth & Children Program Report

We began the weekend with 21 youth registered, isppdi four groups - preschool, early elementary,
upper elementary, and a junior high/high schooligrd@hree children left early (due to mom'’s allesyi
and two boys arrived on Friday evening as sched@eday the group went swimming - after the
weather cooperated - and the same is planned fordag, with bowling as a backup activity.

Thanks to Joe Mills, Steve Morehouse, Erica Snidth; Shull, and Clémence Mershon for volunteering
to drive, chaperone, and share lifeguard duti@svt Lakes, and thank you to Carla and Charlie,
Conleth and Ellene, Peter and Tim, Mary and Lirzoel Kate and Nancy for being the youth program
staff this year.

YM11 - 34 American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)

Natalie Holbrook of the AFSC Michigan office repeatton the Michigan Criminal Justice Program, a
prisoner rights and advocacy program. She gave fistaical background, and said that the program
hears from thousands of prisoners, typically ggtéifi calls a month, as many as 4,000 total congacts
year. Interns help. Complaints around living caodis, classification issues, and mental and phlysica
health concerns come to the AFSC office. The AFBgam also looks at systemic issues around prison
education and other services, and tries to afégislation and budgeting. Natalie also describedeso
prison advocacy programs around the country. Haisdeere available to Yearly Meeting attenders.

YM11 - 35 Peace Committee

Michael Kelly (Detroit) reported, bringing backevised version of the proposed minute presented
earlier, condemning the use of torture, includingigmged solitary confinement within the United 8t

or where the US has domain. The current documentiomes the Quaker Initiative to End Torture as a
good information site, among others. Other infoforasites will be available from the listserve
associated with the Peace Committee, and on tleeRE@mmittee page on the LEYM website. The
minute, in addition to condemning the use of t@tasks LEYM member meetings to inform themselves
on the matter of torture, including extended spfizonfinement, and to discern how they are led to
respond. Friends approved this minute. The full edxhe minute follows:
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LEYM Minute Against Torture

Lake Erie Yearly Meeting of the Religious SociefyFoiends joins with Yearly Meetings
around the United States of America and with thakgu Initiative to End Torture
(QUIT) in condemning the use of torture by our goweent, including the practice of
prolonged solitary confinement.

"Remember those in prison as though you were soprwith them, those who are being
tortured as though you yourselves were being tedttirHebrews 13:3 (NSRV)

These words from Scripture, and our years of Queg&etmit-ment to witness
prophetically against injustices, remind us of mgponsibility to speak out against the
continued use of torture in government sponsorddi@private and secret prisons and
detention facilities.

It is with great concern and sadness that we rezedhat the use of torture has been
tolerated and justified by many people in our couritVe are also concerned about the
expanded use of solitary confinement. Many peaplerison are kept in isolation 23
hours a day, sometimes for decades. The prolongedfusolitary confinement has been
proven to have a severe impact on the mental hehttiose in prison and to impede
their eventual reintegration into society. Our dareot only for the victims of torture in
any of its forms but also for the individuals andtitutions carrying out these practices.

Lake Erie Yearly Meeting asks its member Meetirmgsmtorm themselves on this matter
and to discern how they are led to respond. Passdnitacts for information: Quaker
Initiative to end Torture: www.quit-torture-now.qgrgnd National Religious Campaign
Against Torture: www.nrcat.org.

YM11 - 36 Olney Friends School

The report was read by Beverly Kirk Shull (form&fsof Olney Friends School) for Greg Mott
(Broadmead). Fifty students come from ten statesnéme countries to attend Olney. Learning, lamdl a
friendships strengthen each other at the schodivifies of the past year were outlined. The felport
follows:

Olney Friends School Report
(Adapted from a letter written by Kirsten Bohl, ®@ins director of communications.)

It has been a busy and thriving year at Olney Ese®chool. The new t-shirts students and teachers
received in time for graduation put it well. On finent of the shirt: “Dig Deeper.” On the back: '§#irt]
Learning, [Heart] Land, [Heart] My Olney Friend3Hey've become clearer than ever this year abaut th
ways in which learning, land, and friendships ate®lIreinforce and strengthen each other. And tleey'v
become more certain that “digging deeper” - in®fdrm fields, of course, but also into books, gjea
worship, making art, making friends, understanding protecting the environment, is what sets Olney
apart.

In 2010-2011, Olney had 50 students, both girlstamg, from 10 states and 9 countries. Its college
preparatory curriculum is becoming more and mosggied to explore and conserve the natural
resources of Appalachia. An integrated seminaedtyimanities curriculum makes use of Harkness
discussion methods, immersing students in collegetireading and discussion of literature and Histb
texts.

Olney enjoys its working organic garden and farat firovides a substantial percentage of the food
members consume. As a leader in high school envieoital science education in the Ohio Valley, Olney
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students are often in the field collecting data andking to conserve land and species in collalbomat
with local and regional organizations.

Olney’s mission is to celebrate intellectual vigmmvoke questions of conscience, and nurturesskit
living in community. It is an emerging voice regadly and nationally in local food production and
environmental and economic sustainability. In &I2010, Olney hosted a summit gathering of
independent school educators, entrepreneurs, giahegd change-makers to examine new funding
models for K-12 independent education. That gatiggprovides a basis for ongoing visioning for the
school’s long-term planning.

Some highlights of the past year included a stuigtidted, community-wide discussion of revisidns

the technology policy; hosting the annual Lake Fféarly Meeting youth retreat; sending four student
to a Quaker Youth Leadership conference in Phifdda) leading a Walk to Remember commemorating
the Rwandan genocide; and, this summer, watchingwn Lucy Hartsock '13 serve as co-clerk of the
youth gathering for OVYM. In April 2011, Olney réged an award for community service from the
Barnesville-area Chamber of Commerce.

In preparing for 2011-2012, Olney has welcomed &h&zumilas as Head of School. Charlie comes to
Olney with more than three decades of successddEleship in independent schools. He brings
experience as a former head, interim head, ortassisead of six different independent K-12 schools
across the country. Charlie will fit right in atr@ly. He embraces Quaker values, including peastcqu
and community-building across cultures. He brings, a deep love for the outdoors that fits wethwi
Olney's long-standing connection with the land alsd with Olney's emerging role as a leader, both
regionally and nationally, in environmental andremoic sustainability.

Olney has a thriving Facebook page, where the $eteloomes visitors - and, of course, campus visits
too!

YM11 - 37 American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)

Thomas Taylor (Ann Arbor) reported. The proper iahe size of the corporation are still being expdbr
and AFSC work continues in spite of these exploreti The full report, by Joann Neuroth, follows:

American Friends Service Committee Report

AFSC's corporation met in Philadelphia in Marchgewehit labored with the question of how to "right-
size" the Board. Having previously decided to redits size from roughly 40, the corporation stregg|
with how to continue to have strong voices fromrigional executive committees without holding 9 ex
officio seats for them. The corporation came tayuand amended the by-laws to set Board size at 25
members, 22 selected at-large and 3 named exa{f&tneral Secretary, Presiding Clerk, and Treasure
of the Corporation). At least one of the at-largenmbers will be a clerk of a Regional Executive
Committee, and another will be the clerk of thetnational Program Committee.

The financial situation is sad but encouraging! Stiggering from losing half of its programs et

wake of the nationwide financial collapse, the Bloand Treasurer reported substantial system
adjustments that have returned AFSC to fiscal itybind are designed to ensure that we can sustain
remaining programs and even consider some new W&RC is proud that its longstanding West
Virginia Economic Justice program was in place mgpected enough to have played a major role in the
Governor's independent investigation of the mirsastier there the one that held Massey Energy
responsible for gross neglect of safety and enwikemtal procedures. We heard highlights of the
programs across the country that are supportingg/éeaders to make their voices heard and to azgani
their peers (and elders). Good work continues.

YM11 - 38 Friends World Committee for Consultation(FWCC)

Rosemary Coffey (Pittsburgh) reported. FWCC hasva Bxecutive Secretary, Robin Mohr. Excitement
is building for next year’s world conference in Kanfor which travel assistance funds are needgatR 2
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will also see the next Quaker Youth Pilgrimage tikerrinformation on FWCC is available in the digpla
area. The full report follows:

Friends World Committee for Consultation Report

(1) As with FGC, Friends World Committee for Cortatibn has recently welcomed a new
Executive Secretary, Robin Mohr of San Franciscaitfily Meeting, replacing Margaret
Fraser, who held the position for the past tensgigaver the last six years, Robin has traveled
widely, discovering the convergent spirit amonghkds, across all our usual boundaries; she
has focused on Friends everywhere who are botHibgibn our powerful traditions and
discovering new energy and new pathways for thigiRels Society of Friends.

(2) At the same time, the excitement is buildingrfext year's World Conference of Friends in
Kenya. The LEYM delegates are Jerry Knutson, Jamwdily and Rob Yurisko; Rosemary
Coffey and Clémence Ravacon Mershon are registeratiend as well. As we get closer to this
once-in-a-generation event, all Friends will betied to take part in the conversation around
the theme of “Being Salt and Light ... in a brokerrld@ as study materials become available.
The week of October 23, for example, there wilblggrogram in Cincinnati on the theme.
Please look for “FWCC” on the web to find detaitglaconsider getting a group together from
your meeting to attend. There are other progrankokomo, IN, on October 8, and South Bend
on October 9, in case those work better for som@mof - You've already heard that Friends
Meetings in the US and Canada have been askedptsugport travel to the Sixth World
Conference by Friends in Latin America; in addittora hoped-for contribution from LEYM,
we'd like to ask you to encourage your Monthly Meg$ to make a special contribution as
well.

(3) 2012 is also when the next Quaker Youth Pilggmwill take place. Planned for July-August,
the pilgrimage will gather 28 young Quakers and feaders together in the United Kingdom
and the Netherlands. Now is the time to think deptial pilgrims as well as adults to lead them
during the month-long pilgrimage. Encourage theragply. This is another once-in-a-lifetime
experience.

(4) For additional information about Friends Wo@dmmittee, please see the table in the display
area by the computers. You might also think abcwther you'd like to be personally
involved, as some of us will be ending our termst gear and will need to be replaced. See the
Nominating Committee if you're interested!

Sunday Morning Session

YM11 - 39 Worship
We opened this last session of worship with atbentd business with a brief period of open worship.

YM11 - 40 Welcome of visitor

We welcomed Vaughan Peebles (White Rose Meetinip diley Yearly Meeting) of Indiana, a
frequent visitor to these sessions.

YM11 - 41 Finance Committee (final budget presentain)

Sally Weaver Sommer reported. The issue of sugpottavel to the FWCC 6th World Conference of
Friends was addressed. A $1200 contribution wiltéet to the FWCC Section of the Americas for
appropriate disbursement to assist with travel Bsgee for other Friends in the Section. The totaf ME
budget now comes to $30,440, raising the per paassass-ment to $40, a nice round figure. Thisdtudg
was approved. Members of Finance Committee weredated and appre-ciation expressed to them. The
full budget is on pp. 80-81.

YM11 - 42 Nominating Committee
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Thomas Taylor (Ann Arbor) presented a final writteport showing officers and committee assignments.
Names of the members of the Nominating Committere\geven for appreciation. Friends are asked to
search their hearts to see if they may be callegteice as Presiding Clerk or Treasurer of thelyea
Meeting next year. Friends approved the report j@igful hearts and gratitude. The full report apgean
pp.217-221.

YM11 - 43 Arrangements and Site final tally

Jon Sommer (Broadmead) reported. 139 was thetfiliglof Yearly Meeting attenders, approximately 20
of whom were children. We will meet July 26-29, 20&and July 25-28 in 2013, assuming we continue to
meet in Bluffton at this time of year in 2013. Tite@ort was accepted.

YM11 - 44 Friends Committee on National Legislatio(FCNL)

Kathleen Peabody (Ann Arbor) reported. Diane Rdngdhe new Executive Secretary. Kathleen
mentioned two major campaigns central to FCNL #@is. One relates to the federal budget, espgciall
the bloated military budget. The other relatesushing for a shift of funds to crisis preventiothex

than military intervention. Attention is drawn toet FCNL website for further information. The fuport
follows:

Friends Committee on National Legislation Report

1. The new Executive Secretary of FCNL, Diane RimmddNew Haven, CT, Meeting, began
work in April, succeeding Joe Volk. Diane is thesfivoman Executive Secretary in the 68
years of FCNL; she is already working enthusiaBjieand effectively.

2. The Nation's Checkbook Campaign is designedise more awareness of how our income
taxes are allocated in the federal budget. Thedgentbudget is out of control and they cannot
account for billions of dollars. There is wider kviedge in the electorate now that our military
budget is raising the deficit, especially in thetext of Social Security and Medicare being
threatened. Quakers should view the graphic caantan the website www.fcnl.org. Action:
Continue to contact President Obama and Senagpscially Senator Stabenow of Michigan,
member of the Appropriations Committee. The mijitaases budget has doubled in the past 10
years. This is kept separate from the wars bu@prhe Republicans are open to cutting the
military budget; one is Senator Coburn of OklahoRiad out more and write them. Military
spending always loses in polls when compared witerg' desires for jobs created by green
energy, infrastructure, and mass transit needsn&®d to keep challenging the meaning of
"security."

3. The Peaceful Prevention of Deadly Conflict Caigipaims to shift resources away from war
toward prevention, which is much less expensiver&lis now $40 million in the Dept. of State
budget appropriated by Congress for preventionraggonse to emerging or unforeseen crises
overseas for USAID to use, down from $50 millior2010, although President Obama
requested $75 million. Prevention efforts were egstul in Kenya in 2007, where USAID
funded civilian groups to start conversations atibetcivil crisis. Military and private
contractors want this work. FCNL says "NO," becaiée should be the responsibility of the
civilian Department of State, separate from thetam}. FCNL reports there are more
conversations now on Capitol Hill about preventidrieadly conflict through diplomacy, but
years of relying on military solutions for all ctiofs have left very deep roots. FCNL asks:
"Why is it that all branches of the military havifi@e space in the Congressional Office
Building?" Legislators repeatedly tell FCNL stdfely don't promote prevention because they
don't believe it will be effective. They do not leathe same doubts and do not ask the military
to prove that war will work. There is a tool kit tme website for Friends to use.

4. FCNL opposes HR 2583, the FY2012 Foreign Relatibuthorization Act, as re-written in

July. This bill approves funding levels for Statedartment diplomacy, USAID developments,
and United States' contributions to internatiomghaizations such as the UN. It would
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undermine peace and global stability and set aetang precedent for U.S. foreign policy.
FCNL especially opposes drastic cuts in fundingier Complex Crises Fund and the Civilian
Response Corps, draconian cuts to developmentasssin many fragile countries, and
additional cuts to climate change adaptation pmagradR 2385 is coming up for a vote in
September. FCNL urges Friends to ask their Reptatbess to speak out against it on the
House floor and then vote against this deeply gemtbill.

YM11 - 45 Reports, epistles, and introductions fronour young people
We received reports, epistles, and introductioosfour young people.

The preschool programconsisted of one young person. Staff person Gad#-Harrington read an
epistle describing the activities of this program:

Adults: Carla Pratt-Harrington & Charlie Burnett
Student: Douglas Smith

Carla and Charlie learned little is needed to etifjey A Frisbee can be used as a steering
wheel. With this one prop we were driven all ovempus and the Bluffton community.
During these drives we watched a marching bandyrflawers, friends, family, and a
tailless squirrel. We drove to rocks to play on drahk lemonade from the farmers’
market. What a grand weekend!

Conleth Crotser introduced the five participantthieearly elementary program They showed a paper
chain they had constructed in their consideratifdin® many meanings of chains and links.

Peter Crowley and Tim Damon introduced the foutipi@ants in theupper elementary program They
described the activities they most enjoyed at tiraial meeting, and what they learned through these
activities about the environment and connectiorthécearth.

Things we enjoyed: (1) trip to water fountain, (2p to lake, (3) swinging bridge, (4) trip
to market, (5) trip to library, (6) trip to thrighop, (7) trip to see band, (8) fish in lake,
and (9) swimming to the raft.

Kate Spry introduced thmiddle school groupof two persons, who at times joined the high school
group. They read a letter describing their learméigted in often delicious ways to the annual inget
theme of mindful consumption.

Dear Friends,

The middle school group had a very interesting tinie year. The first day this group
consisted of one child member and two adults. Thesniddle school and the high
school combined. During our time together, we dahgnfun things, such as go to the
Dollar Store and the library. We also went to a timgewhere we got to listen to a
wonderful speech on the true meaning of mindfulscomption through spiritual practice.
| learned from this how we need to start payingrdatbn to our human footprint because
we have so much and there are others in otherplake have so little.

Then on Friday night our group doubled in size tredadventures began! Saturday
morning we ventured to the farmers' market wherdawght honey fudge and double
chocolate biscotti. Then our little group continuwadto explore the wondrous Etcetera
Store! We got a few goodies there and were offragailen Thousand Villages and then
the book store. Then, as the day wound down, afteslightful swimming trip, we all
gathered to sing. And thus was our weekend.
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Sincerely, the Middle School Group: students Noadlihh and Serenity Crowley; adults
Kate Spry and Nancy Nagler

Thehigh school groupconsisted of six young people who introduced tredves, along with the staff
who worked with them. They read aloud an epistiy thad prepared. It focused on the ways in which
they increased awareness of the annual meetingetbémindful consumption and ways in which they
developed their fellowship.

Friday morning after breakfast our group met in dassroom and talked about the
theme of LEYM 2011. We decided that it was “thédithings that matter, in the bigger
picture.” The Crowley kids gave a good example alnmaking a difference in their
school’s use of Styrofoam lunch trays instead ofable plastic ones. The students
rebelled, and now Oberlin High School (Amani andtBny’'s school) uses reusable
plastic trays. Emma gave a good example of CSAifagrand CSA products, and now
the local products are tastier and use less fuegs®e there is much less transportation
involved.

Saturday morning our group travelled downtown, glaith some of the younger
Friends. Our group explored the community’s reaygeoducts, and learned about fair
trade at 10,000 Villages. After that fun adventweewent to lunch, then headed to the
lake for some swimming! While there, we had a gt swimming/playing with our
younger friends out in the deep water and at tfielrathe evening some of our group
attended the singing led by Paul. There were sears tvhen Paul sang “Music in My
Mother’'s House.” After the singing we went backhie dorm and watched a few movies,
ending with most of us sleeping all over the lourid@s year ended with many new
friendships and many old friends reunited.

Sincerely,
Brittany, Amani, Sam, Emma, Ben, Anna

Several staff offered passionate invitations toumhmeeting attenders to spend at least some tithe w
young people in their programs at future Yearly Meggatherings, emphasizing the value to both goun
people and adults.

YM11 - 46 Yearly Meeting Epistle

The Yearly Meeting epistle was read. After a brégfess to make editorial changes it was re-predente
and approved, with thanks for the labors of thestigiCommittee. The full epistle, signed by Peggy
Daub, Clerk, follows:

Lake Erie Yearly Meeting

May we look upon our treasures and the furniture of our houses, and the garmentsin
which we array ourselves, and try whether the seeds of war have any nourishment in
these our possessions. — John Woolman

Loving Greetings To All Friends Everywhere:

Friends from Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania getti¢or the 48th annual sessions of
Lake Erie Yearly Meeting on July 28 through 31, 204t Bluffton University, a
Mennonite university in Bluffton, Ohio. It is a gpal joy to welcome each year the
younger and older Friends of the Yearly Meetingn8d-riends, especially those from
small meetings, can feel isolated in their homee@l&hildren and their families can feel
isolated from the wider Quaker community. At annmeleting, these Friends have a
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chance to build a broad, multigenerational, andtspily-grounded community with
other Friends.

And so, we hold up the great joy we experience éeting again this year with these
cherished LEYM Friends who encourage and prod wgedgarn to live the Quaker way
more deeply. This year, we explored the theme, tilihConsumption as a Spiritual
Practice.” We were moved by each other to new wtdedings: in Bible study as we
considered the story of the manna in the desertr@a&ermon on the Mount; in our
worship sharing groups as we considered queriesdagy our consumption of time,
energy, and resources; in the workshops where pem®d Friends’ personal
experiences in living mindfully; and in our buoyaatreation with our young Friends. In
our meetings for worship with attention to businessembraced the blessing of Friends’
diversity of experience. We labored in love witltleather to the measure of our light,
knowing that only in this way may we be broughbinhity by the Spirit of God.

Our plenary speaker, beloved LEYM Friend Sally Weresommer, happily walked us
through her life commitment to mindful consumptishaped in part by her Mennonite
upbringing and by a Puerto Rican sojourn duringdmddhood among very poor people.
Two stories from the gospels have been importaritesjourney: the parable of the lilies
of the field in which Jesus invites us to give upriying; and the story in which Jesus
tells his disciples that it is harder for a richrgman to be part of the kingdom of God than
for a camel to pass through the eye of a needke fif$t story comes from the Sermon on
the Mount, which for Sally is the most importanttga the Bible. She says that Jesus
was inviting us to collectively seek the kingdomGxid above all else, and promising
that, if we do, no one in the world will have tomyoabout their basic needs being met.
The second story simply reminds us that it is haride part of the effort of bringing
about the kingdom of God if you've got a lot offétwhile others don’t have much at all.
The implications for us are that we (1) considereffect of our consumption decisions
on ourselves and all of creation; (2) give up dituate of entittement; and (3) recognize
when we have enough. If we are going to live lightarefully and gracefully, we need
our loving Quaker meeting to help us resist the &muimpulses to worry and to desire
too much, so that we can accept the invitationetpdrt of the kingdom of God. We will
find our way to greater things by embracing thaeéeshings to which we are called.

We are lesser in number this year and note a gestechning trend in reported
membership by our monthly meetings. We want to tstdad this, and look forward to
the exploration that will begin this fall by ourromittees. We also note, however, that,
although we are small in number, the ministry reegiat these sessions in our meetings
for worship and in the plenary talk has been vibeard uplifting. Several of our monthly
meetings also shared in their state of the meeéipgrts a spiritual sense of deepening
vitality as they seek to find spiritual unity anffies pastoral care for Friends among them.
Spiritual vitality was evident in the epistles frather Friends as well, which were
shared in our sessions. The 2010 epistle from Gtaats Yearly Meeting gathered us
into the life of God at our first session. The 2@Jstle from Ramallah Friends Meeting
Consultation moved us, and encouraged us to pdlgaoasider boycott. The 2011
epistle from Friends for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexuahriggender and Queer Concerns
reminded us of our call to radical love and radinalusion, and changed Friends’ hearts.
We urge the whole of the Religious Society of Fieto read this epistle.
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We send your meetings loving kindness as you erml¢awdeepen your understanding of
the Quaker way. We pray that our diverse societpime ever more closely gathered
into a fellowship of Friends who find their centerthe Light and Love of the Spirit. And
we send our Friends home with these words of tddnpinn:

As we leave this friendly place,

Love give light to every face;

May the kindness which we’ve learned
Light our hearts till we return.

YM11 - 47 Adult Young Friends Epistle

The Adult Young Friends group consisted of severpfee who were introduced. They read aloud an
epistle describing the many ways in which theiné@s drew their attention to the annual meeting
theme of mindful consumption - visiting a farmersirket, seeing the film "Food, Inc.," visiting sade
hand stores, to name a few.

Appreciation was expressed to the Adult Young Ftsfor preparing the activities after the plenary
session.

YM11 - 48 Traveling Minute for Jerry Knutson

Peggy Daub read a prepared traveling minute. déhrpe traveling among monthly meetings as part of
his supervised ministry program at the Earlham 8tbbReligion. The traveling minute was approved.

YM11 - 49 Minute of Appreciation

We are grateful to Bluffton University, membersloé Site and Program committees,
and other Friends who provided us physical spadeaarorganizational framework in
which we could meet and encounter the Divine irselwes and others.

Peter Wood was also appreciated for his work &simtrecording clerk.

Peter Wood, Interim Recording Clerk
Peggy Daub, Clerk
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Treasurer’s Report, July 1, 2011

End of Fiscal Year 2010-11
General Fund Income

Meeting (Giver) Amount

Akron Friends Meeting $ 148.00

Ann Arbor Friends Meeting 4,884.00

Athens Friends Meeting 2,550.00

Birmingham Friends Meeting 713.00

Broadmead Friends Meeting 900.00

Cleveland Friends Meeting 2,220.00

Delaware Friends Meeting 370.00

Detroit Friends Meeting 500.00

Grand Rapids Friends Meeting 891.50

Granville Friends Meeting 850.00

Holland Friends Meeting -

Kalamazoo Friends Meeting 1,295.00

Kent Friends Meeting 703.00

Mid-Ohio Valley Friends Meeting 144.00

Monongalia Friends Meeting 1,200.00

North Columbus Friends Meeting 800.00

Oberlin Friends Meeting -

Pine River Friends Meeting 592.00

Pittsburgh Friends Meeting 5,106.00

Red Cedar Friends Meeting 2,592.00

Wooster Friends Meeting 444.00

TOTAL $26,902.50
Fund Open Income YM Subsidy Expense Close
General Fund $6,816.18 $26,961.85 -- $25,657.00 $8,121.03
Granvl Youth (CD) 6,010.60 212.12 - 212.12 6,010.60
Annual Meeting 5,984.54 15,813.81 - 18,769.35 028,00
Youth Activity* 9,563.88 559.97 2,700.00 2,998 9,827.73
High Schl Youth* 6,348.95 2,720.00 1,100.00 46,723 3,422.72
Spiritual Formtn*  3,825.14 3,145.00 600.00 ,018.62 3,551.52
FWCC Travel* 4,186.45 1,240.00 2,700.00 2,736.4
Consultation* 3,556.65 1,190.00 2,700.00 2,801 3,556.65
Ministry Schirshp* -- -- 1,000.00 1,000.00 --
TOTALS $46,292.39 $34,013.09 $9,340.00 $40,057.81 40,345.70

* These moneys are held in our checking accountdd/tne accounting. We also subsidize these

programs.

Note Annual Meeting Fund has $5,000 invested in a €Bhmrebank, so the balance of $3,029 reflects a

-$2,034.46 checking account balance and a +$50&3xbalance.



CDs - Urban Partnership

Granville Youth
686108009
Youth Activity
4003416
General Fund
4003416
Annual Meeting
4003424
General Fund
4003424

TOTALS

Open
$ 6,010.60
5,000.00
2,623.26
5,000.00

2,459.44

$21,093.30

Income
$212.12
57.16
34.43
63.46

24.92

$392.09
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Expense Close
$212.12 ,CBL6.60
5,057.16
2,657.69
5,063.46

2,484.36

$212.12 $21,273.27
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General Fund Expense

Account Budget Actual Budget %

Travel $6,000.00 $5,948.15 99%

Office 200.00 10.00 5%

Contract Worker 2,075.00 728.75 35%

Finance 100.00 60.00 60%
Publications 3,400.00 2,070.10 61%
Advancement 100.00 -- 0%

Ministry & Nurture 200.00 - 0%

Clerk's Fund 500.00 - 0%

FWCC Travel* 1,240.00 1,240.00 100%

Youth Activity Fund* 2,700.00 2,700.00 100%

High School Youth Fund* 1,100.00 1,100.00 100%

Spiritual Formation* 600.00 600.00 100%
Consultation Fund* - -

Ministry Scholarship Fund* 1,000.00 1,000.00 olv1)]

FGC 4,500.00 4,500.00 100%

FGC - Special Program 500.00 500.00 100%

Records project 100.00 100.00 100%

Friends School in Detroit 4,500.00 4,500.00 %4600

Olney Friends School 600.00 600.00 100%

TOTALS $29,415.00 $25,657.00 87%

* subsidy from General Fund

In-Kind (Travel) $2,862.42 Funds Total $40,245.00
In-Kind (Teens) $ 26.01 CD Total $21,273.27
In-Kind (Office) $ 41.48 Checking Total $18,972.43

In-Kind (Children's Retreat) -
TOTAL $2,929.91



General Fund Expenses
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Budget Actual Difference Budget Actual Difference Budget Difference
(* = transfers) 2009-10 2009-10 2009-10 2010-11 2010-11 2011-12
Travel 6,000.00 5,548.39 451.61 6,000.00, 5,948.15 51.85 6,500.00 500.00
Office 300.00 37.15 262.85 200.00 10.00 190.00 100.00 (100.00)
Contract worker 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,075.00 824.12 1,250.88 1,800.00 (275.00)
Finance 0.00 60.00 -60.00 100.00 60.00 40.00 60.00 (40.00)
Publications 3,400.00 3,208.28 191.72 3,400.00, 2,070.10 1,329.90 3,000.00 (400.00)
Advancement 880.00 0.00 880.00 100.00 0.00 100.00 100.00
Ministry & Nurture 200.00 0.00 200.00 200.00 0.00 200.00 100.00 (100.00)
Clerk's Fund 500.00 0.00 500.00 500.00 0.00 500.00 500.00
FGC 4,500.00 4,500.00 0.00 4,500.00; 4,500.00 0.00 4,500.00
FGC - Special Program 500.00 500.00 0.00 500.00 500.00 0.00 500.00
FWCC One-Time Donation 1,200.00, 1,200.00
Records project 100.00 100.00 0.00 100.00 100.00 0.00 100.00
FWCC Travel* 1,240.0¢ 1,240.00 0.00 1,240.00] 1,240.00 0.00 2,480.00 1,240.00
Youth Activity Fund* 2,700.00 2,700.00 0.00 2,700.00] 2,700.00 0.00 0.00 (2,700.00)
High School Youth Fund* 1,100.00 1,100.00 0.00 1,100.00/ 1,100.00 0.00 3,300.00 2,200.00
Spiritual Formation* 600.00 600.00 0.00 600.00 600.00 0.00 100.00 (500.00)
Friends School in Detroit 4,500.00 4.500.00 0.00 4,500.00; 4,500.00 0.00 4,500.00
Olney Friends School 600.00 600.00 0.00 600.00 600.00 0.00 600.00
Consultation Fund* 2,700.00 2,700.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Scholarship Fund for 1,000.00 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00f 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00
ministry*
Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Totals 30,820.00 28,393.82 2,426.18 29,415.00, 25,752.37 3,662.63 30,440.00 1,025.00
Per member assessment $38.91 $36.50 $40.05
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Guidelines for Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business pid®s an opportunity for Friends to practice
several of our testimonies as we carry out thetfmaavork of maintaining our faith community.
We seek to be Spirit-led in our work, with as medticiency as possible, achieving a sense of
what Friends call “right order,” and so ask thati yse the following guidelines.

1. When you need to speak, ask the clerk to razegiou by raising your hand.

2. To affirm something someone has said, simptyorouse the phrase, “This Friend speaks my
mind.” Please don't ask to be recognized so thatrgay express the same thought in other
words.

3. When you speak, please stand, speak to thesttalkte, and keep your comments to the
point.

4. Friends will not generally be recognized to pa@aany given issue more than once, except
to acknowledge a personal change of perspectivagitire meeting.

5. When the recording clerk is developing a minsiiein worship, and hold him/her in the
Light. Please refrain from conversation with yoerghbor.

6. When a person speaks in Meeting for Worship witention to Business, receive the words
as you receive vocal ministry in Meeting for Wogshwith an open heart and calm mind.

7. If you feel that the gathering needs a break stretch, it is appropriate to ask to be
recognized so that you may ask the clerk for one.



